


Chairman’ s Report for 2020/21

I hope that by the Ɵme you read this that the peak of the Covid-19 pandemic is firmly 
behind us and that life conƟnues to move toward some semblance of normality. This crisis 
has not only changed so much of our day to day lives but it has also brought out the best in 
society. We have all come to truly appreciate the magnificent work of our NHS and support 
services. Our local community, has rallied round to the aid of neighbours and friends which 
was great to see. The GP surgery has been at the centre of vaccine delivery, not only for 
Grange Park but also for the surrounding villages.

The year was inevitably shaped by Covid-19. Emergency legislaƟon introduced in April 2020 
allowed us to hold our meeƟngs ‘virtually’ and, like so many others, we have become Zoom 
aficionados. Councillors and members of the public with access to computers or phones 
have been able to aƩend these meeƟngs. As Chairman I have also remained in regular 
contact with the Parish Clerk to constantly review the opƟmal approach to managing the 
day-to-day business of the Parish to reflect the regularly changing circumstances.

Some acƟviƟes have been postponed unƟl life and business gets back to some normality, 
but as a Council we have conƟnued to deal with the usual and varied maƩers that arise: 
maintaining the environment to its high standard, financial control, seƫng budgets and 
aƩending a public inquiry on major development within the parish. There have been many 
new challenges which have been dealt with effecƟvely by our excellent team. 

Like everyone, we are keen to get to ‘business as usual’. We are all local people with a 
wealth of local knowledge, and we willingly devote our Ɵme (unpaid in the case of 
councillors) to try and make our community the best place to live-we are proud of this. 
Please remember we are approachable and ready to help if we are able, keen to work 
together for the conƟnued good of our community. 

Residents are also encouraged to aƩend our monthly meeƟng to raise any concerns or 
simply aƩend and listen to the business being discussed. 

I would like to thank all Councillors, Staff, District and County Councillors for their conƟnued 
support during these difficult Ɵmes. 

We look forward to the coming year (which is an elecƟon year) and the formaƟon of the 
new unitary authority for West Northamptonshire.

As always, further informaƟon can be obtained from visiƟng
our website at hƩps://www.grangeparkpc.org/ or
contacƟng the Parish Clerk on 
parishclerk@grangeparkpc.org 

MarƟn Smith 

Chairman
Grange Park Parish Council 

You are invited to aƩend the

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

Thursday 20th May 2021 at
7.30pm in the Small Hall at

Grange Park Community Centre



Please find below in brief work that has been carried out over the past year : 

Finance 

Grange Park Parish Council are commiƩed to ensuring we give real value for money in the
services we provide.  This year we introduced a new accounƟng system (SCRIBE) to allow for
a  more  detailed  analysis  of  our  income and expenditure,  phased  budgeƟng,  and  short,
medium, and long-term business planning and the associated risks as the parish conƟnues to
grow.

The past twelve months have had a significant impact on the council’s finances. With halls 
closed and restricƟons on acƟviƟes impacƟng the council’s income, we have relied heavily 
on our reserves to bridge the gap. With the ongoing uncertainty over the council’s income 
for the coming year, we have had to consider our budget even more carefully than normal. 

I  aƩach for  your  informaƟon an end of  year  Balance Sheet.   All  other  financial  maƩers
including budgets, precept request and explanaƟons can be viewed on our website 
www.grangeparkpc.org.



HR CommiƩee Report 

As Chairman of the HR CommiƩee (Cllr Jonathan Davies) I am proud of the way the Council
and its staff have conƟnued delivering the council services and working remotely. 

Grange Park Community Centre, Café/Bar and Foxfield Pavilion sites has unfortunately had
to remain closed for much of the last year. Our Parish Clerk and Administrator were quickly
able to adapt to working at home, whilst our Caretaking, Cafe Bar and Cleaning staff have
had to join the Government Furlough/Flexi Furlough Scheme.    

As  stated  previously  the  Parish  Offices has  been closed during  the pandemic with  staff
working from home and only coming into the offices when essenƟal to do so.  It is hoped
that as restricƟons are liŌed the office will be able to reopen and staff return to work there,
that said, the benefits of flexible working should not be dismissed, and staff will conƟnue to
review  working  pracƟces  to  ensure  they  are  working  as  effecƟvely  as  possible  whilst
recognising the need for the office to be open to the public.  Whilst the current restricƟons
remain in place the contact details for the staff are: 

Tracy Sampson Parish Clerk 07971165349 parishclerk@grangeparkpc.org

Helen Blatchford Administrator parishadmin@grangeparkpc.or
g 

Stephen Horner Head Caretaker 07971165468 caretakers@grangeparkpc.org

Helping throughout the pandemic  

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, Grange Park Parish Council having been 
helping those who have found themselves in the vulnerable category and in need of support
to get food supplies and medicaƟon. We have been working with the following 

 SOFEA where we have been collecƟng and distribuƟng food boxes within our 
community on a weekly basis 

 Richmond Homes – Delivery of Fish and Chips lunches to the elderly (including Easter
Eggs and VE Cupcakes) 

 CreaƟon of a Community Liaison Group who have volunteered to give up their Ɵme 
to get/deliver shopping or medical supplies to residents. 



Planning

Back in 2019, before the pandemic, GPPC had objected to the planning applicaƟon to build 
300 houses in the field to the south of Alamein woods. We went on to make a significant 
contribuƟon to that applicaƟon being rejected by SNDC in the early part of last year.

AŌer the developer appealed against that decision, the challenge for GPPC in 2020, amidst 
all of the Covid restricƟons was to do everything in our power to get that appeal dismissed. 
In December 2020 we all received an early Christmas present when the planning inspector 
announced his decision to dismiss the appeal. The roadmap to achieving this momentous 
result was:

 The PC agree to strongly resist the appeal. A working group of councillors Millerchip, 
Bainbridge, Aluko along with our clerk, Tracy is established.

 The working group is expanded to include members of Quinton PC, our respecƟve 
district councillors and our county councillor. We embark on a one team approach to
present a unified, coordinated resistance to the appeal. 

 Through a series of six team meeƟngs, led by the GP team our plan was formulated. 
LeƩers of objecƟon were lodged; residents were engaged such that 130 objecƟons 
were raised on the appeal site and speeches were wriƩen. The consultant 
represenƟng SNDC joined some of the meeƟngs where we were able to help him 
structure and build his case

 The total team aƩended the five-day public enquiry. Both wriƩen representaƟon and
live speeches were made by Millerchip and Bainbridge along with those from 
Quinton PC and our district and county councillors. SNDC defended their posiƟon 
using the strategy that we had helped them define. Councillor Millerchip conducted 
a site visit for the Inspector and the contestants.

The Inspector found in our favour. We sƟll need to celebrate!

Community MaƩers!

The COVID - 19 pandemic has had an impact on the way, as a society, we communicate with
each other and the Parish  Council  quickly  adapted to these changes.  A virtual  meeƟng,
Community MaƩers, was set up to discuss how local residents and local businesses can work
together to make posiƟve change to Grange Park. 

The Community MaƩers meeƟngs are designed for local residents, local businesses and the
Parish Council to discuss and work together to resolve any local issues or problems and to
encourage posiƟve change and support to the community. The Parish is hoping to conƟnue
to hold regular Community MaƩer meeƟngs, and the support of the local community and
local businesses is crucial to enable posiƟve changes to take place in Grange Park.

Future Projects:
 Community LiƩer Pick
 Outdoor Gym at Foxfield’s County Park






