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NEWS REPORT FEBRUARY 2023

Monthly Highlights

On 16 January 2023, the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) published Homes
for Ukraine: sponsor guides. The Guides for sponsors on the Homes for Ukraine scheme, covers eligibility
criteria, how to apply as a sponsor, advice about how to make your guests welcome in the UK and ending
sponsorship or re matching.

| am still working on a replacement for the Stagecoach 41 Bus Service. Britannia announced the operation
of a new service between Northampton and Bedford, via Olney and Lavendon on 16 January 2023 and has
applied to the Traffic Commissioners for approval for the route. The 350 Northampton to Olney/Milton
Keynes Bus Route is referred to on their website. Britannia is consulting local resident groups, elected
officials, and others with a view to offering a partial replacement for the newly defunct 41 service operated
by Stagecoach. Britannia said, “If the consultation and regulatory application are successful, then we
envisage starting early March due to the 10-week delay between application for registration and
commencement.” The route will cover Northampton, Booth Lane, Brafield on the Green, Denton, Yardley
Hastings, Olney and Lavendon.

| am looking into Concessionary Fare Reimbursement. See my Monthly Report. We need to understand
what needs to be done to make the bus routes sustainable.

WNC plans to undertake works on the drain on Ashton Road, Hartwell week commencing 30 January. This
will be to remove the tree roots in the drain and unblock the system. They are hopeful that this will
alleviate the drainage issues that have been occurring on Blacksmiths Way, Hartwell. | will of course keep
you updated in this matter.

SEGRO is seeking a change to the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent
Order 2019. The Application was published on 10 August 2022 and the Secretary of State initiated a
consultation on the Application on the same day. The deadline for representations on the Application was
26 September 2022. The 1,094 representations submitted in response to the consultation were published
on 11 November 2022.

The Secretary of State has now invited comments from any Interested Party on the representations
received. The Secretary of State has published a submission from the Applicant dated January 2023 which
sets out their response to the representations on the Application. The Secretary of

State now invites any Interested Party to respond to any of the points raised in this submission.

Please note that the deadline for any response is 10 February 2023.

| have several issues with Grand Union Housing Group (GUHG). As a result, | have arranged a meeting with
Aileen Evans, CEO, GUHG on 2 February 2023 so that we can determine the best way to resolve the
outstanding issues.

| have attended several community events this month, which has given me lots of opportunities to catch up
with so many of you. Please read about them all in my Monthly Report.

All Budget consultation feedback is being analysed and considered and will help councillors make a final
decision on the budget at the West Northamptonshire Council Full Council meeting on 22 February 2023.
This meeting is held in public.
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West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) will not currently be pursuing plans to introduce parking charges at
Northampton’s Racecourse for the time being after listening to the concerns raised by residents. Parking
charges at Daventry and Brixworth country parks will also be reviewed so that further options and possible
solutions can be explored.

You are being invited to have your say as West Northamptonshire Council launches an eight-week
consultation on the Draft West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) Private Hire and Hackney Carriage
Licensing Policy. If adopted, the draft WNC policy will replace the current policies for the former local
authority areas of Daventry, Northampton, and South Northants. The consultation will be until 26 March
2023.

West Northants Council manages over 190 parks and open spaces, the majority being situated within
Northampton Town. There is a feedback survey about 22 of these parks. We would like to hear about the
park you visit the most. The information you provide will help us to improve our parks and open spaces and
to prioritise work plans. Your responses are completely anonymous. The Consultation runs until 31 March
2023.

WNC Trading Standards Team is encouraging everyone to register all appliances in their home - whether
they are new, old, or second-hand. That way, you never miss out on a safety notice & recall.
It's a free and easy way to improve safety in your home.

| have been asked to provide details on how to make a request for any recorded information held by the
Council. You should do so by using the online form (details can be found in my monthly report).

WNC has a new Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub. This together with our customer services team is there
to help our residents access information and advice about the rising cost of living and find the support that
is available to them. Please access advice and information, including a directory of warm spaces, on our
Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub. All the various links are in my Monthly Report. For those who can't
access the Internet then please call WNC's customer services team and speak to somebody directly about
the support available between the hours of 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Please call us on 0300 126
7000.

We are reminding residents to use our network of warm spaces if they need to over the Winter period.

The Council can award a Warm Welcoming Spaces Grant to support the creation and / or development of
Warm Welcoming Spaces across West Northants to support residents struggling with fuel costs. These
awards can be made to parish and town councils, community and voluntary organisations, registered
charities and to other qualifying bodies. The funding round will be open to all applications seeking a Warm
Welcoming Spaces Grant (WWSG) from the value of £500 up to £1500. More information is available on
our warm spaces webpage. The grant process closes on 1 March 2023.

People living in rural areas are being urged to complete a survey on the cost of living. The Rural Services
Network (RSN), in partnership with the Citizens Advice Rural Issues Group, has launched the Rural Cost of
Living Household Survey to understand more about rural household budgets during what is a very difficult
time for many. The survey closes on 31 March 2023.

You may like to read the report, Rural cost of living, by Kovia Consulting for the Rural Services Network
(RSN), which discovered people living in rural areas are facing ‘dual energy vulnerability’ with costs of
energy, house prices and transport higher than in other areas. RSN also discovered that rural households
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spend 50% more on transport a week due to a reliance on a car. Bus routes in these areas are continuing to
be cut, with a 27% decrease in bus services across England in the past 10 years. In summary, RSN
concluded that rural areas are facing a triple burden of higher heating and transport costs, while also
earning a lower income.

The aim of the Platinum Jubilee Village Halls Fund is to support the modernisation and improvement of
village halls, so that they are fit for purpose and can provide activities which seek to achieve one or more of
the following outcomes for their communities:

1) Improved health and/or wellbeing and/or reduction in rural loneliness,

2) Positive impact on the local environment, contributes towards net zero,

3) Support for the local rural economy,

4) Promotion of community cohesion.
Grants are for capital improvements only, where projects aim to either upgrade, extend or improve
facilities, or where capital items need to be purchased. They cannot be used for maintenance, repair or
renewal work.
The initial deadline for Stage 1 applications was 20 January 2023. The fund will re-open for Stage 1
applications in mid-February 2023. Demand on the fund will then dictate how long ACRE is able to accept
Stage 1 applications.

Building Control Services is being brought back in house for all of WNC. See my Monthly Report.

Private Landowners can apply for a grant of up to £1,500 towards the cost of having fly-tipped waste
cleared away and to help them establish prevention measures.

Check out the school term dates and holiday dates for 2023 in my Monthly Report.

WNC has appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of the way that bus services are
currently provided across West Northamptonshire. As part of this process, SCP will bring forward
alternative models that would serve our communities better. In doing this work SCP will be contacting
several key stakeholder groups, including bus operators and parish councils. It is anticipated that SCP will
present their findings and report to WNC shortly. This report will inform our West Northants Transport
Strategy that will be developed over the coming period in full consultation with Members and residents.
The project team will be engaging with stakeholders to discuss the current situation and potential
solutions.

People across West Northamptonshire are being urged to plant trees in memory of Her Late Majesty, the
Queen Il, 1926 — 2022. Following the wishes of His Majesty the King, The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC)
initiative has been extended to the end of March 2023 to enable people across the country the opportunity
to plant trees in memory and to honour the late Queen Elizabeth II.

WNC have launched its ICN 10-year strategy. See my Monthly Report

Government has given the green light for the Oxford Cambridge Arc. The initial programme is to:

. Develop a set of propositions to attract international investment and profile the region on a
global stage
. Continue the work underway to embed shared environment principles

A new energy scheme for businesses, charities, and the public sector has been confirmed, ahead of the
current scheme ending in March. The new scheme will mean all eligible UK businesses and other non-
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domestic energy users will receive a discount on high energy bills until 31 March 2024. This will help
businesses locked into contracts signed before recent substantial falls in the wholesale price manage their
costs and provide others with reassurance against the risk of prices rising again.

Find out more about the plans for the Coronation such as Big Help Out on 8 May 2023 and the Coronation
Big Lunch 6-8 May 2023.

AU e Best, Steve
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK

Update on 41 Bus Service

New route Northampton - Olney - Bedford

Britannia announced the operation of a new service between Northampton and Bedford, via Olney and
Lavendon on 16 January 2023 and has applied to the Traffic Commissioners for approval for the route. The
350 Northampton to Olney/Milton Keynes Bus Route is referred to on their website. Britannia is consulting
local resident groups, elected officials, and others with a view to offering a partial replacement for the
newly defunct 41 service operated by Stagecoach.

Britannia said, “If the consultation and regulatory application are successful, then we envisage starting
early March due to the 10-week delay between application for registration and commencement.”

The route will cover Northampton, Booth Lane, Brafield on the Green, Denton, Yardley Hastings, Olney and
Lavendon.

Cogenhoe Village Hopper
The Cogenhoe Village Hopper covers Wollaston, Bozeat, Easton Maudit, Grendon, Whiston, Cogenhoe,
Brafield on the Green, Little Houghton, Great Houghton, Northampton on Mondays to Fridays and
Wellingborough on Saturday.

The Cogenhoe Village Hopper considered adding a shoppers’ service to and from Denton. However, |
understand from Deborah Rush, Clerk to Cogenhoe & Whiston Parish Council, that they have not gone any
further with changing the Village Hopper route as it seemed pointless if a new operator is setting up.

Long term outlook for community transport in rural West Northamptonshire

WNC has appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of the way that bus services are
currently provided across West Northamptonshire. As part of this process, SCP will bring forward
alternative models that would serve our communities better. In doing this work SCP has contacted several
key stakeholder groups, including bus operators and parish councils. It is anticipated that SCP will present
their findings and report to WNC in January 2023. A report will then be presented to Cabinet. This report
will inform our West Northants Transport Strategy that will be developed over the coming period in full
consultation with Members and residents. To further support this work, an internal project has begun by
officers to review how best community transport can be supported by WNC in the future with the current
financial pressures. The project team will be engaging with stakeholders to discuss the current situation
and potential solutions. This team has yet to report its findings.

Concessionary Travel

At the public meeting arranged by Olney Town Council held on 28 October 2022, attended by me and
others, David Boden, Business Development Director, Stagecoach explained why they had taken the
decision to effectively axe the 41 service at relatively short notice. He also said: that, typically, when a
concessionary pass holder makes a “free to the user” journey, for which the full fare would be charged at,
say, £3.00, Stagecoach only receives £0.80 by way of reimbursement. If this calculation is correct and the
mix of full paying to concessionary paying passengers remains unchanged, then it won’t matter who
provides the service on this route it will be extremely unprofitable.
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| have consulted the Government guidance on ‘Concessionary travel for older and disabled people:
guidance on reimbursing bus operators (England)’.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1121
607/Reimbursement_Guidance_2023-24__ ACCESSIBLE_Final_V2.pdf

The objective of reimbursement is described as “No Better, No Worse Off”. The definition of which is in
relation to what the situation would have been in the absence of the scheme, not in relation to last year or
to the year prior to the introduction of the scheme. Indeed, European regulations prevent concessionary
travel schemes being used to provide hidden subsidy (or state aid) to operators.

Operators are reimbursed based on:

TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT DUE = Revenue Forgone [R] + Net Additional costs [A].

The revenue forgone is an estimate of the revenue that would have been received in the absence of a
scheme — it is therefore dependent on

The number of journeys that would have been made by concessionary travellers in the absence of a
scheme. These journeys are also known as non-generated journeys: they would have happened anyway.
The fares that operators would have offered, and concessionary travellers paid in the absence of a scheme.
The recommended approach to estimate the number of journeys that would have taken place in the
absence of the concession is to apply an adjustment factor — the reimbursement factor — to the number of
observed concessionary journeys made using the free fare concession. The reimbursement factor depends
on the sensitivity to fare changes of passengers' desire to travel by bus.

Non-generated journeys [N] = Total concessionary journeys at free fare [J] X Reimbursement factor [RF]
The Government give an example of this calculation and the net additional costs towards the end of the
document referred to above.

The guidance allows for Travel Concession Authorities (TCAs) to consider making special arrangements for
the reimbursement of infrequent bus services. The reason for making this provision is that concessionary
passengers using infrequent bus services may not have the same incentive or opportunity to increase the
number of journeys with free fares compared with a situation of no concessionary scheme as would be the
case with users of more frequent bus services. The users of infrequent bus services are relatively small so
do not show up in national surveys or datasets. However, such services are an important link for rural
communities and can be an important part of the business of small bus operators. This guidance
recommends that the definition of infrequent services is a service of once a day or less. and the same
principle applies to community bus services which are eligible for the national travel concession.

In addition to the mandatory bus concession, which is administered locally by TCAs. TCAs are also able to
offer discretionary concessionary travel schemes, i.e., schemes which go beyond the statutory minimum in
one or more respects under the provisions of the Transport Act 1985.

In ANNEX D there is a worked example of a Reimbursement:

200 concessionary journeys are observed to be made by concessionary passholders.

Of those, 90 journeys would have been made even if passengers had to pay a full fare in the absence of the
scheme. There are therefore 90 non-generated journeys for which the operator needs to be reimbursed
fully (i.e., at full fare)

The reimbursement factor (RF) is 90/200 = 45%. These 90 journeys would have been made at an average
fare of £1.50 (the average fare forgone). The revenue forgone by the operator (that she/he would have
received in the absence of the scheme) is thus 45%*200*£1.50 = £135. The remainder (110) of the
observed journeys are generated journeys, journeys being made because travel is free. The generation
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factor is 110/200 = 55% (i.e., 100%-RF). For these journeys, operators are reimbursed the additional costs
they have incurred because of passengers travelling because it is free.

Total reimbursement due is the sum of the revenue forgone and additional costs: £135+£6.71+£11 =
£152.71.

This represents an average reimbursement of £152.71/200 = £0.76 per observed concessionary journey.

So, in this example the Operator is receiving £0.76 for every concessionary fare holder, where the full fare
is £1.50i.e., 50.7%

In the Stagecoach example we were advised that it was only 27% of the full fare.

Then as | said earlier if this calculation is correct and the mix of full paying to concessionary paying
passengers remains unchanged then it won’t matter who provides the service on this route it will be
extremely unprofitable.

Since gaining an understanding of the issues facing operators with this route, | have sought further clarity
from West Northamptonshire Council about the background to Stagecoach’s reimbursement and whether
WNC as a TCA has at any time offered discretionary concessionary travel schemes, i.e., schemes which go
beyond the statutory minimum in one or more respects under the provisions of the Transport Act 1985. |
need to understand the reimbursement figures from Northamptonshire County Council and now West
Northamptonshire Council as a Unitary on the same route.

To make this route viable for a rural community transport provider then the villages affected together with
WNC need a better understanding of what needs to be done to make the route sustainable and how best
to encourage take up.

Hartwell Flooding and Blocked Drains

WNC is planning to undertake works on the drain on Ashton Road week commencing 30 January. This will
be to remove the tree roots in the drain and unblock the system. They are hopeful that this will alleviate
the drainage issues that have been occurring on Blacksmiths Way. | will of course keep you updated in this
matter.

In an emergency residents have been advised to call 0300 126 7000 between 9.00am and 5.00pm,
Monday to Friday and outside of these hours to call 01604 651074.

Comments from Interested Parties on Northampton Rail Freight Order Changes
SEGRO (Junction 15) Limited (previously Roxhill (Junction 15) Limited) (“the Applicant”) dated 8 August
Cimraag ™ TAy Catac ™ Shaas 2022 is seeking a change to the
= Northampton Gateway Rail Freight
Interchange  Development  Consent

National Infrastructure Planning

[sear | (search]

o R vonvctn s 2o £ Order 2019 (“the Application”). The
RNat{:‘rFtrﬁgxl;;‘tt::hzn:::an Rail Freight Interchange Decision Decided i App|lcatI0n was pUbIIShed on 10 AugUSt
by Roxhill Developments Limited Find out more about the process > 2022 and the Secreta ry Of State |n|t|ated

te has published a letter (PDF, 126 KB) inviting comments from any Interested Party on the consulta- I H h I . h
eived in relation to the application for a Non-Material Change to the Northampton Gateway Rail a consultation on the App ication on the

Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 2019.

same day. The deadline for
The deadline for any response is 10 February 2023
representations on the Application was
been published.
’ 26 September 2022. The 1,094

representations submitted in response
to the consultation were published on 11 November 2022.
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The Secretary of State then invited comments from any Interested Party on the representations received.
The Secretary of State has published a submission from the Applicant dated January 2023 which sets out
their response to the representations on the Application. The Secretary of

State also invites any Interested Party to respond to any of the points raised in this submission.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/...

Please note that the deadline for any response is 10 February 2023.

Responses to the matters outlined in this letter should be submitted by email to:
NorthamptonGateway@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Warm Spaces Little Houghton

Village Hall
| sampled the delights of the Winter
Warmer facility at the Little Houghton
village Hall yesterday afternoon. It has

Little Houghton
Village Hall

been set up to ensure all
! residents have a place to keep
B warm this winter. A special thank you to Julia and Peter Harrison

for such a warm welcome. Whilst it was very cold outside it was

warm and cosy inside.

As the weather gets colder and energy bills increase significantly for many households its a great idea to
have warm safe places that you can visit. If you have a community space that can be used, please let WNC
know by registering your interest: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx...

The Warm Spaces Initiative was launched by West Northamptonshire Council in October and has so far
seen 70 spaces open their doors to members of the public. The Council can award a grant to support the
creation and / or development of Warm Welcoming Spaces across West Northants to support residents
struggling with fuel costs. These awards can be made to parish and town councils, community and
voluntary organisations, registered charities and to other qualifying bodies. The funding round will be open
to all applications seeking a Warm Welcoming Spaces Grant (WWSG) from the value of £500 up to £1,500.
More information is available on our warm spaces webpage. The grant process closes on 1 March 2023.

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost.../looking-warm-spaces

Little Houghton Village Hall, 50, Bedford Road, Little Houghton, NN7 1AB in the centre of the village is open
from 2.00pm to 5.00pm every Wednesday until the end of February 2023, and there is a warm welcoming
space for a chat or quiet time with refreshments available. We look forward to seeing you there.



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Finfrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk%2Fprojects%2Feast-midlands%2Fnorthampton-gateway-rail-freight-interchange%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR07O3_Qpi4a4kocGXR6qjRzCN6icdxdBcyPlbUF1SXouSWCbGbAFrMitRg&h=AT3LdZxhagaeG6IZqOONjOrofX4cWGF2xmZ_319-7VOyJAHO2qQHlhtcU15_lpzarAMPwN0-FT5R4zuY9yxidRhPHObJi0GeJzaS_hi6Sx-xy-7Cjksti-NB9_7HgnDmtEbC&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT32jmKo19LvEMCm1pt9TKu1uinAvStiHgiuUfosZrgICS6PL6PUDfH7eDtsah5pkAmC_JWvhcSB0FAv9QpF7xtjNPIAA1PaSM2E_uDgDR6Hx9KiyEedCM_wK95V1PNHDMai
mailto:NorthamptonGateway@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1EFXZ8ANyAHyfl2-aoJu4AbHsQRCI_viiiMEWUkEMbifcn0pTnCw1fZhs
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support/looking-warm-spaces?fbclid=IwAR04dcujsVbKmLUizSvUscBv_SyVOMyvXOTIs8ejbtkJ_rOGzOFv-yIvFJk
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Damaged Grit Bin Bramley Close/Orchard Way,

Cogenhoe

| have escalated the problem with the damaged Grit bin on Bramley
Close/Orchard Way, Cogenhoe with Fix My Street on 5 January
2023. The Cogenhoe Parish Council raised this matter on 4 January
2023. | will keep you informed regarding progress.

Cogenhoe WI plant their Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) tree
| was thrilled to be asked by Margaret Irvine on behalf of the :
past members of the Cogenhoe WI to help plant their Queen’s

Green Canopy (QGC) tree. When the WI
closed recently, they used their remaining
funds to purchase a tree & plaque. Since
the QGC initiative was extended to the end
of March 2023, to enable people across the
country the opportunity to plant trees in
memory and honour of her Majesty the Queen, it was thought fitting that the WI who at the time of the
Coronation in 1952 had donated the poplar trees that you can see along the edge of the Cogenhoe Playing
Fields, should plant a tree in memory of her Majesty the Queen. Before | planted the tree today, Maggie
said a few words of thanks to all who had helped get the tree ready for planting. A special thank you to
Deborah, Jim, Jon and Colin for helping where needed. Without their involvement, | would have had lots
more to do today. Instead, | was able to help celebrate the occasion by saying a few words of thanks too. |
was proud to support this initiative and | trust that this tree will bring lots of enjoyment to others in the
future. Just as the Poplar trees have done since the Coronation. | closed my short speech by using a Robert
Louis Stevenson quote:

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds you plant.”

Well done to the past members of the Cogenhoe WI.

The tree was planted on the York Avenue side of the playing field and Deborah has already added the
details to the national map that includes all of the trees planted as part of the QGC scheme.

Denton Food Larder
In case you didn’t know, the Denton Food Larder reopened in the Village Hall, Denton on 9 January 2023. It
is now open every Monday at 5.15pm.
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progressing. Sandra Osmond and Andrea Treeby were
manning the front desk and welcomed us as we arrived
tonight. As word of its existence is spreading fast, it was
exceptionally well attended. There was quite a long
queue forming from about 5.00pm.
You can purchase 10 items for £5 and then add free
bread, fruit and vegetables to your purchase. They now
have a card machine too.

Whope@@m‘w@ Community larders operate a membership programme

that provides access to surplus groceries (store cupboard

and refrigerated items, fruit and vegetables) at heavily discounted rates. The food rescued is saved from
landfill and helps stop food waste. The larders are run by volunteers who are committed to getting
affordable food to our communities and are open to everyone.

YHB LARDER @ DENTON We visitsed it earlier this evening to see how things were
e

A special thank you to all of the volunteers.
Why not come along, meet the team and find out more about how to make your money go further?

Cogenhoe Primary School

| am meeting Mrs Blackwell, Acting
Headteacher at the Cogenhoe Primary School
on 8 February 2023 to discuss their Road
Safety Plans. Their Newsletter of 13 January
2023 included a reference to the fact that
WNC had been in touch with the school to

make them aware of some potentially unsafe }
crossing of the road. They have asked parents

to be extra vigilant upon pick up and drop off ensuring that
children are not running near the roads and remain
accompanied by an adult.

Low Water Pressure Lodge Road/Close Little
Houghton
On 14 January 2023, | spoke to Anglian Water who confirmed
’ that the low water pressure
problem in Lodge Road and
Lodge Close, Little Houghton
needed to be addressed by
Grand Union Housing on behalf
of their tenants together with
the owners of private properties.
Following my conversation with Anglian Water, | sent an email to the CEO of
Grand Union Housing Group (GUHG) asking them to make contact with me as
soon as possible with a view to determining the best way to proceed. | have
also reminded them that unless this issue was resolved within a reasonable
time, | understood that it could become an enforcement matter on behalf of
Anglian Water and require resolution within seven days.
Peter Harrlson agreed to be the liaison person from Little Houghton Parish Council and he co-ordinated
with those affected.




Councillor Stephen Clarke 15
Member for Hackleton and Grange Park
West Northamptonshire Council
stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk

As | am working on a number of matters involving GUHG, | made contact with Aileen Evans, CEO requesting
a meeting so that we can determine the best way to resolve the outstanding issues. She has agreed to meet
me together with Phil Hardy, Grand Union Executive Director of Operations on 2 February 2023 at their
offices in Milton Keynes so that we can discuss all of my casework in Hackleton and Grange Park

On19 January 2023, GUH were on site to make some repairs.

Then, there was further flooding in Lodge Road on 27 January 2023. Having spoken to Anglian Water they
told me it was resolved the same day.

| was informed that it was unrelated to the previous problem in Lodge Close as it was the Anglian Water
main at the top of Lodge Road that sprung a leak. It was like a river flowing down the road with the whole
village having low pressure for a few hours.

| will keep you informed as to all actions taken and progress made with GUHG. In the meantime, please let
me know if you have any current issues with GUHG.
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HOMES FOR UKRAINE

New Sponsor Guides

On 16 January 2023, the Department for Levelling Up,

Housing and Communities (DLUHC) published Homes H 0 M E S Fo R
for Ukraine: sponsor guides. The Guides for sponsors
on the Homes for Ukraine scheme, including eligibility U KRAI N E
criteria, how to apply as a sponsor, advice about how

to make your guests welcome in the UK and ending

sponsorship or re matching.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homes-for-ukraine-sponsor-guides

CONSULTATIONS

Consultation on draft Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing Policy

Residents, businesses and professional drivers are being invited to have their say as West
Northamptonshire Council launches an eight-week consultation on the Draft West Northamptonshire
Council (WNC) Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing Policy. If adopted, the draft WNC policy will
replace the current policies for the former local authority areas of Daventry, Northampton, and South
Northants.

West
Northamptonshir}
Council

The policy sets out the driver, vehicle and operator standards for hackney carriages and private hire
vehicles for current licence holders and all new licence applicants. The consultation specifically focuses on
continuing to increase standards and robust measures to ensure public safety at all times and is carried out
under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

The consultation will be until 26 March 2023 and can be found online at
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../draft-taxi...

Once the consultation closes, all responses will be evaluated and considered. The evaluation will then be
presented along with the policy to WNC’s Licensing Committee for consideration before the policy is
adopted and comes into force.

West Northamptonshire Parks Visitors Feedback Survey

West Northants Council manages over 190 parks and open spaces, the majority being situated within
Northampton Town. This feedback survey is about 22 of these parks. Parks and open spaces provide vital
opportunities for recreation, contributing to the physical and mental health of the people of West
Northamptonshire as well as being important for habitats, supporting local wildlife and biodiversity.

We would like to hear about the park you visit the most. The information you provide will help us to
improve our parks and open spaces and to prioritise work plans. The survey should only take 5 minutes,
and your responses are completely anonymous. Please complete one questionnaire for the park you visit
the most but if you'd like to comment on more than one park, please answer separately for each one.

Have your say
Please tell us your views by completing the online feedback survey using the link below.


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homes-for-ukraine-sponsor-guides
https://westnorthants-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/consultation-on-draft-private-hire-and-hackney-carriage-licensing-policy
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fcet%2Fdraft-taxi-policy-2023%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR11wt1GjDzS0EhwJIkvSl1xpoUHbpI520wm0HhErJo5mx9egSEW6MMkiQU&h=AT22ZU2o3BEL6PfSLWILM2klBI_4oucvtBfKjTbhuOA2-Qtbk_ZgQspE6BjdzjAMHo94d13najgvi-qof_MSlw-51sd2NRZsiyoSE47SLbxowmGUrXDBTH-POHRDLXm7WQvl&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1TDOEa1B--3es-XJawM9B1eGn3MHiU50jiy5cd5idFUhXSPtmCjUgcmiGQXrzyn704T-xY7ODUlWAzWCWPWksQD1CC8vtYtz_YfLko2W91406d36xNQvkNTLdYEoz3sh-p
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https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-
25.8637773784/

If you need assistance to complete the online questionnaire or would like a copy of it in another format
(including paper, easy read or large print) you can contact us by email, post or telephone. Our contact
details are as follows:

Our email address: parks.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk

Our postal address:

Environment, Countryside and Parks Team

West Northamptonshire Council

Lodge Road

Daventry

NN11 4FP

Our telephone: 0300 126 7000

The consultation runs until 31 March 2023.

FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION

2023/24 Budget
People had until the end of January to have their say
on the Draft 2023/24 Budget.

The draft budget featured a broad range of proposals
to bridge the funding gap, including:

e Increasing fees and charges for services such
as garden waste collections and car parking,
aligning them with the national average to
fairly reflect today’s operating costs, and
allowing the Council to meet the demand in
critical services protecting vulnerable adults
and children.

e Reviewing services to make them more efficient while saving hundreds of thousands of pounds.
The proposals include reviewing the policy, processes and systems for the Home to School
Transport service to reduce running costs, and the introduction of three-weekly waste collections
in South Northants and some parts of Northampton, to bring the service in line with the Daventry
area.

e Raising Council Tax by 4.99%, in line with the Government’s allowance, generating additional
funding of around £11.5 million - with 2% of the increase going towards adult social care.

e Restructuring service areas within the organisation and introducing new, more efficient ways of
working to make back-office savings without impacting on how services are delivered to residents.

e Investing significant extra funding to meet the increasing demand for adult and children’s services,
providing more cost effective and better preventative care for vulnerable residents.

During the next financial year, we plan to carry out a capital investment programme of more than
£12.2million to improve local roads, and public health funding will go to a range of schemes to improve
residents’ wellbeing, reducing health inequalities and support communities through this period of high


https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-25.8637773784/
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/place/wnc-parks-visitors-survey/consultation/subpage.2022-02-25.8637773784/
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inflation. We will also continue to drive economic growth in West Northants, with further progress
expected on the multi-million-pound regeneration of Northampton through the Government’s Towns Fund.

The challenge of bridging the £60 million funding gap left us with some very tough decisions, so we
produced a set of proposals that address the pressures we are under, while allowing us to continue to
protect the most vulnerable in our society and deliver services to residents across our communities.

All consultation feedback is being analysed and considered and will help councillors make a final decision
on the budget at the West Northamptonshire Council Full Council meeting on 22 February 2023. This
meeting is held in public.

Cost of Living Online Support Hub

WNC has a new Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub: https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support
This together with our customer services team is there to help our residents access information and advice
about the rising cost of living and find the support that is available to them.

Please access advice and information, including a directory of
warm spaces, on our Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support

For those who can't access the Internet, residents can also call
WNC'’s customer services team and speak to somebody directly
about the support available between the hours of 9am to 5pm,
Monday to Friday. Please call us on 0300 126 7000.

REGULATORY SERVICES

WNC Bird Flu Prevention Measures

From Tuesday 13 December you can now report dead wild birds by using an online service. It’s quick & easy
to do. See GOV.UK to access this service https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds

REPORT DEAD WILD BIRDS ONLINE Trading Standards will respond to complaints in relation to
poultry keepers who may not be complying with the
requirements.

Please email tradingstandards@westnorthants.gov.uk

New online service to
report dead wild birds

Jb The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has said the risk to

public health from
the virus is very low.

LOVE YOUR APPLIANCE?
The Food Standards Agency said avian influenza pose a very low MAKE IT OFFICIAL!
MA 4

food safety risk for customers and advised that properly cooked
poultry and poultry products, including eggs, are safe to eat.

Register My Appliance

WNC Trading Standards Team is encouraging everyone to register all
appliances in their home - whether they are new, old or second
hand. That way, you never miss out on a safety notice & recall.

Register for safety

Registel: v~ repairs and recalls.
my appliance rciste e.org.uk



https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR1z_O7NFbZlCQytXX6uDBJuA6dHlhgp4WvDKHZL8HY039MmxcOVe6k02KA
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR3CUm7W8ptqxe9LWiZvcBYzgYUCTVwF6cJ4ffBV9Rzy1yuz5q_emJsTfl4
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It's a free and easy way to improve safety in your home www.registermyappliance.org.uk/registration/

Changes to the Electoral Boundary Commission Review

Dates

WNC has been advised of changes to the proposed consultation dates
for the West Northamptonshire Electoral Boundary Review. The
consultation on the Commission’s ward pattern proposal was due to
start on 6 February. However, due to capacity issues at the
Commission, it will now start on 7 March and will run until 15 May. The
Commission’s final recommendations will now be published on 1 August
2023.

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-
midlands/northamptonshire/west-northamptonshire

WNC to look PSPO in relation to the walking of more than four dogs

Key representatives for those who make a living by walking dogs are being invited to meet with Council and
service leads at WNC following the implementation of new rules relating to public open spaces. As you will
recall, on Tuesday, 1 November a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) was formally adopted across the
Daventry and South Northants areas. The PSPO aims to keep members of the community safe while
enjoying public spaces and includes a ban on people smoking in children’s playgrounds, as well as a
requirement that dog walkers pick up after their pets do not walk more than four dogs at the same time in
public spaces. More than four dogs can be walked on private land with permission of the landowner, and
dedicated dog walking areas. Promotion of the proposed new rules started in August, with further publicity
around the decision-making at a Council meeting on 11 October.

However, since the Order came into force on 1 November,
professional dog walkers have contacted the Council to request
alternative options are considered to allow the walking of more
than four dogs in public open spaces. WNC is in the process of
arranging a meeting with representatives for professional dog
walkers to discuss the options going forward to support these
groups. Until these talks have taken place, the Council will not
be taking enforcement action where more than four dogs are
being walked in public open spaces, as long as dog walkers
adhere to the other requirements of the PSPOs.

WNC Reconsidering Revised Parking

Charges

West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) will not
currently be pursuing plans to introduce parking
charges at Northampton’s Racecourse for the
time being after listening to the concerns raised
by local residents.

Parking charges at Daventry and Brixworth
country parks will also be reviewed so that
further options and possible solutions can be
explored.



http://www.registermyappliance.org.uk/registration/?fbclid=IwAR1--RXpRF9g6MEgKbNDCSbatt2zEKwyWXvKXwZrNAIMV8NfM1k4dgoekDY
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/west-northamptonshire
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/west-northamptonshire
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The Council will also be engaging with town centre businesses over plans to revise parking charges in
Northampton town centre and working with the Business Improvement District (BID) to explore options
around the future structure of parking charges.

The proposals to review parking arrangements in Northampton town centre, the Racecourse and at
Daventry and Brixworth country parks form part of WNC’s draft budget proposals for 2023/24, as the
authority seeks ways to address a significant funding gap whilst continuing to protect and deliver vital
services. Public consultation is currently under way on the draft budget and residents are encouraged to
give their views before its closes next week (Tuesday, 31 January).

On 17 January 2023, Cabinet members withdrew their decision to proceed with the proposals until further
work is carried out to evidence the issues involved and the Council arrives at the best range of solutions. At
the meeting, members listened to concerns from residents that introducing fees at the Racecourse could
exacerbate local parking problems.

As part of its draft budget for next year, WNC is also considering proposals to increase parking charges in
Northampton town centre by the equivalent of around 10p an hour along with the possibility of removing
the two-hour free period on Saturdays and introducing a Sunday charge. With public consultation on the
budget already under way, there are also plans to engage with local business representatives to look at
future options for these pricing structures.

Changes to Elections Act-Voter ID legislation

update

During December, Legislation mandating voter ID for
elections in Great Britain passed through the House of Lords.
The voter ID provisions are due to be in place for local
elections in England May 2023 and at any UK Parliamentary
election held after that date. This week, DLUHC published
guidance, which outlines the methodology taken to calculate
the value of new burdens funding to be paid to councils to
implement the introduction of voter identification and
accessibility. The guidance sets out the modelling approach :
undertaken to estimate these costs and allocate funding to councils to support the delivery of elections and
electoral registration activities. Read more about Voter ID legislation and DLUHC new burdens guidance.

Food Crime

When you think of illegal activity, food
crime might not be the first thing that
comes to mind, but it is something that it is
happening in West Northamptonshire and
across the country. Food crime is where
food and drink are sold illegally and is often
unsafe or isn’t what is claims to be. It can
range from isolated acts of dishonesty by
an individual to organised illegal activities
planned by criminal networks and s




Councillor Stephen Clarke 21
Member for Hackleton and Grange Park
West Northamptonshire Council
stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk

estimated to cost £1.17 billion a year in the UK.
There are many types of food crime, which the most common being:

e Theft - dishonestly obtaining food, drink or feed products to profit from their use or sale

o lllegal processing - slaughtering or preparing meat and related products in unapproved premises or
using unauthorised techniques

e  Waste diversion - illegally diverting food, drink or feed meant for disposal, back into the supply
chain

e Adulteration - including a foreign substance which is not on the product’s label to lower costs or
fake a higher quality

e Substitution - replacing a food or ingredient with another substance that is similar but inferior

e Misrepresentation - marketing or labelling a product to wrongly portray its quality, safety, origin or
freshness

e Fraud - making, using or possessing false documents with the intent to sell or market a fraudulent
or substandard product.

Unfortunately, there are individuals and businesses that continue to exploit consumers by illegally selling
and distributing counterfeit items which can be seriously harmful to consumers, food businesses and the
wider food industry.
What to look out for:

e Food or drink, which is significantly cheaper than you would expect it to be.

e Concerns at a food business where they could be extending durability date, using poorer quality

products or making false claims.
e You see food being delivered to a business in a non-business vehicle.

If you have concerns about food crime, please contact West Northamptonshire Council Environmental
Health Team: environmentalhealth@westnorthants.gov.uk

To find out more information visit the National Food Crime Unit (NFCU) webpage, which is part of the Food
Standards Agency: https://www.food.gov.uk/safety-hygiene/food-crime

Freedom of Information Requests
| have been asked to provide details on how to make a request for any recorded information held by the
Council. You should do so by using the online form:
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../make-freedom...
Alternatively, you can put your request in writing via email to datarequests@westnorthants.gov.uk or by
post.
For an information request to be valid it must:
* be made in writing (typically letter, email
or online form)
e include contact details (full name and
contact address or email)
e describe the information being requested
in enough detail to allow it to be located
¢ be specific enough to allow the response
to be made within the Appropriate Limit
and Fees Regulations (18 hours of officer
time to collate, prepare and respond)

()



https://www.food.gov.uk/safety-hygiene/food-crime?fbclid=IwAR2ALskgKKGSZdwJxdjUhD4LwgH0TAwo9OyiaYNTVTG9PLUr93NS03vWopU
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/your-council/make-freedom-information-foi-request?fbclid=IwAR12oeI2uir8esH_Jzimj_oIToEG2pHdAzzn2c0eSEDx6_lMgW-Gd12GYsQ
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However, you do not have to mention the Act or direct your request to a designated member of staff.

West Northamptonshire Council is a newly established organisation combining the former district and
borough councils of Daventry, Northampton and South Northamptonshire along with Northamptonshire
County Council. If your request relates to a prior district/borough council service, please indicate which
geographic area your request relates to in order to help us respond promptly with the relevant
information. If you do not state either the geographic area or West Northamptonshire as a whole, we
reserve the right to clarify this before proceeding with your enquiry.

You should then expect to receive a response within 20 working days. Only in exceptional circumstances
will a request be extended and then only because of complex exemption considerations or deliberations.

RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN)

Rural Cost of Living Survey

People living in rural areas are being urged to complete a survey on the cost of living. The Rural Services
Network (RSN), in partnership with the Citizens Advice Rural Issues Group, has launched the Rural Cost of
Living Household Survey to understand more about rural household budgets during what is a very difficult
time for many.

Independent research commissioned by the RSN, in
the summer last year showed rural areas are suffering
more acutely from the cost-of-living crisis compared
to urban areas. To lend more weight to the argument
for more funding for rural areas the RSN is calling on
as many rural residents as possible to complete a
Rural Cost of Living Household Survey. Research has
shown that those living in rural areas face extra costs
and the RSN wants to explore the impacts for
households. People are encouraged to help by
completing the survey by the closing date of 31
March.

The results will help the RSN engage more effectively with Government Departments, MPs and other policy
makers. Please help spread the word by forwarding the survey link to contacts, networks, family and
friends living in rural areas.

Rural Households Survey on the Cost of Living

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/.../Rural Households Cost...

Kovia Consulting Rural Cost of Living Report

You may like to read the report, Rural cost of living, by Kovia Consulting for the Rural Services Network
(RSN), which discovered people living in rural areas are facing ‘dual energy vulnerability’ with costs of
energy, house prices and transport higher than in other areas. RSN also discovered that rural households
spend 50% more on transport a week due to a reliance on a car. Bus routes in these areas are continuing to
be cut, with a 27% decrease in bus services across England in the past 10 years. In summary, RSN
concluded that rural areas are facing a triple burden of higher heating and transport costs, while also
earning a lower income. https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-cost-of-living.pdf

RSN are asking Government to overcome policy silos and develop an integrated approach that recognises
the multiple forms of disadvantage rural areas face.


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Rural_Households_Cost-of-Living?fbclid=IwAR3_PFcJ8S0U3sVpwa_FAhf4jcii8XDUh9Qtx9cjHBmofCSU4-349jbXn4M
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-cost-of-living.pdf
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PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Appeals
Since my appointment, | have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South
Northamptonshire. The update for this month is as follows:
e Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed
e Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed
Blakesley Hill, Greens Norton-Dismissed
Greens Norton, land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn
e Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Dismissed
e Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Dismissed.
e Yardley Gobion, land at Asana Lodge Appeal-Inquiry 8 February 2022 for 3 days-Cancelled
e Yardley Gobion, land East of Northampton Road-Allowed.

West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan, Spatial Options Consultation

The council is preparing a new local plan, known as the West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan (WNSP), to
review and replace the strategic policies in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) (Local Plan
Part 1), which was adopted in December 2014. A consultation on potential spatial options was undertaken
between October and December 2021 and at the Planning Policy Committee 28 June 2022, when the
Committee considered a report which provided a summary of the responses received to the consultation.

The spatial options consultation envisaged a plan period extending up to 2050 to reflect the time covered
by the anticipated spatial framework for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. In response to representations
received and in the light of increased uncertainty regarding the production of a spatial framework for the
Arc, the committee agreed to reduce the plan period for the WNSP to 2041. In addition, the timetable for
the preparation of the WNSP was updated and this was addressed by a revised Local Development Scheme.
It envisages the approval of a draft plan for public consultation by the end of the calendar year to enable
completion of further technical work and further member engagement. The Plan is expected to be
adopted by March 2024.

Government Consultation Document issued on reforms to NPPF

The Government’s consultation document on proposed reforms to national planning policy and indicative
mark-up of the NPPF arrived on 22 December 2022.

Government has begun the consultation process for key elements of the planning system. The Levelling-up
and Regeneration Bill: Reforms to National Planning Policy is due to close on March 02, 2023 and is now
open for submissions.

It includes proposals on immediate changes to planning policy, offers proposals for how the Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill should be implemented and references potential longer-term changes to national
planning policy.

The consultation document lists 58 questions and it’s 32 pages
long and it closes 3 March 2023. This new document includes the £
actual proposed wording of the revised NPPF itself. The changes
are easy to spot, for instance:

National Planning Policy Framework

1. watering down of the paragraph 11 (d) tilted balance and
of the requirements on local planning authorities to
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maintain an adequate housing supply and meet housing delivery targets
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watering down of the local plan “soun