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NEWS REPORT JANUARY 2023

Monthly Highlights

WNC welcomed the Government’s announcement of additional funding to continue support for people
fleeing the war in Ukraine. On 19 December 2022 the Government announced it was increasing ‘thank you’
payments to £500 per month for those hosting Ukrainians beyond 12 months and has committed to fund
this until the second anniversary of their arrival. It has also earmarked £150m in this financial year to help
tackle homelessness and is providing £500m for purchase of housing stock to accommodate Ukrainian and
Afghan nationals fleeing conflict. As a consequence, the amount provided to the council for support
services is being reduced from £10,500 to £5,900 per person entering the UK from the start of 2023.
Further hosts for Ukrainian families are always welcome and anyone with space in their home or additional
empty property can express an interest on the website.

The planned Stagecoach 41 Bus Service multi partner meeting has yet to be rescheduled as Milton Keynes
Council were unavailable. | will provide you with an update as soon as | hear any more. A Community
transport provider is considering taking over part of the route between Bedford and Northampton. They
propose a route which includes Lavendon, Olney (High Street, Weston Road, Aspreys), Yardley Hastings,
Denton and Brayfield on the Green. At this point they are looking to divert from the A421 and operate past
Billing Aquadrome, Weston Favell (off peak only, most likely), Northampton College, town Centre, possibly
terminating at the railway station.

| am pleased to advise you that the CCTV team visited Blacksmiths Way, Hartwell and surrounding area on
Tuesday 20th December 2022. Whilst | am happy to advise that WNC were able to unblock a number of
gullies, the engineers also discovered a number of broken connections from gullies on Ashton Road to the
main drain. | have been advised that WNC will be arranging repairs to these connections as a priority.
WNC went from Amberley Road to Blacksmiths Way and unblocked this drainage system, which
incidentally included dog excrement bags. On Ashton Road they got as far as The Oak Leaf Group where
there appears to be a further blockage and it may appear that this could be the problem that is backing up
the drainage system up into the village. Unfortunately, as it was full of water and WNC couldn’t investigate
further, WNC will do so in the New Year. WNC still has further investigatory works in the village of Hartwell
early in the New Year and | will, of course, keep you up to date as things progress. In an emergency
residents have been advised to call 0300 126 7000 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday call and
outside of these hours to call 01604 651074.

There have been 1,094 consultation responses on the application for a non-material change to the
Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange and they were published on 17 November 2022. We are
still awaiting the outcome of the consultation.

| have attended several community events this month, which has given me lots of opportunities to catch up
with so many of you. Please read about them all in my Monthly Report.

At a meeting held on 20th December 2022, West Northamptonshire Council’s Cabinet approved for
consultation its draft budget for 2023-24 and we are now seeking views on these proposals. We would like
to hear the views of residents, the community and all other stakeholders on the Council draft budget. This
consultation runs from Wednesday 21 December 2022 until midnight, Tuesday 31 January 2023.

West Northants Council manages over 190 parks and open spaces, the majority being situated within
Northampton Town. There is a feedback survey for 22 of these parks. Parks and open spaces provide vital
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opportunities for recreation, contributing to the physical and mental health of the people of West
Northamptonshire as well as being important for habitats, supporting local wildlife and biodiversity. We
would like to hear about the park you visit the most. The information you provide will help us to improve
our parks and open spaces and to prioritise work plans. The survey should only take 5 minutes, and your
responses are completely anonymous. The Consultation runs until 31 March 2023.

A fly-tipping charter has been launched setting out how West Northamptonshire Council will work to tackle
environmental crime. It includes a detailed plan of action, demonstrating the steps that are being taken to
tackle the issue, including targeted patrols, the use of CCTV, and working with residents, businesses, and
town and parish councils to avoid fly-tipping and gather intelligence to prosecute. It also sets out how the
Council will communicate with businesses, landlords and householders to ensure they are clear on their
responsibilities towards managing their waste responsibly. The new Fly-Tipping Charter complements the
existing Litter Charter, which was launched last summer to ensure the Council takes a coordinated
approach to tackling litter across West Northants. Find out more on the WNC website.

WNC has a new Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub. This together with our customer services team is there
to help our residents access information and advice about the rising cost of living and find the support that
is available to them. Please access advice and information, including a directory of warm spaces, on our
Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub. All of the various links are in my Monthly Report. For those who can't
access the Internet then please call WNC’s customer services team and speak to somebody directly about
the support available between the hours of 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Please call us on 0300 126
7000.

WNC is in the process of arranging a meeting with representatives for professional dog walkers to discuss
the options going forward to support these groups. Until these talks have taken place, the Council will not
be taking enforcement action where more than four dogs are being walked in public open spaces, as long
as dog walkers adhere to the other requirements of the Public Space Protection Orders.

We are reminding residents to use our network of warm spaces if they need to over the Winter period.
WNC has worked with partners to establish a network of over 70 Warm Spaces, where people can enjoy a
warm, safe, welcoming space in which to stay cosy, meet others, and perhaps enjoy a hot meal or a cup of
tea and a biscuit. The centres are open to everyone and include libraries, community centres, community
hubs and other places. Some venues will also offer hot drinks, activities, and other services such as free Wi-
Fi. The Council can award a Warm Welcoming Spaces Grant to support the creation and / or development
of Warm Welcoming Spaces across West Northants to support residents struggling with fuel costs. These
awards can be made to parish and town councils, community and voluntary organisations, registered
charities and to other qualifying bodies. The funding round will be open to all applications seeking a Warm
Welcoming Spaces Grant (WWSG) from the value of £500 up to £1500. More information is available on
our warm spaces webpage.

The Government’s consultation document on proposed reforms to national planning policy and indicative
mark-up of the NPPF arrived on 22 December 2022. Government has begun the consultation process for
key elements of the planning system. The Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: Reforms to National Planning
Policy is due to close on March 03 2023 and is now open for submissions.

It includes proposals on immediate changes to planning policy, offers proposals for how the Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill should be implemented and references potential longer-term changes to national
planning policy. The consultation document lists 58 questions and it’s 32 pages long and it closes 3 March
2023. This new document includes the actual proposed wording of the revised NPPF itself.
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A service which sees carers across Northamptonshire share their lives and homes to support others has
been rated ‘outstanding’ by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). The Shared Lives Service, which is
managed by our Council, has achieved the highest rating following its first inspection this autumn which
found that “people received exceptional care and support from dedicated carers who considered them to
be part of their family and vice versa.”

Northamptonshire Carers Virtual Dementia Patient and Carer Event takes place on 12 January 2023
Please be reminded of this on-line meeting for people with dementia or Carers supporting people with
dementia, registration details in the poster in my Monthly Report.

Parents and carers can still apply for a reception place in a primary or infant school or a year 3 place in a
junior school. They can apply for a place in reception if their child will be four years of age on or before 31
August 2023. The closing date for applications for places in reception and year 3 (junior school) is 15
January 2023 at midnight.

Parents, families and school workers are being invited to help shape a new strategy for improving
outcomes for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in West Northants. WNC
plans to co-produce a new three-year joint strategy to address the current shortfall of specialist school
places in the area and plan resources more effectively to better meet the needs of SEND children and their
families. To help shape the new strategy, children, parents, school-based staff, health and care
professionals and other interested organisations will be involved in the development of a new Co-
production Charter.

Check out the term dates and holiday dates for 2023 in my Monthly Report.

The bus operators who have confirmed they are participating in the £2 single fare scheme across West
Northamptonshire so far are:

o Arriva the Shires

o Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council Village Hopper
o Stagecoach East

o Stagecoach Midlands

o Stagecoach West

. Uno Bus

WNC has appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of the way that bus services are
currently provided across West Northamptonshire. As part of this process, SCP will bring forward
alternative models that would serve our communities better. In doing this work SCP will be contacting a
number of key stakeholder groups, including bus operators and parish councils. It is anticipated that SCP
will present their findings and report to WNC in January 2023. This report will inform our West Northants
Transport Strategy that will be developed over the coming period in full consultation with Members and
residents. The project team will be engaging with stakeholders to discuss the current situation and
potential solutions.

People across West Northamptonshire are being urged to plant trees in memory of Her Late Majesty, the
Queen Il, 1926 — 2022. Following the wishes of His Majesty The King, The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC)
initiative has been extended to the end of March 2023 to enable people across the country the opportunity
to plant trees in memory and to honour the late Queen Elizabeth Il.
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A Big Thank you for all your kind wishes over the Christmas period. Across Hackleton and Grange Park
many individuals made this Christmas a memorable one for me and other residents. | saw through the
various community events that there are many kind and generous people around. Thank you for all the
good that you do for your community now and in the future. Also, thank you for your continued friendship
and support. | look forward to supporting you in 2023.

Have & Happy and Healthy New Year 2023.

AU e Best, Steve
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK

Update on Highways A428, Denton and Billing Road, Brafield
: | am still chasing progress on the reduction in the speed
ORogy limit on the A428. When | last spoke to Highways, | was
advised that the WNC Road Safety Manager was
currently on annual leave so | could not get an update
& 2 on the rollout to the change to the speed limit. As, |
o ; haven’t heard anything from them since, | have
e requested a copy of the plan so that | can better
understand the details of the implementation in order
to access progress with this very important project.

Stagecoach 41 Bus Service

The planned multi partner meeting, which was due to take place following the meeting with Stagecoach
has yet to be rescheduled as Milton Keynes Council were unavailable. | will provide you with an update as
soon as | hear any more.

In the meantime various other enquiries are taking place including:

e A Community transport provider is considering taking over part of the route between Bedford and
Northampton. They propose a route which includes Lavendon, Olney (High Street, Weston Road,
Aspreys), Yardley Hastings, Denton and Brayfield on the Green. At this point they are looking to
divert from the A421 and operate past Billing Aquadrome, Weston Favell (off peak only, most
likely), Northampton College, town Centre, possibly terminating at the railway station.

e The Cogenhoe Village Hopper may be looking at the possibility of adding a shoppers’ service to and
from Denton. | have no other information about this presently.

Hartwell Flooding and Blocked Drains

| am pleased to advise you that the CCTV team visited Blacksmiths Way and surrounding area on Tuesday
20" December 2022. Whilst | am happy to advise that WNC were able to unblock a number of gullies, the
engineers also discovered a number of broken connections from gullies on Ashton Road to the main drain.
| have been advised that WNC will be arranging repairs to these connections as a priority.

WNC went from Amberley Road to Blacksmiths Way and unblocked this drainage system, which
incidentally included dog excrement bags. On Ashton Road they got as far as The Oak Leaf Group where
there appears to be a further blockage and it may appear that this could be the problem that is backing up
the drainage system up into the village. Unfortunately, as it was full of water and WNC couldn’t investigate
further, WNC will do so in the New Year. WNC still has further investigatory works in the village of Hartwell
early in the New Year and | will, of course, keep you up to date as things progress.

In an emergency residents have been advised to call 0300 126 7000 between 9.00am and 5.00pm,
Monday to Friday and outside of these hours to call 01604 651074.
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Proposed changes to Northampton Rail Freight Order

On 11th August 2022, SEGRO issued a letter regarding the Northampton Gateway development. The letter
serves as a notification of the consultation period for the proposed changes to the Northampton Gateway
Rail Freight Order, which may allow the developers to begin using the warehousing units ahead of the
completion of the rail/freight interchange. This is a significant change to their original order.

Rt Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom DBE MP has issued a copy of her response to the non-material change to
Northampton Gateway, Rail freight Interchange project
consultation. It can be found on her website.

On 26 September 2022, West Northamptonshire
Council wrote to the Planning Inspector about the
= Consultation to the Development Order Ref. TRO50006
| regarding SEGRO (Junction 15) Ltd’s proposed change to
the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange
Order 2019 (S.I. 2019 No. 1358).

Stuart Timmiss, Executive Director Place,
Economy & Environment stated:

“For the reasons set out below, the Council
cannot support this proposed variation to the
Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange
Order 2019 and would therefore request the
application is not approved.”

A. Uncertainty over when the rail freight
interchange will become available

B. Ambiguity with the warehouse floor space figure specified for prior occupation

C. Any further variations must be a matter for the Secretary of State not the Planning Authority as it would
be considered ultra-vires.

There have been 1,094 consultation responses on the application for a non-material change to the
Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange and they were published on 17 November 2022

We are still awaiting the outcome of the consultation.

Christmas Coffee Morning, St Mary the Virgin Church, Little

Houghton

On 10 December 2022, | attended the last Coffee Morning of the year at St
Mary the Virgin Church, Little Houghton. Although very cold outside it was
warm and inviting in the church. It was good to meet up with friends again.
There was a Christmas flavour to the event with a Christmas Bring and Buy
stall. All proceeds were for church funds.

John and | spent an interesting time chatting and looking at an old minute
book from 1949. Then David and others spotted the many names, which
were well known in the village and many commented on the fine copper
plate handwriting which was a glimpse of times past. The next meeting of this friendly and welcoming
group will be 11 February 2023.




Councillor Stephen Clarke 10
Member for Hackleton and Grange Park
West Northamptonshire Council
stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk

Christmas Tree Festival, St Lawrence Church, Brafield on the

Green

On Saturday 10 December at 2.00pm, | went to St Lawrence Church and
saw the beautiful Christmas Tree Festival.
Either a person or a group from the church
had decorated each of the trees and all
the donations were for church funds.

Afterwards we joined many of our friends
from Brafield in the Sargeant Memorial
Hall for the Christmas Bazaar where | met
Tessa Matthews again who | had not seen
since the unveiling of the Queens Jubilee plaque on 12 June at the Brafield
on the Green village sign. We played Bruce Forsyth’s ‘Play your Cards
| Right’ together and won two out of three turns, before completing a tour
of the hall and its other stalls.
| Then we enjoyed our second cup of coffee and cake of the day (Lemon
Drizzle) and met up with Jon and Tessa for a chat. It was nice and warm in
the Hall and as we came outside the temperature had clearly dropped significantly, it was very icy
underfoot and some freezing fog had descended.

Mud Kitchen Café Farmers Market G

On Sunday 11 December 2022, | joined lots of you at the Mud

Kitchen Farmers Market at the Cogenhoe and Whiston Village

Hall, NN7 1NB. It was one of the busiest markets this year. Indeed, EHRISTMAS
by the time, | arrived Sean was running out of vegetables. FARMERE

The event has become very popular and as this was the last

market before Christmas, there were lots of Christmas gifts on MRARKE®Y &
offer and the café had its new blend of Christmas coffee. The

market offers the best in fresh, local, homemade, and handmade ERAF' FAIR

. SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER
produce from a variety of local traders. 10-3PM
) ) . COGENHOE AND WHISTON
Sean and Paula at The Mud Kitchen Café are committed to VILLAGE HALL, COGENHOE,
encouraging residents and visitors into the Cogenhoe and NNZ7 1NB

Whiston Village Hall to help support the local economy and
showcase some amazing local independent businesses.

Well done to both of you for all your efforts during 2022. Your
energy and enthusiasm is impressive. | trust that you will have a
break over Christmas so that you can return in 2023 full of your
customary ‘vim and vigour’.

Jingle Bakes with Seasonal Music

On a cold foggy Sunday afternoon, 11 December 2022, we went to a Christmas Event in Denton Village Hall
in aid of Age UK. It was entitled ‘Jingle Bakes with Seasonal Music’. Upon arrival we were offered coffee
and a choice of cake before sitting down to hear some festive music. While we were waiting, we were able
to complete a Christmas Quiz.

Then the first group to entertain us was Trilogy a three-part harmony a cappella trio. They entertained us
beautifully with songs including Jingle Bells, In the Bleak Midwinter, Rocking around the Christmas Tree,
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Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Away in a Manager, Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire, Silent Night and

Lunch

On 19 December 2022, we attended the
Cogenhoe Community Christmas Lunch
at Cogenhoe and Whiston Village Hall.
All 53 residents who attended this great
event, had a wonderful time, the food
was delicious and the conversations
bright and high spirited. None of these
Community events would take place
without the efforts of certain community
Lunch was successfully delivered with the
Deborah, ClIr Jon Bailey & Tessa, John &

Cogenhoe Community Christmas ’ - ‘

White Christmas. When Trilogy took a break ‘Just Sing,
Denton Community Choir’ came on and entertained us
with a cross section of popular Christmas songs from
around the world including Winter Wonderland, Stille
Nacht, Hallelujah, ‘Mele Kalikimaka is the thing to say
on a bright Hawaiian Christmas Day’, Gaudete, gaudete
and Feliz Navidad. Then Trilogy rounded off the
afternoon with a few more songs and closed with
Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire.

Once you have heard several renditions of Feliz Navidad
it stays with you for a bit. | want to wish you a Merry
Christmas!

\ champions.  This Christmas
help of Maddie & Wayne,
Cllr Grubb, Jackie, Ann, Pam,

you for all of the support you give to the Community of Cogenhoe. It's people like you who make this

season so magical and bright.
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HOMES FOR UKRAINE

Additional Funding for those hosting

Ukrainians and New Homelessness H 0 M ES Fo R

Funding
WNC welcomed the Government’s U KRAI N E
announcement of additional funding to continue

support for people fleeing the war in Ukraine.
et

On 19 December 2022 the Government announced it was
increasing ‘thank you’ payments to £500 per month for those
hosting Ukrainians beyond 12 months and has committed to fund
1 this until the second anniversary of their arrival. It has also
earmarked £150m in this financial year to help tackle
homelessness and is providing £500m for purchase of housing
stock to accommodate Ukrainian and Afghan nationals fleeing
2 conflict. As a consequence, the amount provided to the council
for support services is being reduced from £10,500 to £5,900 per person entering the UK from the start of
2023.

WNC will be working with partners at a local and regional level to ensure the additional resources are used
in the most effective way to support those now living here under the Ukrainian and Afghan resettlement
schemes. Many of those from Afghanistan continue to be housed in temporary accommodation, while
Homes for Ukraine placed many new arrivals with host families. Further hosts for Ukrainian families are
always welcome and anyone with space in their home or additional empty property can express an interest
on the website - https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/it/4e7f2bdc/

CONSULTATIONS

2023/24 Budget Consultation

Every year the Council plans for the money it will have available and how it should spend it in line with the
priority objectives set out in its Corporate Plan. At a meeting held on 20 December, West
Northamptonshire Council’s Cabinet approved for consultation its draft budget for 2023-24 and we are
now seeking views on these proposals.

The Council successfully delivered a balanced budget for its first year of operation within 2021/22 and set a
balanced budget for the current year (2022/23). However, like all councils up and down the country, there
have been a number of unprecedented financial issues throughout this financial year which have
significantly increased the cost-of-service delivery. The Consultation closes on 31 January 2023.

West Northamptonshire Parks Visitors Feedback Survey

West Northants Council manages over 190 parks and open spaces, the majority being situated within
Northampton Town. This feedback survey is about 22 of these parks. Parks and open spaces provide vital
opportunities for recreation, contributing to the physical and mental health of the people of West
Northamptonshire as well as being important for habitats, supporting local wildlife and biodiversity.


https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/it/4e7f2bdc/?fbclid=IwAR0qQqsuioBqw1I3fzcv1Y9WpgazMJ4sH8DdswdYqsatBYWDjx0WEbo643g
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We would like to hear about the park you visit the most. The information you provide will help us to
improve our parks and open spaces and to prioritise work plans. The survey should only take 5 minutes,
and your responses are completely anonymous. Please complete one questionnaire for the park you visit
the most but if you'd like to comment on more than one park, please answer separately for each one.

Have your say

Please tell us your views by completing the online feedback survey using the link below.
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-
25.8637773784/

If you need assistance to complete the online questionnaire or would like a copy of it in another format
(including paper, easy read or large print) you can contact us by email, post or telephone. Our contact
details are as follows:

Our email address: parks.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk

Our postal address:

Environment, Countryside and Parks Team

West Northamptonshire Council

Lodge Road

Daventry

NN11 4FP

Our telephone: 0300 126 7000

The consultation runs until 31 March 2023.

FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION

2023/24 Draft Budget Features
We are asking people to have their say on how our Council has balanced its budget amid continuing
financial pressures. The Council initially faced a predicted budget shortfall of almost £60 million for the
next financial year due to a range of factors including high inflation, which is driving up running costs, and a
significant increase in demand for services. Members of the Cabinet met on Tuesday 20 December to
discuss a range of saving and efficiency proposals which will allow the Council to meet that shortfall, while
protecting vital frontline services.

Those proposals are now subject to consultation, and people have until the end of January to have their
say, by completing the survey on our Consultation Hub.
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/budget-

2023-24/

The survey can be accessed online for free at libraries
across West Northants, or people can request a copy
in another format by:
emailinghaveyoursay@westnorthants.gov.uk

or phoning 0300 126 7000.

The draft budget features a broad range of proposals N \
to bridge the funding gap, including: BN N \ Y <
e Increasing fees and charges for services such as garden waste collections and car parking, aligning
them with the national average to fairly reflect today’s operating costs, and allowing the Council to


https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-25.8637773784/
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-25.8637773784/
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/budget-2023-24/?fbclid=IwAR2KPJzthZNcL_8RukB1zkmmu53a3PZGj86PyqSyoP5veLyQ1XjUBnrV21U
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/cet/budget-2023-24/?fbclid=IwAR2KPJzthZNcL_8RukB1zkmmu53a3PZGj86PyqSyoP5veLyQ1XjUBnrV21U
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meet the demand in critical services protecting vulnerable adults and children.

e Reviewing services to make them more efficient while saving hundreds of thousands of pounds.
The proposals include reviewing the policy, processes and systems for the Home to School
Transport service to reduce running costs, and the introduction of three-weekly waste collections
in South Northants and some parts of Northampton, to bring the service in line with the Daventry
area.

e Raising Council Tax by 4.99%, in line with the Government’s allowance, generating additional
funding of around £11.5 million - with 2% of the increase going towards adult social care.

e Restructuring service areas within the organisation and introducing new, more efficient ways of
working to make back office savings without impacting on how services are delivered to residents.

e Investing significant extra funding to meet the increasing demand for adult and children’s services,
providing more cost effective and better preventative care for vulnerable residents.

During the next financial year we plan to carry out a capital investment programme of more than
£12.2million to improve local roads, and public health funding will go to a range of schemes to improve
residents” wellbeing, reducing health inequalities and support communities through this period of high
inflation. We will also continue to drive economic growth in West Northants, with further progress
expected on the multi-million-pound regeneration of Northampton through the Government’s Towns Fund.

The challenge of bridging the £60 million funding gap left us with some very tough decisions, so we have
produced a set of proposals that address the pressures we are under, while allowing us to continue to
protect the most vulnerable in our society, and deliver services to residents across our communities.
People’s feedback is very important to us, so we are asking everyone to please take the time to tell us what
they think, in order to help us all make a final decision on the budget in February.

Your feedback on these proposals within this budget consultation is really important to us. All consultation
feedback will be analysed and considered and will help councillors make a final decision on the budget at
the West Northamptonshire Council Full Council meeting on 22 February 2023. This meeting is held in
public.

Cost of Living Online Support Hub

WNC has a new Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub: https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support
This together with our customer services team is there to help our residents access information and advice
about the rising cost of living and find the support that is available to them.

Please access advice and information, including a directory of
warm spaces, on our Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support

For those who can't access the Internet, residents can also call
WNC's customer services team and speak to somebody directly
about the support available between the hours of 9am to 5pm,
Monday to Friday. Please call us on 0300 126 7000.

Northamptonshire Community Foundation Webinar Training for Organisations

NCF have some free training webinars this year, these are open to any and all, and are free of charge to
attend. Please email Ryan at ryan@ncf.uk.com for the zoom link and confirm attendance on Tuesday 10th
January 2023 at 10:30am.


https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR1z_O7NFbZlCQytXX6uDBJuA6dHlhgp4WvDKHZL8HY039MmxcOVe6k02KA
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR3CUm7W8ptqxe9LWiZvcBYzgYUCTVwF6cJ4ffBV9Rzy1yuz5q_emJsTfl4

Councillor Stephen Clarke 15
Member for Hackleton and Grange Park
West Northamptonshire Council
stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk

Programmes Officer Ryan will be hosting a webinar
on Alternative sources of Funding. This workshop is
designed to raise community groups awareness that
Northamptonshire Community Foundation is just
one of a large number of sources of funding and
how to go about accessing other sources of funding
in addition to the Foundation. Looking at what you
want to deliver and why and how best this can be
resourced. This workshop will provide you with a
toolkit on how to go about researching alternative
sources of funding and information on additional support and resources available.

Find a grant

Find out which grant is best fonyour project by using o

REGULATORY SERVICES

WNC Bird Flu Prevention Measures
From Tuesday 13 December you can now report dead wild birds by using an online service. It's quick &
easy to do. See GOV.UK to access this service https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds

REPORT DEAD WILD BIRDS ONLINE Trading Standards will respond to complaints in relation to
poultry keepers who may not be complying with the
requirements.

Please email tradingstandards@westnorthants.gov.uk

New online service to

report dead wild birds

Jb The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has said the risk to
public health from the virus is very low.

The Food Standards Agency said avian influenza pose a very low food safety risk for customers and advised
that properly cooked poultry and poultry products, including eggs, are safe to eat.

WNC to look into PSPO in relation to the walking of more than four dogs

Key representatives for those who make a living by walking dogs are being invited to meet with Council and
service leads at WNC following the implementation of new rules relating to public open spaces. As you will
recall, on Tuesday, 1 November a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) was formally adopted across the
Daventry and South Northants areas. The PSPO aims to keep members of the community safe while
enjoying public spaces, and includes a ban on people smoking in children’s playgrounds, as well as a
requirement that dog walkers pick up after their pets do not walk more than four dogs at the same time in
public spaces. More than four dogs can be walked on private land with permission of the landowner, and
dedicated dog walking areas. Promotion of the proposed new rules started in August, with further publicity
around the decision-making at a Council meeting on 11 October.

However, since the Order came into force on 1 November,
professional dog walkers have contacted the Council to request
alternative options are considered to allow the walking of more
than four dogs in public open spaces. WNC is in the process of
arranging a meeting with representatives for professional dog
walkers to discuss the options going forward to support these
groups. Until these talks have taken place, the Council will not
be taking enforcement action where more than four dogs are
being walked in public open spaces, as long as dog walkers
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adhere to the other requirements of the PSPOs.

RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN)

RSN Rural Net Zero 25 January 2023
As the WNC Member Representative on the RSN, | will attend the RSN Rural Net Zero on 25 January 2023
online.

PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Appeals
Since my appointment, | have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South
Northamptonshire. The update for this month is as follows:
e Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed
Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed
Blakesley Hill, Greens Norton-Dismissed
Greens Norton, land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn
Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Dismissed
Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Dismissed.
e Yardley Gobion, land at Asana Lodge Appeal-Inquiry 8 February 2022 for 3 days-Cancelled
e Yardley Gobion, land East of Northampton Road-Allowed.

West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan, Spatial Options Consultation

The council is preparing a new local plan, known as the West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan (WNSP), to
review and replace the strategic policies in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) (Local Plan
Part 1), which was adopted in December 2014. A consultation on potential spatial options was undertaken
between October and December 2021 and at the Planning Policy Committee 28 June 2022, when the
Committee considered a report which provided a summary of the responses received to the consultation.

The spatial options consultation envisaged a plan period extending up to 2050 to reflect the time covered
by the anticipated spatial framework for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. In response to representations
received and in the light of increased uncertainty regarding the production of a spatial framework for the
Arc, the committee agreed to reduce the plan period for the WNSP to 2041. In addition, the timetable for
the preparation of the WNSP was updated and this was addressed by a revised Local Development Scheme.
It envisages the approval of a draft plan for public consultation by the end of the calendar year to enable
completion of further technical work and further member engagement. The Plan is expected to be
adopted by March 2024.

Government Consultation Document issued on reforms to NPPF

The Government’s consultation document on proposed reforms to national planning policy and indicative
mark-up of the NPPF arrived on 22 December 2022. Government has begun the consultation process for
key elements of the planning system. The Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: Reforms to National Planning
Policy is due to close on March 02 2023 and is now open for submissions.
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It includes proposals on immediate changes to planning policy, offers proposals for how the Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill should be implemented and references potential longer-term changes to national
planning policy.

The consultation document lists 58 questions and it’s 32 pages

long and it closes 3 March 2023. This new document includes the =

actual proposed wording of the revised NPPF itself. The changes

are easy to spot, for instance:

ounkwnN

N

National Planning Policy Framework

watering down of the paragraph 11 (d) tilted balance and

of the requirements on local planning authorities to

maintain an adequate housing supply and meet housing

delivery targets

watering down of the local plan “soundness” test

references to the standard method as only an “advisory starting point”

express references to the needs for retirement housing, housing with care and care homes
References to “beauty” and a weirdly specific passage extolling the virtues of mansard roofs

“Green Belt boundaries are not required to be reviewed and altered if this would be the only
means of meeting the objectively assessed need for housing over the plan period”

Changes in relation to climate change and renewable energy

“The availability of agricultural land used for food production should be considered, alongside the
other policies in this Framework, when deciding what sites are most appropriate for development”.
Important transitional arrangements in paragraph 225 and 226

But what is being consulted upon does not stop at the proposed changes to the NPPF but also covers
various other longer - term aspects of the reform agenda.
The re-construction of the system is going to be underway for some years. An indicative timeline:

Consultation closes: 3 March 2023
Government response to consultation and publication of revised NPPF: Spring 2023
Changes to take effect that are being consulted upon in the current document as to:

o Increasing the emphasis on provision of social rented housing

o More older people’s housing

o More small sites for small builders

o Greater emphasis on the role that community-led development can have in supporting the

provision of more locally-led affordable homes

Consultation on proposed changes to the rest of the NPPF and on more detailed policy options and
proposals for National Development Management Policies (supported by environmental
assessments), once the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill is passed through all its Parliamentary
stages: from Spring 2023 Three further measures to be introduced, via changes to the NPPF to
encourage developers to build out “as soon as possible”:
We will publish data on developers of sites over a certain size in cases where they fail to build out
according to their commitments.
Developers will be required to explain how they propose to increase the diversity of housing
tenures to maximise a development scheme’s absorption rate (which is the rate at which homes
are sold or occupied).
The National Planning Policy Framework will highlight that delivery can be a material consideration
in planning applications. This could mean that applications with trajectories that propose a slow
delivery rate may be refused in certain circumstances.”
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There will be “a separate consultation on proposals to introduce a financial penalty against developers who
are building out too slowly”. Changes to the soundness test will apply to local plans, which have not
reached pre-submission consultation stage within 3 months of the revised NPPF: summer 2023

Further updates to the NPPF: later in 2023

Whilst flexibility as to the use of the standard method will be in place from Spring 2023 as part of the
revised NPPF, there will be a review of standard method for calculating local housing need, once 2021
census is published: 2024 (NB “It remains our intention to publish the 2022 Housing Delivery Test results.
However, given our proposed changes and consultation on the workings of the Housing Delivery Test, we
would like to receive views on whether the test’s consequences should follow from the publication of the
2022 Test or if they should be amended, suspended until the publication of the 2023 Housing Delivery Test,
or frozen to reflect the 2021 Housing Delivery Test results while work continues on our proposals to
improve it. We will take a decision on the approach to the Housing Delivery Test and the implementation
of any the proposed changes in due course, once we have analysed consultation responses”).

Implementation of the LURB plan-making reforms: late 2024

Transitional arrangements will mean that for the purposes of decision-making, “where emerging local plans
have been submitted for examination or where they have been subject to a Regulation 18 or 19
consultation which included both a policies map and proposed allocations towards meeting housing need,
those authorities will benefit from a reduced housing land supply requirement. This will be a requirement
to demonstrate a 4-year supply of land for housing, instead of the usual 5: two year transitional period, so
until Spring 2025

Deadline of 30 June 2025 for plan makers to “submit their local plans, neighbourhood plans, minerals and
waste plans, and spatial development strategies for independent examination under the existing legal
framework; this will mean that existing legal requirements and duties, for example the Duty to Cooperate,
will still apply.

We are also proposing that all independent examinations of local plans, minerals and waste plans and
spatial development strategies must be concluded, with plans adopted, by 31 December 2026. These plans
will be examined under the current legislation.”

Latest date for any old-style local and minerals and waste plans to be adopted (or in the case of Strategic
Development Strategies, published): April 2027

Latest date when LPAs must begin the new style plan-making process (if their previous plan was adopted
on 31 December 2026): 31 December 2031

January, South Northamptonshire Local Area Planning Committee Site Visits

The following two Committee site visits took place on 3 January 2023.
e WNS/2022/1525/FUL
Hybrid planning application: Outline planning permission sought for up to two self-custom build
dwellings, with access for consideration. Full planning permission sought for restoration works to
existing brick lean-to structure.
Land North Of Whiston Road, Cogenhoe, Northamptonshire.
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e WNS/2021/2154/FUL
Proposed conversion of stone barn, new 3-bedroom dwelling to south-west with proposed new access.
Briary Cottage, 8 Lumber Lane, Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, NN12 7ND

Changes to National Planning Policy on Onshore

Wind Development
The government will consult on proposed changes to national k‘
planning policy on onshore wind development to explore how
local communities can show support. The government
commits to launching a technical consultation to explore how
local authorities demonstrate local support and respond to
views of their communities when considering onshore wind
development in England. Decisions on onshore wind sites will
continue to be made at a local level as these are best made by local representatives who know their areas
best and are democratically accountable to the local community. To deliver a more localist approach, and
its commitments in the British Energy Security Strategy, the government will consult on proposed changes
to national planning policy. Under the proposals, planning permission would be dependent on a project
being able to demonstrate local support and satisfactorily address any impacts identified by the local
community. Local authorities would also have to demonstrate their support for certain areas as being
suitable for onshore wind, moving away from rigid requirements for sites to be designated in local plans.
Today’s announcement builds on previous Government action to make sure local communities are at the
heart of decisions on onshore wind. Changes introduced in 2016 that made local councils responsible for
onshore wind applications, instead of the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project regime, will remain in
place.

The Government will make sure strong environmental protections first brought in by the Government in
2015 remain, so that valued landscapes such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
the Green Belt are protected. The government will also seek views on developing local partnerships for
supportive communities, so that those who wish to host new onshore wind infrastructure can benefit from
doing so, such as through lower energy bills. New digital engagement techniques during the planning
process will ensure people across the local community can continue to make their views known. The
government will also consider how the planning system can support communities to have a say on the
necessary infrastructure to connect wind farms to the grid and encourage the upgrading of existing wind
farm sites.

The government will be inviting views from local authorities, communities and businesses. The technical
consultation on changes to the National Planning Policy Framework was launched on 22 December 2022
and it will be concluded by the end of April 2023.

HOUSING

West Northamptonshire Housing

Strategy

Councillors have approved a fresh strategy for
improving housing for residents across West
Northamptonshire whilst tackling issues including
homelessness and the cost-of-living crisis. E
At a meeting on Friday, 23 September members of the CounC|I's Cablnet agreed to progress proposals for
the new strategy which sets out plans for the next three years and supports the Council’s vision.
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The strategy focuses on four themes which plan to tackle a number of key issues including a need for more
affordable housing, reducing homelessness, addressing cost of living increases and recognising a need for
more housing to meet the needs of our growing aging population.
The themes set out in the strategy are:

e Deliver homes people need and can afford

e Improve the quality, standard and safety of homes and housing services

e Support residents to live healthy, safe, independent and active lives

e Support thriving and sustainable communities
The strategy was developed following a public consultation earlier this year involving local community
members, voluntary and charitable organisations and wider stakeholders, with overall feedback presenting
strong support for the themes and priorities.
West Northamptonshire is a growing area, with a population of 425,700 (2021 Census) residents, it is
anticipated that the population will grow by 7% up to 2030, and the number of households is set to grow by
12% by 2030. Within that, the population aged 65 year and over is expected to grow by 9% which
represents 76% of total population growth.
The full Housing Strategy can be viewed on the WNC website.
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/housing/housing-strategy

ENVIRONMENT

Cleaner Communities

Since adopting the fly-tipping charter earlier this year, which complements the previously launched litter
charter, | wanted to provide you with an update on the progress to formally launch and embed this.

There were five key actions drawn together for the plan to implement this, and work has been on going
over the last few months to implement these actions, alongside the continued enforcement duties
undertaken by the environmental crime team.

The progress against these key actions is as follows:

e QOur camera deployment policy, setting out where and when we will deploy enforcement cameras,
has been finalised and adopted by our teams.

e A communications strategy is in place, in the form of our new
Cleaner Communities campaign. A new web area has been
launched at www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cleanercommunities
and we are in the process of developing new content,
including a video case study showing the work carried out by
our wardens to tackle fly-tipping and advising people how
they can help support that work.

o The next step was to formally launch our Fly-tipping Charter to
the public and the media. Please look out for our
#cleanercommunities posts and share the content where you
can.

e A comprehensive review of the use of CCTV and its effectiveness has been carried out, and we are
in the process of obtaining additional CCTV cameras to assist with evidence gathering across our
communities. | will keep you updated as to when the new cameras are in use, and we will also be
issuing press releases at the appropriate time.

e We are working with partners to identify the best method of sharing data about fly-tipping
hotspots. While a common method is not yet in place, the data is being shared effectively, allowing
us to target enforcement activity.

B et Northampy,



https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/housing/housing-strategy
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cleanercommunities?fbclid=IwAR0Qck0qnrTucz-ybphwLs08cP5gsaWlDEr0rQZhWo3UtRV_GQLzXYj5lE4
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cleanercommunities?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWAq9yDOYXaAbP1WqWEHkCRFhpzVVo5izX7iT2C21WR_xZfaImHVTPtHz3Gb5PxEgMhHUangz2P-12sLUPiPauwR2Ji7bmM6AAaqLTQU2QM7VmFhvnUubVn94kdvvMjChhc_lauVbO-UvT-Q19iB_xjn8C03Fk2x1K1HCa9JkRJfQ&__tn__=*NK-R
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e Assessment of the use of external contractor: Kingdom continues to provide external services to
the Council for the current time. A procurement exercise will be undertaken to identify the most
appropriate way of delivering this service once the contract expires.

As part of the Cleaner Communities campaign, we will keep working with businesses, landowners and
residents to educate them on their responsibilities to ensure compliance with legislative requirements and
reduce fly-tipping. We will also continue to develop our social media content and engagement,
encouraging and supporting people to help us tackle fly-tipping in their neighbourhoods.

Waste & Recycling Collections over New Year

The main messages for residents to remember are:
e Waste and recycling collection days in the South Northamptonshire and Northampton areas will
not change over Christmas and New Year.
e Garden waste collections will be suspended from 24 December until 6 January across West
Northants.

Real tree collections
e Crews will collect real Christmas trees between 9 and 20 January.
e Residents in the Daventry and South Northants areas should put real Christmas trees out on the
day that garden waste is due to be collected in their area.
e In the Northampton area real trees should be put out next to recycling bins, and those on sack
collections can present trees beside their recycling boxes and green sacks on their collection day.
Please ensure any trees over 6ft tall are cut in half, so they will fit into the lorries safely. People do not need
a garden waste subscription to put out their real Christmas tree for collection.

Additional recycling

Additional recycling can be put out in clear plastic bags or boxes alongside recycling bins and boxes or can
also be taken to the nearest Household Waste Recycling Centre.
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/household-waste...

Letsrecycle,com winner, Eloise Attwood donates £200 to Community Responders
Letsrecycle.com is pleased to announce Eloise Attwood, Waste and Cleansing
manager at West Northamptonshire council, as the winner of the 2022 Christmas
Picture Competition, sponsored by Permiserv. Launched on 12 December 2022,
the quiz saw letsrecycle.com
readers invited to answer 10
Il questions based on news coverage
§ from 2022, with the winner
d receiving a bottle of champagne and
~ £200 for charity. After receiving
scores of entries — unfortunately,
too many to respond to individually s
— those who answered all 10 questions correctly were put
into a Permiserv hat and the winner selected at random. The
winner was Eloise Attwood and she opted to donate the
money to the South Northants Community Responders, a charity initially set up to help people in rural
areas who suffer cardiac arrests.

Elly is well known to those of us from South Northamptonshire Council and for the great work she has done
with waste and recycling over a number of years. She was delighted to have won the letsrecycle.com



https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/household-waste-recycling-centres-hwrcs?fbclid=IwAR0LDmGYEOGuflX-njQzUxtrwUpiPFS3HYkgK0EFu3l-SQ3qd8-ymKHkemQ
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Christmas Competition 2022 and to donate the money to South Northants Community Responders, who
are volunteers trained to attend certain types of emergency calls in the area where they live or work. Their
aim is to reach a potential life threatening emergency in the first vital minutes before the ambulance crew
arrives.

A New Fly Tipping Charter

A fly-tipping charter has been launched setting out how West
Northamptonshire Council will work to tackle environmental
crime. It outlines the Council’s commitment to working with
local communities to reduce fly-tipping, backed by a robust
enforcement policy to discourage and prosecute offenders.

The Charter includes a detailed plan of action, demonstrating
the steps that are being taken to tackle the issue, including targeted patrols, the use of CCTV, and working
with residents, businesses, and town and parish councils to avoid fly-tipping and gather intelligence to
prosecute. It also sets out how the Council will communicate with businesses, landlords and householders
to ensure they are clear on their responsibilities towards managing their waste responsibly.

The new Fly-Tipping Charter complements the existing Litter Charter, which was launched last summer to
ensure the Council takes a coordinated approach to tackling litter across West Northants. Find out more on
the WNC website - Fly-tipping and duty of care charter https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../fly-tipping-

and-duty...

Crackdown on Fly-Tippers

Our crackdown on fly-tippers continues, with four more people prosecuted recently for dumping their
waste on the street. Heber Luwawu (20) of Bailiff Street, Charlotte Smith (20) of Hampton Street and
Michelle Harris (37) of Naseby Street had all ignored with £150 fixed penalty notices issued to them by our
Neighbourhood Wardens for leaving sacks of rubbish on the street near their homes days before their
collections were due. And when the matters came before We