






Our Thursday night Youth Club continues to thrive, offering a wide range of activities for 
children aged from 9 – 14 years old.  Total children registered are now around 400 with 
average attendance levels consistently running around 80-90. New equipment has been 
purchased and upgraded including table tennis and air hockey tables, Craft materials and a 
PS4. If you could spare a few hours once a month to provide support to the core team, then 
please get in touch with the office or come along to a session to see how it goes.
 

Grange Park Summer Fest and Firework Display
 

Both events remain popular albeit subject to the prevailing weather conditions. 
Anecdotally the attendance at the Firework Display was bigger than ever resulting in us 
running out of food supplies. Once again the feedback has been excellent fostering great 
community spirit.  The success is largely due to the help and support of Parish Councillors,
staff and their families, local voluntary groups and businesses providing a fun day/evening
for us all. It also included the second annual “Ash dash” in memory of our late friend and 
councillor, Stuart Ash. 
 

  
The dates for our 2018 calendar are confirmed as: -

 
Sunday 26th August 2018– Summer Fest &

Saturday 3rd November 2018 – Firework Display

 

 



FINANCE  
 
The Parish Council receives income from several sources, but the main one is our precept, 
which residents pay as part of the Council Tax. Despite increasing pressures, we have worked
hard to set what we believe to be a reasonable budget for 2018/19 and the charge this year 
will be £91.96 for a band D property. Whilst the increase of 4.5% seems high in percentage 
terms, the absolute amount is modest at under £4. This is partly a defensive play in that 
central government have talked about future increase caps set against an ever increasing 
demand for tree work across the parish. Of the sums raised by precept, just over 50% goes 
toward the upkeep of the green open spaces within Grange Park including the football 
pitches, cricket square, playparks, grass verges, hedgerow and both Country Park Wootton 
and Foxfield. The rest maintains our buildings, provides Youth Club support, administration 
and staffing costs, emptying of refuse and dog bins, plus small grants for local organisations. 
 

Grange Park Parish Council Tax Charge for 2018/19  

Summary 2016/17   2017/18   2018/19 

            

Precept     £137,500   £144,300   £151,839.63 

            

Tax Base 1635.40   1639.20   1651.10

Annual Charge            

            

Band D Property £84.08   £88.03   £91.96 

Previous year's charge  £3.97  £3.95   £3.93 
 

The Parish Council is very proud of its local voluntary and community sector and tries to 
support local groups and activities. Grants should be in the interests of, and bring direct 
benefit to the parish and its residents.  Funding may be given to a charitable or not-for-profit 
body for the furtherance of its work in the local community. 

This year Grange Park Parish Council has awarded grants to the following clubs: Grange Park 
Rangers Football Club, Grange Park Guides, Rainbows and Brownies. 

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for all their hard work during the past year, for 
which they receive no financial reward. As reflected above, the two main events could not be
the success they are without that support. In particular, I would like to recognise the 
significant contribution from Cllr Allan Huddart who been instrumental in making a number of
material improvements to the Café/Bar over the last few years.

Finally, I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to our Parish Clerk-Tracy, Café/Bar 
Manager Louise and her team; our Caretaking staff-Steve, Graham, John and Lorraine for 
the hard work, commitment and flexibility they have once again demonstrated over the last 
year. Without them, the Parish would not be the success it is. Thank you.

Chairman- Cllr R. Martin Smith                                                      


