


Keeping in touch with residents of the Parish, neighbouring parishes and statutory bodies such
as South Northants, Northampton County Council and Northants Police is something that we 
are always looking to undertake as effectively as we can.  To this end Cllr Pete Sansom has 
worked with 2commune to create a new vibrant website - www.grangeparkpc.org.  The Parish 
Council website contains information about Community Activities, local facilities including the 
hiring of our halls, the services and functions of the Parish Council and contact details of the 
Parish Clerk and Councillors. There is an A-Z directory to help you find all the information and 
contacts you need. We also do regular information feeds on the Grange Park Facebook page.  
In addition to producing leaflets, posters and banners advertising events.  

No Annual Report would be complete without commenting on the monthly litter picks this 
year which have been organised by Julie Bainbridge of the Bertie Bottle Scheme in 
partnership with the Parish Council.  I know that many of you share the views of all of us 
about the anti-social individuals, many of them residents of the Parish, that feel it is 
acceptable to drop litter or fly tip rubbish that other people have to pick up.  I would 
personally like to thank Julie for her organisational skills and especially those 45+ members 
of the community that turned up on 3rd March to help clear up.  The Community Litter picks 
are scheduled for the first Sunday of each month and everyone is welcome to attend. 

Grange Park Parish Council offers a limited number of grants each year to non-profit making 
groups and Charities which provide a service in the Parish to its residents. 

Examples of Grants Awarded

1st GP RAINBOWS 

Financial Year: 2018/19

Amount: 250.00

 

2nd GP BROWNIES

Financial Year: 2018/2019

Amount: £760.00

1st GP GUIDES 

Financial Year: 2018/19

Amount: 250.00

 GRANGE PARK SCOUT GROUP

Financial Year: 2018/2019

Amount: £500.00





FINANCIAL REPORT FOR YEAR APRIL 2018- MARCH 2019

Grange Park Parish Council are extremely fortunate in having investments that allow us to 
undertake a great many more activities that would not be possible if relying on only receiving
the precept.  In any year, there are always expenses that are not expected and last financial 
year was no exception.  We saw big bills for maintaining our green open space, our Football 
pitches and the refurbishment of paths within Foxfield Country Park . 

Some of Grange Park Parish Council funds are currently held by South Northants Council and 
with the abolition to make way for the two new unitary authorities the Parish Council have 
decided to move the money we hold in cash reserves to CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund. 

Despite increasing pressures, we have worked hard to set what we believe to be a reasonable
budget for 2019/20 and the charge this year will be £95.94 for a band D property. Whilst the 
increase of 4.28% seems high in percentage terms, the absolute amount is modest at under 
£4 per week.

Grange Park Parish Council Tax Charge for 2019/20

         

         

Summary 2016/17  2017/18  2018/19  2019/20

        

Precept  £137,500.00  £144,300.00  £151,839.63  £157,913.22

        

Tax Base 1635.40  1639.20  1650.5  1645.9

        

        

Band D Property £84.08  £88.03  £92.00  £95.94

        

 Increase £3.97  £3.95  £3.97  £3.95

    

         

         

         

         

Meeting next year’s budget, considering all the projects we want to pursue, will not be easy, 
but, the Parish Council especially the Finance Working Group are committed to getting the 
best value possible.  In addition, we will look to obtain grant funding for projects where this is
available. Budgets are set to ensure adequate provision is made to cover the cost of public 
areas and playground maintenance, halls running cost and paying our staff, amongst many 
others cost. We also have various projects each year which are carefully considered to ensure
public money is spent with due consideration.  The funding required to meet our expenditure 
is achieved from a combination of the precept, investment income and revenue from the 
halls. 

The Parish Council is far from complacent we are always looking to offer even better facilities 
for residents with financial management being at the core.  With such significant proposed 
development planned over the foreseeable future, we are going to come under increasing 
pressure from our facilities being used and hopefully we will be able to  negotiate with 
developers to make a financial contribution to mitigate the ‘wear and tear’ on our assets. 







CAFÉ/BAR UPDATE  

Within the confines of our budget, we try to secure the best leisure social and recreational
opportunities for all our residents to enjoy, including the use of our Café/Bar within the
Community Centre.  The Café/Bar manager has worked extremely hard this year and is
always actively seeking the views of customers by using social media and leaving feedback
forms on proposed events, menu options and staff recruitment 

All  food is  prepared fresh on order,
the Café/Bar offers jacket potatoes as
well as a selection of sandwiches and
panni at a reasonable price to eat in
or take way. 

Over  the last  year,  the Café/Bar has held the following events  which  have been well
attended and proved popular: 

 



COMMUNITY EVENTS. 

August 2018 saw the day for our ‘Summer Fest’ where all the preparations were in place to 
have outside live bands, numerous fun inflatables, stalls, bar and BBQ.  Unfortunately, due to
the exceptional weather conditions of heavy rain, the Parish Council had to cancel.  

 

The popular Fireworks event follows in early November, It
now has a reputation for being the local fireworks event 
where families come along and enjoy the event, BBQ and 
bar.

 

Winter arrives, and Christmas immediately appears on the agenda. Decorating the Halls was 
followed by the organisation of the Christmas Winter Wonderland. The winter wonderland took 
place on 15th December and the Parish Council rented a synthetic ice rink, Children’s fun fair rides, 
Santa’s Grotto, food, live music and festive stalls and opened the café/bar where visitors could get 
a selection of hot festive food and drinks.  Although enjoyed and appreciated by everyone who 
attended, the weather was again not on our side.



Due to the awful weather condition at both the Summer Fest and Christmas Winter Wonderland  , 
the Parish Council have therefore decided that in 2019 we would change the Summer Fest date to 
June and have a Christmas Fayre inside on the 7th December 2019. We appreciate resident’s 
attendance and support at these events.

YOUTH CLUB 

I would like to personally thank the volunteers at Youth Club who dedicate their own free 
time and energy on a weekly basis as without them the club would not function. 

 
The Youth Club runs every Thursday during school term and is open to 9-14year olds.  The 
new term started in September 2018 and was initially very well attended.  We had to take the 
decision of restricting new members so that the numbers were more manageable.   

We have used some of the funds this year to organise a Chrisman’s Party where all members 
received a selection box and Easter Eggs given out at Easter. 

We have continued our membership of the NAYC (Northampton Association of Youth Club) 

If you could spare a few hours once a month to provide support to the core team, then please 
get in touch with the office or come along to a session to see how it goes.
 


