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NEWS REPORT APRIL 2023 

Monthly Highlights 
Due to more visa applications being approved, further hosts are needed as new arrivals from Ukraine are 
looking to make West Northamptonshire their temporary home.   
 
Displaced people from Ukraine can now apply to enter the ballot for tickets for the Eurovision Song Contest 
2023.  The ballot allows individuals to apply for up to two tickets, if the person applying holds a biometric 
residence permit.  The ballot is open until 4pm on Thursday 6 April.  You can find details in my monthly 
report. 
 
On 2 March 2023, WNC finally informed us of proposals to introduce a 40mph speed limit Order on Bedford 
Road, Northampton and a 50mph speed limit on A428 Northampton Road, through Great Houghton, Little 
Houghton, Brafield on the Green, Denton, Castle Ashby, and Yardley Hastings.  The existing 30 mph 
stretches through Brafield on the Green and Yardley Hastings remain unchanged.  The consultation closed 
on 23 March, and I can confirm that no objections were raised during the statutory consultation phase of 
the process.  Due to the Easter holidays, the changes to the speed limit on the A428 will be going out to 
Public Consultation on 20th April. 
 
Anglian Water are intending to carry out mains laying works along the Causeway, Northampton.  To 
undertake this work will only be possible under a road closure and it is expected to commence on the 8 
May until the 25 May 2023.   
 
Britannia intended to offer a partial replacement for the newly defunct 41 service operated by Stagecoach.  
They planned to commence services early March due to the 10-week delay between application for 
registration and commencement.  The route was to cover Northampton, Booth Lane, Brafield on the Green, 
Denton, Yardley Hastings, Olney and Lavendon.  On 16 March, I was advised that Britannia Bus had 
withdrawn their proposal for the 340 Northampton-Olney- Bedford service with immediate effect.  Derek 
Taylor, MD, Britannia Bus Ltd had expressed his views on why they reached this decision, which may not be 
the full picture.  Derek Taylor’s views abound, and I would like to be in a better position to give a statement 
of fact regarding any decisions made by Milton Keynes Council regarding the future of this route.  As a 
result, I have organised a meeting with Councillor Jennifer Wilson-Marklew, Cabinet Member for 
Sustainability, Climate Action and Transport on Thursday 6 April 2023.  I will then be in a better position to 
provide an appropriate statement that sets the record straight and clarifies any future opportunities and 
intentions to provide a service for residents on the A428. 
 
WNC appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of the way that bus services are currently 
provided across West Northamptonshire.  To further support this work, an internal project to review how 
best community transport can be supported by WNC is underway.  This team has yet to report its findings.  
West Northamptonshire Council submitted their Addendum for the Rural Prosperity Fund on 30 November 
2022 including a section on the rural challenges of transport.  The investment plan was approved by 
Cabinet on 17 January 2023 and the Year One funds are expected to be received in April 2023.  Councillor 
Daniel Lister, Cabinet Member for Economic Development, Town Centre Regeneration and Growth has 
confirmed that WNC has allocated approximately £600K from the rural prosperity fund to help rural 
transport, in support of the development of the public transport strategy. 
 
SEGRO sought a change to the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 
2019.  The Application was published on 10 August 2022 and the Secretary of State initiated a consultation 
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on the Application on the same day. The deadline for representations was 26 September 2022.  The 1,094 
representations submitted in response to the consultation were published on 11 November 2022.  The 
Secretary of State published a submission from the Applicant dated January 2023 which set out their 
response to the representations on the Application and invited any Interested Party to respond to any of 
the points raised in this submission.  All responses were published on 24 February 2023.  The outcome is 
still awaited.  
 
I am pleased to report that work was completed on the overgrown ditch near Stoneway, Hartwell on 29 
March 2023. 
 
Kier intends to carry out carriageway resurfacing works along the A428 through Yardley Hastings.  To 
undertake this work safely the road needs to be closed with the initial patching works due to commence on 
the 14 June until the 27 June at off peak times.  The closure and diversion can be viewed on one network. 
 
Recently I had to explain to a Parish Council the legal reasons for my not being able to participate in a 
community event which intended to reach a decision regarding the outcome of a planning application.  As 
the Chairman of the South Northamptonshire Local Area Planning Committee, I may be involved in the 
decision making for any subsequent planning application.  The law on bias and pre-determination means 
that Committee Members must take planning decisions with an open mind and having considered all 
relevant material planning considerations.  The safest course is for Committee Members to avoid making 
public statements (including expressing views in emails) as to their support for or opposition to any 
application which would indicate they had made up their minds before the formal consideration of the 
application at the meeting.   
 
The Consultation for the Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licencing Policy has been extended to Sunday 
23 April. 
 
The Consultation to transform Chalk Lane Car Park in Marefair, Northampton into a Heritage Park runs until 
Friday, 7 April. 
 
The Public Spaces Variation Order Consultation runs until 17 April 2023. 
 
The Abington and Fish Street Consultation run until 6 April 2023. 
 
The Home to School Transport Proposal Consultation runs until 30 May 2023. 
 
The Boundary Commission Ward changes Proposal runs until 15 May 2023. 
 
The Food Standards Agency have a free allergy alert service that you can sign up to and get allergy alerts 
sent direct to your mobile phone or inbox. 
 
Residents are set to see further improvements to planning services as West Northamptonshire Council 
(WNC) embarks on a fresh action plan from a recent review.  Since the creation of the new Unitary Council, 
the planning service has been undergoing significant change with work taking place to align and improve 
systems and processes across the three predecessor areas into a new planning directorate. To support this 
work, the Council welcomed a peer review received in December 2022 by the Planning Advisory Service 
(PAS) and the Local Government Association (LGA).  As part of these planned improvements, work has been 
ongoing to implement a new centralised IT platform which will see one system available across West 
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Northants.  This is being delivered in two phases, with the Daventry and South Northants areas moving 
onto the new system in April, and the Northampton area being available from June. 
 
Residents across West Northamptonshire can now sign up to receive optional, chargeable garden waste 
collections from April 2023.  The annual subscription charge for the fortnightly service from April 2023 to 
the end of March 2024 is £55 per bin and people can subscribe via the link on our website. 
I have written to several residents explaining the need to increase the charge for this service. 
 
Low-income off- gas households across West Northamptonshire will soon benefit from energy efficiency 
upgrades and clean heating systems funding, following the successful £82,313,888 Home Upgrade Grant 
Phase 2 funding bid secured by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority Consortium of 
which West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is a member. See my Monthly Report. 
 
People across Northampton will soon be able to use electronic bikes to get around town, as well as Voi’s 
existing shared e-scooters.  Northampton will be one of four locations in which Voi will offer e-bikes for 
hire, with 50 bikes set to be made available later this month.   
 
The Virtual Wellbeing Festival 2023 (VWBF23) is taking place from Monday 3 to Friday 7 July.   
 
There is a free roadshow for mature drivers (over 60) being run by Northamptonshire Safer Roads Alliance 
on Tuesday, 2 May 2023, 09:30 – 11:30am. 
 
In April the UK Safer Internet Centre will be coming to Northampton to deliver some free workshops to 
anyone that works with children and young people.  Please see my report for further details. 
 
Families can get involved in the Animal Paradise trail, Northampton, which runs from April 1-16, by 
downloading the LoyalFree app onto their smartphone and scanning QR codes at each host venue.  See my 
Report. 
 
The Coronation website which provides information about the weekend of special events from 6–8 May to 
celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen is now live.  The site includes 
information about the ceremony on Saturday 6 May, how individuals and organisations can get involved 
through street parties, Coronation Big Lunches, and the volunteering drive on Monday 8 May known as The 
Big Help Out.  Anyone hosting an event or activity to celebrate the Coronation can share their plans and 
populate the official interactive map and events listing which will be promoted in the weeks and months 
leading up to the Coronation.  https://coronation.gov.uk/share-event/ 
 
The Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire is urging people to nominate local volunteers for the Coronation 
Champions Awards – a chance to recognise local heroes and the vital roles they play in our communities.  
Coronation Champions will be invited to attend one of the official Coronation celebrations, such as the 
Windsor Castle Coronation Concert or a Coronation Garden Party. 
 
The Royal Collection Trust have produced an excellent set of resources for schools linked to the Coronation 
with PowerPoint presentations, notes and activity sheets that cover the role of The King, explain what a 
Coronation is and encourage participation. See my Monthly Report. 
 

.All the Best, Steve 
  

https://coronation.gov.uk/share-event/
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PARISH MEETINGS, VISITS AND CASEWORK 

Reduction of Speed Limit on the A428 
Many of you have written 
to me expressing your 
concerns about the 
numbers of accidents, 
some fatal that have 
taken place over the 
years on the A428 
through 
Northamptonshire.  Over 
the last two years, I have 
worked on the need to 
reduce the speed limit on 
the A428 from Brackmills 
to Yardley Hastings.  The 
first hurdle was to 
provide evidence and 
then convince members 

of the Road Safety Panel of the need for a change to the speed limit on this stretch of road.  Agreement 
was reached last year, and I was advised of the Council’s intention to reduce the speed limit between The 
Lakes Roundabout, 
Northampton & the 
West Northamptonshire 
Boundary.  On 2 March 
2023, WNC finally wrote 
to several interested 
parties informing them 
of proposals to 
introduce a 40mph 
speed limit Order on 
Bedford Road, 
Northampton and a 
50mph speed limit on 
A428 Northampton 
Road, through Great 
Houghton, Little 
Houghton, Brafield on 
the Green, Denton, Castle Ashby, and Yardley Hastings.  The existing 30 mph stretches through Brafield on 
the Green and Yardley Hastings remain unchanged.  The proposals have been put forward for maintaining 
safety and have been agreed through the Speed Limit Review Panel.  The consultation closed on 23 March, 
and I can confirm that no objections were raised during the statutory consultation phase of the process.  
Due to the Easter holidays, the changes to the speed limit on the A428 will be going out to Public 
Consultation on 20th April. 
 
Thank you to all those residents who provided evidence of the need to make these changes and supported 
me with this campaign from the outset. 
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Update on 41 Bus Service  
You will be aware that Stagecoach seriously downgraded the 41-bus service recently.  It impacts all the 
villages on the A428 between Bedford and Northampton and is causing serious problems for those who 
work or are in full time education in Northampton, Bedford and Olney.   
 
However, Britannia announced the operation of a new service between Northampton and Bedford, via 
Olney and Lavendon on 16 January 2023 and applied to the Traffic Commissioners for approval for the 
route.  The 340 Northampton to Olney/Milton Keynes Bus Route was referred to on their website.   
 
Britannia intended to offer a partial replacement for the newly defunct 41 service operated by Stagecoach.  
They planned to commence services early March due to the 10-week delay between application for 
registration and commencement.  The route was to cover Northampton, Booth Lane, Brafield on the Green, 
Denton, Yardley Hastings, Olney and Lavendon. 
 
On 16 March, I was advised that Britannia Bus had withdrawn their proposal for the 340 Northampton-
Olney- Bedford service with immediate effect.  Derek Taylor, MD, Britannia Bus Ltd had expressed his views 
on why they reached this decision, which may not be the full picture.   
 
Residents along the route are now asking for a further update regarding the prospects for a bus service to 
replace the 41 service previously provided by Stagecoach.  Derek Taylor’s views abound, and I would like to 
be in a better position to give a statement of fact regarding any decisions made by Milton Keynes Council 
regarding the future of this route.  As a result, I have organised a meeting with Councillor Jennifer Wilson-
Marklew, Cabinet Member for Sustainability, Climate Action and Transport on Thursday 6 April 2023.  I will 
then be in a better position to provide everyone with an appropriate statement that sets the record 
straight and clarifies any future opportunities and intentions to provide a service for my residents on the 
A428. 

Long term outlook for community transport in rural West Northamptonshire 
WNC appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of the way that bus services are currently 
provided across West Northamptonshire.  To further 
support this work, an internal project to review how best 
community transport can be supported by WNC is 
underway.  This team has yet to report its findings.  West 
Northamptonshire Council submitted their Addendum for 
the Rural Prosperity Fund on 30 November 2022 including 
a section on the rural challenges of transport.  The 
investment plan was approved by Cabinet on 17 January 
2023 and the Year One funds are expected to be received 
in April 2023.  Councillor Daniel Lister, Cabinet Member for 
Economic Development, Town Centre Regeneration and 
Growth confirms that WNC has allocated approximately £600K from the rural prosperity fund to help rural 
transport, which will support the development of the public transport strategy being developed. 

Hartwell Flooding and Blocked Drains 
Kier have been working exceptionally hard on the Hartwell Flooding and blocked drains and the matter is 
almost resolved.  WNC identified a blockage in the main drain on Ashton Road near to the Oak Leaf Group 
building.  The drains were overgrown with tree roots, which they believed to be the main cause of the 
drainage issues in the area.  They have removed the tree roots with specialist equipment.  But WNC is 
aware that there are some further tree roots which require removal, and these are being programmed. 
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The residents are still concerned about the drains on the corner of Amberley Way and higher up 
Blacksmith’s Way, and I have passed this information over to Kier for further action.  I will keep the 
residents informed.  
 
In an emergency residents have been advised to call 0300 126 7000 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, 
Monday to Friday and outside of these hours to call 01604 651074. 

Status of Northampton Rail Freight Order Changes 
SEGRO sought a change to the Northampton Gateway Rail Freight Interchange Development Consent Order 
2019.  The Application was published on 10 August 2022 and the Secretary of State initiated a consultation 
on the Application on the same day. The deadline for representations on the Application was 26 September 
2022.  The 1,094 representations submitted in response to the consultation were published on 11 
November 2022. The Secretary of State then invited comments from any Interested Party on the 
representations received.  The Secretary of State 
published a submission from the Applicant dated 
January 2023 which set out their response to the 
representations on the Application. The Secretary 
of State also invited any Interested Party to 
respond to any of the points raised in this 
submission.  The new deadline was 15 February 
2023.  All responses were published on 24 
February 2023.  The outcome is still awaited.  
. https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/... 

Community Help Desk, Mud Kitchen Café, 
Cogenhoe 9 March 2023 
On 9 March 2023, after defrosting the car, I drove across to 
Cogenhoe. Although we had experienced some snow the 
previous evening, we were now experiencing rain.  
Nevertheless, it was a pleasant drive through rural 
Northamptonshire.  

I attended the Mud Kitchen Café with the 
Community Help Desk and caught up with 
Deborah Rush, Clerk to Cogenhoe and Whiston 
Parish Council. We spoke about several current 
issues including the ’New electoral arrangements 
for West Northamptonshire Council, Draft 
Recommendations March 2023’, which was 
issued by Local Government Boundary 
Commission on 7 March 2023. We briefly 

discussed the arrangements for the Southeast and Central area, which covered the wards of ‘Cogenhoe and 
the Houghtons’ and ’Hackleton and Roade’.  
 
The Mud Kitchen Café was busy from 10 o’clock with Mums taking Children to and from the Pre School. 
Then the Community Help Desk was busy too with individuals collecting their prescriptions, which 
continues to be a most popular service.  After much needed refreshments, I left to get back in time to Chair 
the South Northamptonshire Local Area Development Control Committee in the afternoon. 
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Denton Food Larder 
The Denton Food Larder, Village Hall, Denton is now open 
every Monday at 5.15pm.  I visit it periodically to see how 
things are progressing.  It is always exceptionally well 
attended.  
You can purchase 10 items for £5 and then add free bread, 
fruit, and vegetables to your purchase. They now have a 
card machine too. 
Community larders operate a membership programme that 
provides access to surplus groceries (store cupboard and 
refrigerated items, fruit, and vegetables) at heavily 

discounted rates. The food rescued is saved from landfill and helps stop food waste. The larders are run by 
volunteers who are committed to getting affordable food to our communities and are open to everyone.  A 
special thank you to all the volunteers.  
Why not come along, meet the team, and find out more about how to make your money go further? 

Coffee@Carey Hackleton 
On 14 March 2023, I visited the Coffee@Carey, Hackleton. 
Coffee@Carey is the village coffee shop set up in the Carey 
Chapel Hackleton. I frequently visit when out and about in 
Hackleton. It was great to catch up with Revd Jennie, Pauline 
and others.  Jennie tells me that they are now open from 
9.00am on a Tuesday and Wednesday and gave me an update 
on the project to improve the toilets. 
I had been unable to support the Valentine’s Day music event 
at Coffee@Carey, which had been very well attended.  
Pauline told us that her husband Roy Hawkesford, a local 
musician had entertained everyone on his guitar.  She was 
delighted to tell me that his finale had been to play Pauline’s 
favourite song ‘Harvest Moon”.  
 
There is a fundraiser at Coffee@Carey most weeks. So why not check them out 10am - 1pm on a Monday 
and 9am-1pm on a Tuesday and Wednesday 

Overgrown Ditch near Stoneway 
I am pleased to report that work was completed on the 
overgrown ditch near Stoneway, Hartwell on 29 March 2023. 

Endorsement by Ofsted for Cogenhoe Pre School 
Cogenhoe Preschool has received a glowing report from Ofsted 
after being graded good in all areas by inspectors.  The 

preschool, based at Cogenhoe and Whiston 
Village Hall, was visited by an inspector in 
February and in a report published this 
week graded good in the quality of 
education, behaviour and attitudes, 
personal development and leadership and 
management. The Ofsted report said: 
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“Children are warmly welcomed into the pre-school by friendly and approachable staff. They form special 
bonds with the staff, who know the children and their families extremely well.  Children develop strong 
attachments, which supports their well-being and confidence.”  The preschool was commended for 
providing children with a good balance of free-choice and adult-led activities and promoting physical 
development by taking children on walks around the local area and nearby parks. 
Children at the nursery are described as very well behaved, kind and caring as they play harmoniously with 
one another.  They listen to one another, take turns and share their special items as they build positive 
relationships with each other and become deeply engrossed in imaginative play. 
Inspector Charmaine Cayton found nursery staff to be “passionate” about the opportunities they provide 
for children. They gather information from parents about children’s interests and use it to provide engaging 
activities that children will enjoy.  Staff were commended for supporting children’s communication and 
language well by engaging them in conversations, reading stories and singing popular nursery rhymes. 
Children are also taught about making healthy choices from food to hygiene, the report adds. 
 
The report said: “Parents speak highly about the quality of care and education their children receive. They 
say that the pre-school is an integral part of the local community, and they feel like an extended family.” 
 
According to the report, Cogenhoe Preschool staff say they feel valued and well supported by 
management. To improve to outstanding, the nursery needs to introduce new words to widen children’s 
vocabulary and extend opportunities for children to understand and respect people, families and 
communities beyond their own. 
I am familiar with the school and the endorsement by Ofsted is well earned by Ute Graham and her team.  
Congratulations to all of you. 

Community Help Desk, Mud Kitchen Café 31 March 2023 
On 31 March 2023 I attended the Mud Kitchen Café with the Community 
Help Desk and caught up with Deborah Rush, Clerk to Cogenhoe and 
Whiston Parish Council. We spoke about several current issues including 
the WNC SCP Report which is outstanding and the need to reconsider 
funding for Community Transport.  
I continue to chase the need for a Bus Improvement Plan.  See elsewhere in 
my report.  
 
It was good to catch up with Anne Woolley and be reminded about the 
Lenten Lunch tomorrow. 

Lenten Lunch Cogenhoe 
Hosting a simple Lent Lunch and raising essential funds to support people and churches struggling with the 

cost-of-living crisis is a great idea. The idea of a Lent Lunch is 
simple: provide a frugal lunch of soup and sandwiches and donate 
the money you save.  A Lent Lunch is also an opportunity to share 
conversations with more people in your community. 
I promised to join several residents at St Peter’s church, Cogenhoe 
earlier today for their Lenten Lunch. They had prepared soup and 
sandwiches which were delicious.  Soups are wonderful for sharing 
with friends and family. They are easy to make, easy to transport 
and easy to stretch to serve a few more people. We had a choice of 
Leek and Potato or Minestrone, which were kept warm in slow 
cookers on site.  We then had a choice of sandwiches which were 

https://www.facebook.com/ute.graham.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWoOGFV6VjXm7Sof7m03Yk66ivSFHgcd3Dfucr2CFWpTvhKv1CTRfWa83ZSXQLyoMZWT0Sy4TR12GB2I4iOj_lioJHy0dgeij5__kgAbVjBH3tysE8u2Ve4_R_ZSVXuZQqeLClWVqDLQmVgz-j7P7a84GGhErpQ-uE2kNV35cSeIQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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made to order: cheese and pickle, ham and tomato or salmon and cucumber followed by tea or coffee. A 
special thank you to the volunteer cooks and servers-Joy, Jackie and Anne. 

Legal position on any predetermination discussions about Planning Applications 
As the Chairman of the South Northamptonshire Local Area Planning Committee, I may be involved in the 
decision making for any subsequent planning application.  Section 25 of the Localism Act 2011 provides 
that a decision maker is not to be taken to have had, or appeared to have had, a closed mind when making 
the decision just because: 
 

(a) the decision maker had previously done anything that directly or indirectly indicated what view the 
decision maker took, or would or might take, in relation to a matter; and  

(b) the matter was relevant to the decision.  
 
This provision does not change the law on bias and pre-determination which means that Committee 
Members must still take planning decisions with an open mind and having considered all relevant material 
planning considerations.  The safest course is for Committee Members to avoid making public statements 
(including expressing views in emails) as to their support for or opposition to any application which would 
indicate they had made up their minds before the formal consideration of the application at the meeting.  If 
a Committee Member has made such a statement, they must be satisfied that they can still consider the 
application with an open mind and are prepared to consider any new matters or any new arguments in 
favour of or against the proposed development until the decision is made otherwise, they should not take 
part in any decision on the application in question. 
 
On the grounds of the above, it would not be appropriate for me to attend Parish Council or Community 
events which seek to take a decision regarding the outcome of a planning application as I must keep an 
open mind on this matter so as not to preclude me from participating in any future planning decisions.  
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HOMES FOR UKRAINE  

Are you interested in becoming a host for Ukraine Scheme? 
WNC is currently looking for new hosts to help support Ukrainian guests whose original accommodation 
has not worked out, or where their original hosts, due to changes in their personal circumstances, are 
unable to continue to offer the use of their home. 
Due to more visa applications being approved, further 
hosts are needed as new arrivals are looking to make 
West Northamptonshire their temporary home.  
Please complete the online questionnaire to tell us 
whether you are interested in becoming a host; the 
type of accommodation being offered, and some 
further information about you.  WNC will use the 
information gathered to help us continue to support 
Homes for Ukraine programme in West 
Northamptonshire. 
If you need any further information, please contact WNC on resettlement@westnorthants.gov.uk 
Before you complete this questionnaire, please read the Homes for Ukraine privacy policy, which will tell 
you how the information you give us, will be managed. https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/service-privacy-
notices/homes-ukraine-scheme-privacy-notice 

Ukraine Family Ballot for Eurovision Song Contest Tickets 
I’m pleased to share with you that displaced people from Ukraine can now apply to enter the ballot for 
tickets for the Eurovision Song Contest 2023.  The ballot allows individuals on the Homes for Ukraine, 

Ukraine Family, and Ukraine Extension visa 
schemes to apply for up to two tickets, if 
the person applying holds a biometric 
residence permit.  The ballot is open until 
4pm on Thursday 6 April. Entries after this 
date will not be accepted. The UK 
Government is subsidising these tickets. If 
successful in the ballot, individuals will 
only pay £20 per ticket. This is part of the 
UK Government’s support to ensure the 
Eurovision Song Contest 2023 is a true 
collaboration with our Ukrainian friends, 
and that it celebrates the culture of both 

countries. We’d be very grateful if you would share this information, so people who are eligible know 
where to apply. 
 
To apply, individuals will need to complete this form, providing their name, email address, and selecting 
which show or shows they wish to enter the ballot for. They will also need to upload a photo or scan of 
their biometric residence permit. This is essential to ensure that only those eligible for these tickets are 
entered into the ballot. Those successful in the ballot will receive an email confirmation and will then be 
able to purchase up to two tickets, at a cost of £20 per ticket. They will need a Ticketmaster account to 
purchase the tickets. If they do not have a Ticketmaster account already, they will be able to set one up 
ahead of purchase. 

mailto:resettlement@westnorthants.gov.uk
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/service-privacy-notices/homes-ukraine-scheme-privacy-notice
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/service-privacy-notices/homes-ukraine-scheme-privacy-notice
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/service-privacy-notices/homes-ukraine-scheme-privacy-notice
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For individuals unsuccessful in the ballot, the BBC will be broadcasting the shows, and the Grand Final will 
be shown live in selected cinemas across the UK. For those who wish to travel to Liverpool, there will be 
lots of free activities as part of their host city programme. Anyone travelling to Liverpool will need to 
arrange their own travel and accommodation. 
The application form, FAQs and further information can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/.../eurovision-
song-contest-2023... 
 

CONSULTATIONS 

New Deadline for Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licencing Policy Consultation 
Residents, businesses, and professional drivers have been 
given more time to comment on West Northamptonshire 
Council’s draft Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing 
Policy.  The draft policy sets out the driver, vehicle and 
operator standards for hackney carriages and private hire 
vehicles for current licence holders and all new licence 
applicants. 
A consultation launched last month gave people an 
opportunity to comment on the draft policy. The 26 March 
deadline for this consultation has now been extended to Sunday 23 April to allow people more time to fully 
review it and consider their views.  The draft policy focuses on improving standards and public safety and 
has been shaped by pre- engagement work with local licenced drivers and operators as well as the police.  
If adopted, it will replace the current policies for the former local authority areas of Daventry, 
Northampton, and South Northants. 
 
People can have their say by visiting our Consultation Hub by the new deadline of Sunday 23 April. 
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../draft-taxi... 
Once the consultation closes, all responses will be evaluated and considered. The evaluation will then be 
presented along with the policy to WNC’s Licensing Committee for consideration before the policy is 
adopted and comes into force. 
If you need assistance to complete the online questionnaire or would like a copy of it in another format 
(including paper, easy read, or large print) you can contact us by email, post, or telephone.  Our contact 
details are as follows: 
Our email address: parks.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk 
Our telephone: 0300 126 7000 
The consultation runs until 30 June 2023. 

Heritage Park Consultation 
WNC is looking for feedback on proposals to 
transform Chalk Lane Car Park in Marefair, 
Northampton into a Heritage Park. This will 
offer open green space for families and the local 
community to enjoy while celebrating the 
heritage of the area.  There will be public 
engagement sessions where members of the 
public can drop in anytime to view the plans 
and discuss with the officers and architects working on the project. These will be held on: 

• Saturday 4 March from 10am – 4pm at the Grosvenor Centre outside the Primark unit on the 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Feurovision-song-contest-2023-tickets-for-displaced-people-from-ukraine%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3pphN2N_PkKr2I_D1YqBAgnAZFlMogX_b8YbJLPcvvDtcb3xOhbPPMRzw&h=AT2czQeoZThJCxtU3VNxeicm6VRB5cj6SZ7ebwC8pGyw-mKAQ-8ar1xMk1qwVlL30OAudby1-j7tEl8utwmeuG-U6QtBrAuoefSO9EACcIWIdSVDLjkqlyR_GWJK-Cr7E74I&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0N-hPa0zYueNpguEfCj0NwHwOdOIoBFCIktMADcwywZq9Thsygj_KmrbepwMTZq9vf7y1e6BsbVXMKm9aqdt0uiualAk7Nr1c-ta_hb8LNsB6U5xNxPWNZTjmJzRzNrNR3
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Feurovision-song-contest-2023-tickets-for-displaced-people-from-ukraine%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3pphN2N_PkKr2I_D1YqBAgnAZFlMogX_b8YbJLPcvvDtcb3xOhbPPMRzw&h=AT2czQeoZThJCxtU3VNxeicm6VRB5cj6SZ7ebwC8pGyw-mKAQ-8ar1xMk1qwVlL30OAudby1-j7tEl8utwmeuG-U6QtBrAuoefSO9EACcIWIdSVDLjkqlyR_GWJK-Cr7E74I&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0N-hPa0zYueNpguEfCj0NwHwOdOIoBFCIktMADcwywZq9Thsygj_KmrbepwMTZq9vf7y1e6BsbVXMKm9aqdt0uiualAk7Nr1c-ta_hb8LNsB6U5xNxPWNZTjmJzRzNrNR3
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fcet%2Fdraft-taxi-policy-2023%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR11wt1GjDzS0EhwJIkvSl1xpoUHbpI520wm0HhErJo5mx9egSEW6MMkiQU&h=AT22ZU2o3BEL6PfSLWILM2klBI_4oucvtBfKjTbhuOA2-Qtbk_ZgQspE6BjdzjAMHo94d13najgvi-qof_MSlw-51sd2NRZsiyoSE47SLbxowmGUrXDBTH-POHRDLXm7WQvl&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1TDOEa1B--3es-XJawM9B1eGn3MHiU50jiy5cd5idFUhXSPtmCjUgcmiGQXrzyn704T-xY7ODUlWAzWCWPWksQD1CC8vtYtz_YfLko2W91406d36xNQvkNTLdYEoz3sh-p
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ground floor 

• Wednesday 15March between 4:30pm – 7:30pm at Springs Family Centre, 9 Tower Street, NN1 
2SN. 

Please have your say at https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-plans-new-heritage-park 
People are invited to review the plans and have their say on the online consultation, which runs until 
Friday, 7 April. 

Vary the Public Spaces Protection Order 
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is seeking to 
vary the Public Spaces Protection Order (Dog Control 
and Prohibition of Smoking in Public Places) 2022.  
We want to continue to promote responsible dog 
ownership and to prohibit smoking in certain public 
spaces in the West Northamptonshire area. The council 
is now seeking to vary the Order to cover the 
Northampton Area and include the requirement to 
keep dogs on leads in Northampton town centre and at Upton Country Park Phase 2 and exclude dogs from 
certain public open spaces such as play areas and schools.  
We are inviting you to read further information about the measures and proposals and complete an online 
consultation questionnaire. We also invite you to provide further comments on any of the points raised 
within the consultation within the relevant section of the survey. 
This consultation closes midnight Monday 17 April 2023. 
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com 

Abington and Fish Street Consultation 
Residents, businesses, and community groups are being 
invited to have their say on plans to redevelop the 
public realm at Abington and Fish Street in 
Northampton Town Centre. As part of a public 
consultation, we are seeking views on the outlined 
proposals to improve the appearance and paving of 
Abington Street and Fish Street.  
The project will positively revitalise one of the busiest 
commercial and pedestrian routes through the town’s  
main shopping street. It will provide improved pedestrian access, new seating, planting, outdoor dining 
space and encourage community activity. 
The redevelopment will complement the wider regeneration of the town centre, including the Market 
Square transformation, and provide enhanced connectivity with the rest of the town. 
People are invited to have their say on the plans by completing the online survey by Thursday 6 April.  
The enhanced features and appearance, as well as new facilities will offer a fantastic space for people to 
use and enjoy. I would encourage everyone to take the time to come along and speak to the team about 
the proposals or provide their views via the online consultation. 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Abington/ 

Home to School Transport Consultation 
On 1 March, WNC launched its Home to School Transport Consultation inviting people across West 
Northamptonshire to share their views on proposed changes to the Council’s Home to School Transport 
services. The review of the service and charges is the first to take place in a decade and seeks to ensure it is 
delivered in line with other local councils and at a reasonable cost to the taxpayer, by tackling challenges 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-plans-new-heritage-park
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/?fbclid=IwAR0IGyyypsTI8bVqJyhXj6YLwdFOizF4gO7OFIySo8xihXwXuRPhGsFNyWk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FAbington%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0k7XkMoqJIhkVpZjJQJYgYyZJrJNO5bcVGC4I8OaYHUo9XVVoL-X9RTGo&h=AT0jK4nHcLyyEO5BLiOpRLIGl81s4LC2aAZCTeHBth8LimI_HZoXiWSZzxMfEspLb86oi5yjIUBfdCgc3UISltN_x01WijeCwVIf2fcerHFcLKXw6Idm7Lz59Val19VjazgV5-OHYqpsZEdIA4vGtus56A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT143MkeiLXLt_Ahfu2Z3UK257D6goclh0To5u6Tj5RYpyA_uvpIzmC31fjkcbAOiYhGLjXW4Q6ntg0ZmIyMg8NIiCBlpF8kd3hLsqZ726OaHXDpmszczeSE_ylyhZbrU5wVsCZfZD--exAmXkkNNb5NeEYC7rgpALG9pPpN0MXMThVDF5Y
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including a significant increase in demand from users and rising operating costs caused by high fuel prices 
and inflation. It also explores opportunities for a more flexible, environmentally friendly service that 
increases choices for parents and better supports the independence of young people.  
 
The council currently provides Home to School Transport beyond its statutory duties, and at a lower cost 
than other local authorities charge users of the service. All proposals being put forward would apply from 
September 2024 and only affect those applying for a bus place from this period and beyond. The 

consultation does not cover Home to 
School Transport policies for students 
aged 16 and over. Whilst it had initially 
been intended to consult on post-16 
school transport, this will now be subject 
to a further consultation later this year, 
so that it can be informed by the work 
currently being undertaken by the wider 
bus strategy review.  The findings of the 
consultation will be published and 
presented to WNC’s Cabinet later this 
year.  Feedback will help to inform any 
decision by the Council on the proposed 

changes to the Home to School Transport policy and how transport assistance is delivered.  
How people can take part  
 
The consultation launching 31 March 2023 will run for 2 months until midnight on Tuesday 30 May, and we 
would encourage you all to invite people across your local communities to take part, whether they are 
parents, carers, children and young people or local schools and colleges.  
Residents can take part in the following ways:  

• Complete the online survey on our website consultation hub  
• Email: schooltransportpolicy@westnorthants.gov.uk  
• Write to: Home to School Transport Consultation 2023, West Northamptonshire Council, The 

Guildhall, St Giles' Square, Northampton NN1 1DE  
Attend one of the following drop-in events:  

• 4 May, from 4pm to 7pm, in the Council Chamber, The Forum, Towcester  
• 2 May, from 4pm to 7pm, in the Jeffrey Room, Guildhall, Northampton  
• Daventry, date and location TBC  

For more information on Home to School Transport please visit the school travel assistance webpage.  
https://westnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../home-to.../ 
 

FINANCE AND TRANSFORMATION 

2023/24 Balanced Budget Agreed  
West Northamptonshire Council has set a balanced budget for the year ahead that will protect essential 
frontline services whilst addressing significant financial challenges.  At their Full Council meeting in 
Northampton’s Guildhall on Wednesday, 22 February, members approved the final budget proposals, 
Housing Revenue Account and setting of the Council Tax for 2023/24. 
In common with local authorities across the country, the Council is facing severe financial pressures due to 
factors including the current economic climate, high inflation rates driving up running costs and an increase 
in demand for services, particularly around supporting children in care and vulnerable adults. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fcet%2Fhome-to-school-transport-2023%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR25qI6yQSYRsF7NFuSo0CzzKnHFuhkk9BC7NvgAt0P7Pln0XZaMePqlHOk&h=AT3tuXML-IeEBSlYx-wqsc4iC0JzcLv6KrhO65X6CZpS9_V9sa2damol2qXgXC-pcdpO7EcOVsYfccSqRJRJDzgrzvCMrbfy2v--S7SGk0XgF4yhh1o8g9c7Lwpy1K6GiOT_&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT33mVZGPihz-bEQrzN70szl4G_5qe9kmioRjF4doZxJlwiC-SGqooRpGHCv1P1Oal9I4OFhTyIkaqw8Ra0iMsY2xEmLrdbRSwh1OzTkLoUlsqsF3aP8L572p-o5Beo29pKE
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Despite these pressures, the Council has worked hard 
to balance the books and has set a balanced revenue 
budget for 2023/24 of £383.5m (excluding grant 
funded schools spending of £443.7m). 
The budget includes a Council Tax increase of 4.99%, 
well below current inflation rates and in line with the 
Government’s allowance, crucially generating extra 
funding of around £12m – with 2% of the increase 
going towards funding adult social care. This 
represents an average increase on a Band D property 
of £80.50 a year, the equivalent of £1.55 a week.  

The approved budget follows a strong commitment to making services as efficient as possible and 
reviewing income streams to maintain and protect services, with £32.0m of savings proposals put forward. 
It also incorporates a range of additional measures to address people’s feedback in the recent budget 
public consultation, which attracted over 3,000 comments from residents, businesses, partners, and other 
stakeholders. It has also been subject to continuous review and scrutiny, including consideration by the 
cross-party group of members of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
The additional plans include investing an extra £1m in the year ahead towards repairing local roads and 
changes to car parking proposals include putting in place two hours’ free parking on Saturdays and Sundays 
in Northampton’s town centre off street car parks and 
a set weekend all-day charge of £2.20 for off street car 
parks, introducing free parking up to 10.30am on 
Saturdays at Daventry and Brixworth country parks 
and reducing the proposed maximum daily charge at 
the two sites by a third to £8. 
 
In addition to this, the Council will be investing up to 
£215,000 in the year ahead towards bus services. This 
continues the funding allocated for the current year, 
while the Council shapes a new bus strategy and 
considers the most viable options for supporting and 
delivering the services in the future.  Next year’s budget will see our Council invest an additional £30m in 
capital funding – money earmarked to improve local infrastructure and assets such as land, buildings, and 
equipment – on a range of projects, some of which will help reduce costs and generate income to support 
services in future years. Schemes set to move forward in the year ahead will help tackle speeding in rural 
areas, create new cycleways and footpaths for healthier travel, and improve local roads. 

Cost of Living Online Support Hub 
WNC has a new Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub: https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support 
This together with our customer services team is there to help our residents access information and advice 
about the rising cost of living and find the support that is available to them. 
Please access advice and information, including a directory of 
warm spaces, on our Cost-of-Living Online Support Hub 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support 
For those who can't access the Internet, residents can also call 
WNC’s customer services team and speak to somebody 
directly about the support available between the hours of 
9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Please call us on 0300 126 
7000. 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR1z_O7NFbZlCQytXX6uDBJuA6dHlhgp4WvDKHZL8HY039MmxcOVe6k02KA
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support?fbclid=IwAR3CUm7W8ptqxe9LWiZvcBYzgYUCTVwF6cJ4ffBV9Rzy1yuz5q_emJsTfl4
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If you are a Council Tenant, you can access the following link for Cost-of-Living Support. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support/council-tenant 
 

REGULATORY SERVICES 

Changes to West Northamptonshire Council Wards 
The number of West Northamptonshire councillors and voter areas 
are set to change at the next local elections in 2025 under The Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) proposals. 
The proposals include reviewing the number of councillor and new 
boundary areas for West Northamptonshire council wards. Residents 
are now being encouraged to review the plans and provide their views 
on recommended voter wards. 
 
On 7 March 2023, the LGBCE launched a public consultation on the 
proposed map and councillor numbers, following the first stage 
consultation which took place in autumn 2022 where residents gave their views.  The consultation on the 
outline areas runs until 15 May 2023 and people can get involved by giving their views on the LGBCE’s 
website where they will also find useful guidance and maps of the current wards, via email at 
reviews@lgbce.org.uk or by post, by writing to the West Northamptonshire Review Officer at: LGBCE, PO 
Box 133, Blyth, NE24 9FE. 
The Commission is the independent body that draws these 
boundaries. It is reviewing West Northamptonshire to make 
sure councillors will represent about the same number of 
electors, and that ward arrangements will help the council work 
effectively. 
The last electoral review in Northamptonshire took place in 
2013 and WNC’s current electoral arrangements are based on 
those of the previous county council, with 93 councillors serving 
across 31 wards. 
The Commission has published proposals for changes to West 
Northamptonshire. It is proposing that there should be 35 
wards, an increase of four from the current arrangements. 
There will be seven one-councillor, 15 two-councillor and 13 
three councillor wards across the council area. The boundaries 
of all wards should change.  
Based on the evidence received, the Commission is 
recommending a council size of 76 and not 77 as it originally 
proposed. 
The review is expected to end in late 2023, once the LGBCE has 
made its recommendations to government and an Order is laid 
in Parliament to change the legislation and make the new electoral arrangements. 
You can access the consultation and see more information and timescales about the review on the LGBCE 
website. https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/36573 
 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support/council-tenant
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fconsultation.lgbce.org.uk%2Fnode%2F36573%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3r7VnfvUYUNC_cRkKMDRaUUTPnQYvIhNQpTcqMKTOURwb-lXXChJJ15Xw&h=AT1fzC8KEFPmmYSdfp-prgoXzoxxAAZwT-3uNybn7D4fn3wzin10ItnWZ1wj46H79kBEvlu57mC7zWE1MAIkHjazk0kn9zZ-ZvCexy386tZgvth870Eg_e6H6j1MxNpZmQUE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2H_vZXwsqLwiBcAfosbF_q80iJk-LV_UYoypWnVmbAfr-Nxq8wQMqD-ZMMtO62cpMxlhOoZ0A_VjYYYP-CMfXeo-QSiVTo66Sud3b6rhgHk2yhw9FNLzQ8Q81U-xVNJOS4_RQbY5jbZtu7vwmfbUM8DUrjRT_Yb3QvxDDT9bRUZN74dys
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Cyber Security 
On 27 March, I attended the Local Government Association (LGA) and The Centre for Governance and 
Security (CfGS) Launch Webinar for their 10 Questions on 
Cyber Security Guide. It is an ever-evolving topic area, and 
it can feel challenging to stay up to date –the guide 
addresses this by building knowledge and confidence.  
Ellie Stewart, an Advisor in the CDT team at the LGA said 
It has never been more important to think about your 
council’s cyber security, with the increase in recent years 
of cyber-attacks on local authorities.  She stressed that 
the LGA operate on an ‘if not, when’ approach to cyber-
attacks. Cyber risk sits with the entire workforce, 
including elected members she said. 

Free Allergy Alert Service 
Do you, or someone you know have an allergy, food intolerance or coeliac disease? Food products can 
recall due to missing or incorrect information which could pose a risk. 

The Food Standards Agency have a free allergy alert service that 
you can sign up to and get allergy alerts sent direct to your 
mobile phone or inbox. 
Sign up to the FSA service today: http://ow.ly/378Q50Nr7HZ 
 
 

RURAL SERVICES NETWORK (RSN) 

NCF to hold a series of Community Conversations 
Northamptonshire Community Foundation (NCF) have launched a 
campaign to help shine a spotlight on rural community needs. A 
third of the county live within rural communities and a recent 
report from the Rural Services Network reveals how the cost-of-

living crisis is hitting people living in rural areas harder than those in 
towns and cities, with people living in the countryside having to pay far 
more on essentials such as heating, housing, and transport. 
The Shining a Spotlight on Rural Community Needs campaign aims to 
develop a focus on rural philanthropy to ensure these communities get 
their fair share of funding, helping tackle urgent needs such as poverty 
and access to services. 
Throughout 2023, NCF will be holding a series of Community 
Conversations to look at local need and community solutions. 
Members are invited to get involved and help to tackle food and fuel 
poverty during the current energy crisis in rural communities. 
If you would like to support this work, please contact Rachel McGrath: 
rachel@ncf.uk.com or Dean Jones: dean@ncf.uk.com Find out more information on the Northamptonshire 
Community Foundation website 

Farmers Mental Health 
The Express reports that nine in ten farmers rank poor mental health as their biggest concern, with experts 
calling for more focus amid high suicide rates. To help tackle the problem, “wellbeing hubs” are being set 

http://ow.ly/378Q50Nr7HZ
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up by charities across rural England to help isolated agricultural staff receive companionship and mental 
health support. 
Specialists say farmers are especially vulnerable as they battle spiralling fuel and fertiliser costs, poor 

harvests and problems accessing goods 
and labour following Brexit. Less access 
to GPs and bank managers – once the 
go-to professionals for farmers to 
confide in – is compounding problems. 
There are plans to upskill vets and 
insurance reps to fill this gap and keep 
an eye on mental health issues. 
Research by the Farm Safety Foundation 
charity shows 94 per cent of farmers 
under 40 cited mental ill health as their 
biggest worry – a rise of 10 per cent 

since 2018.  The survey of almost 1,000 farmers also showed 84 per cent of farmers over 40 said poor 
mental health is their biggest worry. 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning Appeals 
Since my appointment, I have kept you informed as to the progress of the major Appeals in South 
Northamptonshire. The update for this month is as follows: 

Determined or Cancelled: 
• Hartwell, land North of Ashton Road-Dismissed 

• Blisworth, land South of Station Road-Dismissed 

• Blakesley Hill, Greens Norton-Dismissed 

• Greens Norton, land off Mill Lane-Withdrawn 

• Milton Malsor, land East of Lower Lane-Dismissed 

• Blisworth, land off Northampton Road -Dismissed.  

• Yardley Gobion, land at Asana Lodge Appeal-Inquiry 8 February 2022 for 3 days-Cancelled 

• Yardley Gobion, land East of Northampton Road-Allowed. 
 

Outstanding: 
• WNS/2021/0450/MAF Barwood Homes, fifty-two new dwellings with associated open spaces, 

roads, and drainage infrastructure. Land South of The Wharf, Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire-
Hearing  

• S/2021/0448/PIP Development of 4 - 6 custom/self-build dwellings, Land East of Main Road 
Middleton Cheney- written Representations 

• WNS/2021/1858/E Solar Farm, Milton Road, Gayton Inquiry  

• WNS/2022/0557/EIA Construction of a solar farm and battery stations together with all associated 
works, equipment, and necessary infrastructure Land at Halse Road, south of Greatworth, 
Northamptonshire Inquiry 

• WNS/2022/0904/MAO Manor Oak Homes, Outline application for sixty-seven homes, Land at 
Stratford Road Deanshanger-Hearing 
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Building Control Services Back in House 
Plans are progressing to bring Building Control services back in-house to West Northants Council from the 

beginning of April 2023. Back in 2015 the Building Control function for the former Daventry District Council 
was transferred to a shared service with Warwick and Rugby Councils. 
Following the establishment of West Northants Council, work has been ongoing with partners, officers, and 
stakeholders to bring this service back in house to enable a single consistent service to be provided across 
the whole of West Northants. These plans are well underway and are now nearing completion, as part of 
this work we are in the process of recruiting for new colleagues to join the new structure. 
WNC will continue to keep you updated on the progress of this work and I anticipate that contact details 
and more information about the service will be shared during February. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/.../building-control... 

DLUHC Proposes an Increase in Planning Fees 
The Department for Levelling Up, Housing & 
Communities (DLUHC) proposed an increase in 
planning application fees in a new consultation, 
which opened on 28 February 2023. The 
consultation said the government has received 
“consistent feedback from all sectors” that due to 
an “absence of adequate resources and 
capability” the planning application service is not 
“consistently performing at the level it should”. 
According to the consultation, the “funding 
shortfall for the planning application service is 
estimated to be in the region of £225m annually”. 
 
DLUHC is therefore proposing to raise planning application fees by 35% for major applications and 25% for 
all other applications. This means that for non-major developments the fee will go up from £462 to £578 
and for major developments it will go up from £462 to £624. The proposed rise in fees would apply to all 
applicants unless they are eligible for existing exemptions.  
 
DLUHC said that the new fees will “provide additional income for local planning authorities” whilst not 
“unfairly introducing disproportionately high fee increases” for households and small businesses. However, 
DLUHC’s consultation points out that “money is not enough” and has proposed to “provide local planning 
authorities with additional resources to deliver an effective planning service”.  
The consultation highlights how DLUHC plans to work with representatives of the planning sector “to 
design and deliver a programme of support for building planning capacity and capability within local 
planning authorities” to seek how capacity and capability within the system might be increased.  
 
DLUHC said it is “only prepared to introduce fee increases if planning performance also improves”. The 
consultation therefore proposes “a new approach to how the performance of local planning authorities is 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/building-control/building-control-service?fbclid=IwAR0qG7vhmcIjMExdGUBckDjAvZ7uLlfwe0t77_V0Tz2eJ9Y4yD6VKqeQWOs
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measured across a broader set of quantitative and qualitative measures”. The department hopes this will 
“provide greater transparency” for users of the planning system and “earlier and more targeted support to 
local planning authorities where needed”.  The consultation opened on 28 February and will run for eight 
weeks until 25 April. 

Planned Improvements to Planning Services 
Residents are set to see further improvements to planning services as West Northamptonshire Council 
(WNC) embarks on a fresh action plan from a recent review. With the creation of WNC at the height of the 
Covid pandemic in April 2021, planning services from the legacy councils in the former Daventry, 
Northampton and South Northants areas were brought together for day one of the new unitary authority. 
Since then, the planning service is undergoing significant change with work taking place to align and 
improve systems and processes across the three predecessor areas into a new planning directorate. To 
support this work, the Council welcomed a peer review received in December 2022 by the Planning 
Advisory Service (PAS) and the Local Government Association (LGA). 
 

 
As part of these planned improvements, work has been ongoing to implement a new centralised IT 
platform which will see one system available across West Northants.  This is being delivered in two phases, 
with the Daventry and South Northants areas moving onto the new system in April, and the Northampton 
area being available from June. 
 

HOUSING 

HMO Property Licence Holders Fined 
Five individuals and three companies have been fined a combined total of £434,000 for offences under the 
Housing Act 2004, including the operation of 14 unlicensed houses in multiple occupation (HMO) and a 
catalogue of breaches relating to fire safety, tenant information and maintenance of the properties. 

It follows an investigation by our Private Sector Housing 
Team, who attended the properties under a Housing 
Warrant in September 2020 and January 2021 after 
concerns were raised over safety. The five individuals used 
a range of false and misleading documents to acquire 
properties from high street letting agents, purporting to be 
taking on properties for themselves as single family 
properties before converting them to HMOs. They then set 
up companies to handle the rent payments between 
themselves, the tenants and the property owners. 
During sentencing last week (Friday, 24 March) at 
Northampton Magistrates Court, the District Judge 

remarked that this was a deliberate, large-scale operation of falsity and that the defendants broke safety 
laws with no regard to the safety of the tenants, engineered solely for financial gain and profit.  The court 
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has imposed a substantial fine which will hopefully deter rogue landlords and persuade them to comply 
with the law in future 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Garden Waste Collections 2023/24 
Residents across West Northamptonshire can now sign up to receive optional, chargeable garden 
waste collections from April 2023. The annual subscription charge for the fortnightly service from April 
2023 to the end of March 2024 is £55 per bin and 
people can subscribe via the link on our website:  
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bin.../garden-
waste 
Residents also now have the option to sign up for 
an annual Direct Debit to save having to 
remember to renew every year. Residents who 
are unable to access the internet can subscribe to 
the service by phoning the council on 0300 126 
7000. Once households are signed up to the 
service, they will receive their new 2023/24 garden waste permit which should be put on their garden 
waste bin. Any bins that have not subscribed will not be emptied after 4 April. The communications 
plan to promote the service will begin in earnest next week, with a press release, articles in council 
newsletters, and a social media campaign set to get underway on Tuesday. Existing subscribers will be 
sent emails inviting them to re-subscribe and those not on emails will receive a letter.  
Many people value the garden waste service, however there are others who don’t need these 
collections. By ensuring that it is an optional service, only those who wish to receive the service must 
pay for it, making it as fair for residents as possible. People who do not wish to sign up to the service 
have the option of composting their garden waste at home, either in a traditional compost heap or by 
purchasing a compost bin by visiting www.getcomposting.com and typing in their postcode to see 
offers available. People can also recycle garden waste for free at any of our household waste recycling 
centres. A comprehensive list of FAQs is available on our website and more information can be found 
on our Garden Waste page 

Energy Efficiency Upgrades 
Low-income off- gas households across West Northamptonshire will soon benefit from energy efficiency 
upgrades and clean heating systems funding, following the successful £82,313,888 Home Upgrade Grant 
Phase 2 funding bid secured by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority Consortium of 
which West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is a 
member. 
 
The grant funds energy efficiency upgrades and 
clean heating systems in low-income households, 
targeting the most inefficient off-gas grid heated 
homes, to tackle fuel poverty and progress 
towards the UK’s 2050 Net Zero commitment. 
Eligible households must either be situated in a 
pre-qualified postcode area (Indices of Multiple 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bin-collection-services/garden-waste?fbclid=IwAR0l1S-s8_11LHOKhhjvChmlCBsFBANYe6Z6LPYdVeTPisTQHGKmkAfbmXM
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/bin-collection-services/garden-waste?fbclid=IwAR0l1S-s8_11LHOKhhjvChmlCBsFBANYe6Z6LPYdVeTPisTQHGKmkAfbmXM
http://www.getcomposting.com/?fbclid=IwAR3suUtwU0WeQZExDE4H0lKEA9vXEvs2bF1W8GhLBaXBbYJNSo7co9dEX5A
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Deprivation Income Deciles 1-3) or have either a gross household income of no more than £31,000, or an 
equivalised income where cost of living is below £20,000 after rent or mortgage costs. 
 
The home must also be heated by alternative fuels including electricity, oil, liquid propane gas, and solid 
fuels. The energy efficiency criteria will be determined by the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) rating 
of the property and residents will be supported with this part of the eligibility process during application. 
Residents will be provided with a free EPC where they do not already have one. 
Local installers in each region will guide customers through the application journey, helping them 
understand and establish eligibility for the scheme. If eligible, the installer will identify which improvements 
for the home will provide the greatest benefits and arrange any necessary surveys and installations. 
The scheme allows funding per property to provide a range of energy and cost saving upgrades, depending 
on the specific circumstances such as the fuel source, energy efficiency and EPC rating of the home, with 
the most funding available for the least efficient homes heated by the most polluting fuel sources. 
Lord Callanan, Minister for Energy Efficiency and Green Finance said: “This investment will help thousands 
of households to heat their homes for less, keep them warm for longer and could save hundreds on their 
annual energy bill”.  “The green energy sector is growing, and this funding will support green jobs and 
provide the training needed to deliver these vital upgrades to homes.” 
 
Cllr Jonathan Nunn, Leader of West Northamptonshire Council, said: “We welcome the news that we have 
secured funding as part of the Phase 2 of the Home Upgrade Grant to enable us to support low-income 
households helping them save money and reduce fuel poverty, whilst also cutting carbon and supporting 
the progress towards our 2030 Net Zero commitment and improve our environment for our communities”. 
“With fuel costs at an all-time high, the second phase of this scheme is an important chance for local 
residents to improve their homes, save money on their energy bills and reduce their carbon emissions.” 
 
Through Sustainable West Northants, WNC has committed to achieve Net Zero on all council operations by 
2030 and those of residents and businesses by 2045, take a community leadership role for Sustainability in 
West Northants and ensure all Council strategies and policies are aligned to achieving these goals.  
We are working with partners to finalise the application details of the scheme and further information will 
be available soon on our website. 

Voi e-Bikes for Hire 
People across Northampton will soon be able to use electronic bikes to get around town, as well as Voi’s 
existing shared e-scooters.  Northampton will be one of four locations in which Voi will offer e-bikes for 
hire, with 50 bikes set to be made available later this month.  The e-bikes operate in a similar way to Voi’s 
existing e-scooter scheme, with people first needing to download the Voi app and create an account.  There 
is no need to do this if they are already using Voi e-scooters.  

People can then find the nearest bike using the app, 
scan a QR code to unlock it and then again at the end of 
their journey, as well as sending a photo to show the 
bike is correctly parked. GPS technology is used to 
define the operating area, and the app clearly shows 
where bikes can and cannot be parked.  
Just as for e-scooters, anyone can report inconsiderate  
riding or parking using the online tool: report.voi.com 
and Voi’s team will take action. 
e-bike users should be aged 16 or over and do not need 
a UK driving licence. This is different to the e-scooters, 
where riders should be 18 years old or older and must 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Freport.voi.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR33mCbeaoVnycONeo1kl_gL3haZdexC1j_k7F63wRQiGvMXggWIFREjECQ&h=AT0WGd27fxxoc-lJXErv2y4gdBxrq2w1bnKdB996MtmgvqrtAPcpFGUy6g622KoGR3-2Ab_wpgCD75EBmCzbJcuLygpKTFroJ5s6-kKvCDYpGna-nL7AT2S9M72-HOGS4gdA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0m1FIIEYpp1la8XU1HHR31pCdRcygpMJyVLW58eKKBWUwYLksKdEI-fxrrllJcRH1Og6UKzxFMfZi80xyPdZ5mkKmMiYfR_b-WAr5NPINcXkR8oHKGX9d0ezVruUY0WuJTDNyOmDjQg6Ni5kMlbNifN3FXJtrjzu541c7ADVGYHSBC8Vk
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have a provisional or full UK driving licence. Voi advises e-bike cyclists and e-scooter riders to wear helmets 
for each journey. Riders can use day or monthly passes to ride both e-scooters and e-bikes. 
We recognise the concerns of residents regarding scooters being ridden inappropriately and on footpaths, 
as well as being parked on footways, obstructing pedestrians. We will continue to work with Voi to 
overcome these concerns and ensure both e-scooters and e-bikes provide a safe and sustainable way for 
people to get from A to B 
 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

Local Area Partnerships (LAPs) 
Local Area Partnerships (LAPs) will play a key part in the Integrated Health agenda, and I represent 

Hackleton and Grange Park on the LAP in Daventry and South Northants (DSN4). The LAP covers the areas 
of Towcester, Deanshanger, Bugbrooke, Hackleton and Grange Park.   
All 9 LAPs have been launched.  There are 9 Directors within WNC, and each has been allocated a LAP. Their 
role is to provide a level of support and drive for the LAP to take forward its priorities and areas. 

• DSN1 Martin Henry 

• DSN2 Catherine Whitehead 

• DSN3 Anna Earnshaw 

• DSN4 Jane Carr 

• N1 Sally Burns 

• N2 Sarah Reed 

• N3 Rebecca Peck 

• N4 Stuart Lackenby 

• N5 Stuart Timmiss 
The Assistant Director PLACE development oversees 
programme management across the 9 LAPs and 6 
project managers will be recruited to co-ordinate and support development of the LAPs. 
 
Each LAP needs to agree and sign off their Local Area Profile and then based on the data within the Local 
Area Profiles identify 2-3 initial priorities for their area. These priorities will be validated with residents and 
an action plan produced detailing steps needed to be taken collectively to address the priority areas, which 
will be measured and monitored to demonstrate the difference being made. 
 
There will be a ‘Live Your Best Life’ web page developed which will be owned by all the organisations who 
are part of the partnership to deliver PLACE development on West Northamptonshire. The web page will 
describe how the LAPs are working, provide details of the Local Area Profiles, and Leadership of the LAPs. 
Adult Social Care, Older People and Mental Health Services will eventually be aligned with LAPs. The same 
discussions are also taking place for housing, police and NHFT Community Services. This will enable 
operational teams to work against a defined geography and defined population. A further piece of work is 
needed to understand how GP practices, Primary Care Network (PCN) footprints and multi-disciplinary 
teams will fit. 
 
The voluntary sector takes forward a variety of services, it is difficult to identify which voluntary sector 
organisations should sit within a LAP until the priorities have been decided.  It is planned that there will be 
three family Hubs in West Northants: The Forum in Towcester, within Northampton town centre and Abbey 
Centre in Daventry. These aim to provide a single point for the community to be supported with 
information, advice and integrated services. 
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The Older Peoples Community Teams and Inclusion Teams have been placed together into 4 hubs, Weston 
Favell, Kingsthorpe, Daventry and Towcester; they will then be aligned with the 9 LAPs. 
 
There is no new money attached to the new hubs or the LAPs, it is about attributing workforce to the 
geographical areas.  95% of the population located in the south of DSN4 area use a GP practice outside 
Northamptonshire. GP practice boundaries are not conterminous with ward level boundaries, we need to 
be clear how we will work together where an area isn’t within our Integrated Care system. Primary care is 
seeing more cases of referrals being refused by Oxford University Hospitals from patients in 
Northamptonshire.  Milton Keynes University Hospital are not completing investigations for patients from 
Northamptonshire into what additional support they need to be discharged. Cross county hospice services 
are also an issue. 
 
There is a national challenge around providing services in more rural areas, it becomes more complex when 
a resident is admitted to a hospital from outside their county of residence. WNC track all admissions into 
Milton Keynes University Hospital, Kettering General Hospital, Horton General Hospital and when they see 
a patient is medically fit for discharge WNC assess a patient needs to achieve supported discharge. This is 
not as seamless as in Northampton General Hospital. 
 
There needs to be better mechanisms for elected members and GPs to lobby MPs for fairer access for 
funding on a national basis. The Cabinet member for Adults, Health and Wellbeing wrote to the Chief 
Executive of the NHS Northamptonshire Integrated Care Board about West Northamptonshire not having 
an Urgent Care Centre.  In community settings there needs to be advertised points of contact where 
residents can easily access information on how to access services they need. The construct of these needs 
to be informed by the Local Area Profiles. 
 
Currently the LAPs will not have a budget allocation or delegated authority in relation to budgets. If this 
changes, there will need to be a level of governance that ensures there are no conflict of interests for 
decision making. Moving forward it is an aspiration that grants, and funding maybe pooled together to start 
a targeted investment fund for LAPs to be able to access to support their priorities. 

Identify DSN4 LAP Priorities 
There is a high level of rurality showing in the Local Area Profiles within the Daventry and South Northants 
area. The national average for rurality is 10.5%, for DSN1 and DSN4 it is over 50%. The Daventry and South 
Northants Health and Wellbeing Forum agreed rurality, social isolation, older people, mental health should 
feature as priorities for the lap within their area. 
 
The hub in Towcester is good for those living in the surrounding area, but for the villages with limited 
access to public transport isolation is a problem.  Once asset mapping is completed, we can start to identify 
what are the implications for people who live in villages, and what are the numbers of people who 
encounter these implications. We need to work collectively to find a commonality of agreement for the 
things we need to focus on. 
 
We need to consider the level of engagement required to complete with the public around what are the 
barriers preventing people from attending community hubs such as warm spaces. The cost-of-living crisis 
has implications for everyone and there is no shame in accessing additional community support, it is only 
when people reach crisis, they start to think about how to access support.  
 
The Northamptonshire Community Foundation are launching a community conversation which is a series of 
4 conversations about the rural nature of Northamptonshire.  
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Brackley football club host a well-attended lunchtime club for frail and elderly, with sponsorship from the 
Football Association Trust.  Cogenhoe host fortnightly community lunches, and Bugbrooke has a 
community café, which could be used as a rural hub. 
 
There are also issues in Towcester with young people and drugs. It would be beneficial to overlay the police 
data on to the local area profiles within DSN4 LAP. The Office for Police Fire Crime Commissioner have 
funding for gang hotspots and there are knife crime and gang issues starting to surface in Towcester which 
is not being focused on.   Secondary school children have the least support available in communities. 
 
The first West Northants Youth Board was held in January. The National Youth Service regulatory body has 
met with Stuart Lackenby and Tony Challinor about the re- introduction of local councils statutory duty 
around youth provision. Stuart would like to complete a local self-assessment on youth provision across 
West Northamptonshire to ascertain what provision is already available. The Combatting Drugs Partnership 
will start to tackle the drugs supply line, cuckooing, county lines and organised crime. 
Decision: 
 
At the next LAP Meeting is on 18 April and we have invited a broader group of people to look at local area 
profiles and to start to have the opportunity to get 2 - 3 priorities agreed and addressed.  

Health Inequalities Additional Allowance 
The Health Inequalities Additional Allowance (HIAA) is paid into Integrated Care Boards, to specifically 
target reduction in health inequalities. For Northamptonshire there is an annual allocation of £2.6 million 
each year. The health inequalities data and Local Area Profile data will be used to identify possible 
suggestions about how this can be taken 
forward in future years. 
 
In 2022/2023 £800k of the HIAA is being 
used to provide proof of concept on how 
this money can be invested in a specific 
health inequality at scale to demonstrate 
tangible benefits. This will be focused on 
the area with the highest number of 
CORE20plus5 populations and linked to 
ICB clinical priorities. The funding will 
focus on people with COPD within the N4 
LAP area as there is twice the national 
average number of emergency hospital 
admissions in this area from people who have COPD.  For 2023/2024 there are bids for the countrywide 
£2.6 million and these bids are now going through a prioritisation exercise. 

Northants Support After Suicide (NSAS) Webinars 
There are a series of bitesize webinars on Eventbrite to provide an overview of the current Northants 
Support After Suicide (NSAS) Project. (https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/nsasbitesize) 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../n-sas-bitesize-webinars... 

If you know anyone who has been 
bereaved by suicide, perhaps you may be 
supporting someone, (regardless of when 
their bereavement was), then you may 
not be fully aware of all the support and 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/nsasbitesize?fbclid=IwAR3Tgj299WzT4Wpv1lyG3Muy304mSINqcToWrpLs9FdlPRa-Yj31vcOUOZE
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/n-sas-bitesize-webinars-tickets-539188666817?fbclid=IwAR0D1ijvEHwPGq87RDvIuILxCIbi35Eer_oMwjF01nKBqWtfrtXg32Y1yfk
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expert services available. There are bitesize sessions of 30minutes that will provide information on who the 
service is for (anyone), how they can access the support (https://n-sas.org.uk/self-refer/), NSAS current 
capacity (no waiting times for immediate support including counselling), plus loads more and no doubt she 
will also squeeze in time for any Q & A’s.  
Please share amongst your network, we have listened to everyone who has accessed support with We 
Mind & Kelly matters and hear too often, if only we had known you were here sooner, so please don’t leave 
anyone in need of support. 

High Tech Virtual Wards 
Tens of thousands of elderly and vulnerable people 
will receive tailored support at home as part of a new 
NHS plan to improve waiting times for emergency 
care. 
It comes as the government and the NHS publish a 
new urgent and emergency care plan, following 
increasing demand on NHS services. Under the plans, 
community services including falls and frailty teams 
will be scaled up, with up to 50,000 people a month 
supported by clinicians at home in high-tech ‘virtual wards. Urgent community response teams will also be 
scaled up to provide more patients with support at home within 2 hours, in recognition of the pressures 
facing A&E. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-to-expand-services-to-keep-vulnerable-out-of-hospital 

Action for Asperger's AGM & Annual Conference 2023 
Action for Asperger's AGM & Annual Conference 2023 will be held on Saturday, 22nd April 2023.  
Venue: Priors Hall Park Community Centre 1st Floor, Corby, NN17 5EB 
Time: 11:00am - 14:30pm 
Details: No booking necessary – simply turn up – all welcome – seats allocated (80-100) on a first come 
basis.  Free lunch provided. 
live in Northamptonshire, have a Body Mass Index (BMI) of 28 or above, not be pregnant and not have 
been a paying member of a weight management service in the last 3 months.  For more information about 
the weight management service or to find out if you are eligible, please visit: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/keepin.../weight-management 

International Technology Enabled Care Awards 2023 
Integrated Care Northamptonshire made the finals of the International Technology Enabled Care Awards 
2023 thanks to a project which provides remote monitoring of patients. It was shortlisted in the Innovation 
Category, which celebrates organisations that have developed innovative products or services. ICN has 
partnered with healthcare technology experts Docobo on the project, which brings together health and 

social care to remotely monitor the health and wellbeing 
of people in their own place of residence. It sees patients 
monitored by a Virtual Clinical Hub Team using remote 
monitoring solutions such as Docobo’s DOC@HOME 
platform.  
Carers or patients can enter vital signs and answer 
questions about their health onto a device, which is then 
automatically and securely sent to the clinical hub. 
Patients are monitored daily or three times a day 

https://n-sas.org.uk/self-refer/?fbclid=IwAR0Ce3PClFLjlywRaj9-0XBUTekCeJQv5w2uhjF2jRNApo7FvYpZRKRZ_kw
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-to-expand-services-to-keep-vulnerable-out-of-hospital
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/keeping-healthy/weight-management?fbclid=IwAR0d8EdPS_w0zRmr3VU_ONUfBmdDFwtSkAA9VjCmhZlZx_ch1Er9OWCrwVI
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depending on their clinical needs and whenever an anomaly is detected. The clinical team will contact the 
patient either by phone or video call. The project has been rolled out across 11 care homes with a further 9 
to be onboarded later this year. It is also used by people with long term health conditions who are living in 
their own homes. Initial results for the care homes have shown that remote monitoring has significantly 
reduced ambulance callouts and same-day GP appointment requests. In one care home, the average 
number of GP same-day appointment requests has reduced from 15 per week to an average of 6 per week. 
Within the same care home, the number of ambulances being called out has also dropped from 60 per 
month to 8 per month. You can find out more about the system on the ICN website. 

Virtual Wellbeing Festival 2023 
If you’re starting to think about your summer plans, make sure the Northamptonshire Virtual Wellbeing 
Festival 2023 is the first date in your diary! Now in its fourth year, this annual extravaganza is a week-long 
wellbeing celebration hosted online and completely free of charge – exclusively for health and social care 
colleagues in Northamptonshire.  
The Virtual Wellbeing Festival 2023 (VWBF23) is taking place from Monday 3 to Friday 7 July and will 
feature an exciting line-up of headline speakers plus an array of entertaining, inspiring and informative 
activity sessions, stories and resources from across our county’s health and care community.  
This is YOUR Festival so make sure you don’t miss out! Full details of this year’s Festival programme are set 

to be unveiled very soon. In the meantime, visit the VWBF23 website at www.wellbeingfestival.live to 
download our ‘Save the Date’ calendar appointment. 

Consultation of Children and Young People (CYP) Health and Wellbeing Services 
The West Northamptonshire and North Northamptonshire Public Health Team is assessing the health and 
wellbeing services which support Children and Young People (CYP) aged 0-19 and their families, to gain 
understanding of the current health and wellbeing needs, demands and any improvements in those 
services across Northamptonshire. This includes young people up to age 25 where there is a statutory 
responsibility (as defined under SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)). 
We want to make sure that we hear your voice as parents and carers so that we can see what is working 
well and what could be improved. We are also seeking views from health, social care and education 
professionals, schools, governors, and other stakeholders. 
The information you give us will be collated with other responses and used to inform future strategy and 
commissioning of 0-19s health and wellbeing services in Northamptonshire. 
The survey should take no longer than 15 minutes. Your feedback will be part of a report with many other 
responses. We keep all this information secure, and the data will be shared with the people who run and 
make decisions on services for young people. 
https://northnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../subpage.2023.../ 
 

http://www.wellbeingfestival.live/?fbclid=IwAR2ntqanCLhRwei2fFvPwQsIAs11ysOsMiC8rQPomKfawFsdDq-tVO06MQc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FGOV.UK%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1UivguVu5Uffe0JslLDepEGXoHwSa4di_OvFzq83bVGkxP6G8xQY2juGo&h=AT0AkXxt9eCoU6BHkA7wOBS9FG7Y-D8Rtw8RRrDYA52Q-z1TIf1zDINjV7WN3uC6DBW3zQ8PXUUtyBrUPZkrnIe8o3Z4FyC33B03cvDdhrpsT7g1uZjvoaybAgMrwV5HXTg-&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2AXjx70kghYCX_O_1Cs58H6eUaPvV9T_ekTdiNBshDLvpT7RDn1SdzFnhCvOWRDjh6GMblstAakYWX4HTcjqTCtW4VCWO5CIBT2AZi0WCOvYYbdxba_SdzNRUOx-51zXQky-Qv3ryLJkdvRXmkRiwz
https://www.gov.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3z8NDr2pECCPTgPyJ6ncPX0BiovwUV1MaynPswYGUVrsXFyGp8hXyjwlo
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fpublic-health%2F0-19s-cyp-hna-pc%2Fconsultation%2Fsubpage.2023-02-21.3273785899%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2d4-_df8or21okUbDChtvcjr7hL7xddd9gk-E4EBItwoa14w63MX2nl-4&h=AT0xlKCDy-K-MkzI4DMC2lxgbHsFADBGGx5fih2cfWyILwcbhsT0XD5qqL4zy052oGWVh_b4jsmaFi-MCeqJ3VTXMh8yeMxLsF_hjT83K_Lk3EjrPRNShQIqDhOXtJuNfwxC&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2AXjx70kghYCX_O_1Cs58H6eUaPvV9T_ekTdiNBshDLvpT7RDn1SdzFnhCvOWRDjh6GMblstAakYWX4HTcjqTCtW4VCWO5CIBT2AZi0WCOvYYbdxba_SdzNRUOx-51zXQky-Qv3ryLJkdvRXmkRiwz
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EDUCATION & CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

New SEND Information and Support Services (IASS) 
West and North Northamptonshire Councils are ready to launch two new separate SEND Information, 
Advice and Support Services (IASS). The new services will start on 1 April and will continue to deliver the 
IASS remit of providing free, impartial information, advice and support to children and young people with 
SEND and their families.  
As part of the Children and Families Act 2014, it is a legal requirement that all local authorities ensure 

children and young people aged 0 to 25 
with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) and their parents 
have access to impartial information, 
advice and support.  These services 
operate at arm’s length from local 
authorities and clinical commissioning 
groups and are independently trained.  
They provide practical, factual and 
impartial information advice and 
support to enable children and young 

people and their parents to participate fully in decisions about education, health and social care.  West 
Northants SEND IASS covers the entire West Northamptonshire Council area and has new branding, as 
shown above. 
From 1 April, they can be reached by: 

• Phone: 0300 12 61039 
• Email: SENDIASS@westnorthants.gov.uk  
• Website: www.iassnorthants.co.uk  

Members are encouraged to share this information with children, young people and their parents and 
carers to help ensure a seamless transition and continuation of service delivery. 

Are you thinking about Holiday Dates in 2023? 
According to West Northamptonshire Council, these are the term dates and holiday dates for 2023: 

Spring term 2023 
Tuesday 3 January to Friday 31 March 
Bank holiday: Monday 2 January 
- Half term holiday: Monday 13 February to Friday 17 
February 
Easter holiday: Monday 3 April to Friday 14 April 

Summer term 2023 
Monday 17 April to Friday 21 July 
- Bank holiday: Monday 1 May 
- Half term holiday: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 
- Summer holiday: Monday 24 July to Thursday 31 August 

Autumn term 2023 
Monday 4 September to Wednesday 20 December 
- Half term holiday: Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October 

http://www.iassnorthants.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR056GEwME24Wy80RG3A72dflkSGtDDCZk7RLYdLvTcyo4xnTkCvFP-p3E0
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- Christmas holiday: Thursday 21 December to 
Wednesday 3 January 2024 

New Children’s Social Care Implementation 
Strategy  
The Government has announced plans to transform 
children’s social care, putting families at the heart of 
reform. 
Backed by £200 million over the next two years, a new, 
ambitious, and wide-ranging Children’s Social Care 
Implementation Strategy will transform the current 
care system to focus on more early support for families, reducing the need for crisis response at a later 
stage. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/long-term-strategy-launched-to-fix-childrens-social-care 

UK Safer Internet Centre 
In April the UK Safer Internet Centre will be coming to Northampton to deliver 
some workshops free to anyone that works with children and young people. 
Please see poster for further details. 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GRANT 
FUNDING 

Top Ten Places to Live in the County 
Congratulations to the seven towns and 
villages across West Northants named in 
Muddy Stilettos Northants Top Ten places 
to live in the County. 

https://northants.muddystilettos.co.uk/.../northamptonshire/ 
#Towcester #LongBuckby #Daventry #Weedon #Brackley #Brixworth #MiddletonCheney 

Northampton’s Historic Market Square 
The ground was broken at Northampton’s historic market square at the start of February. Over the last 
month, work has been underway to prepare for construction works to transform this area for our 
community.  West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is working with leading construction firm Stepnell Ltd 
to carry out a multi-million-pound redevelopment of the area, to turn this into an area for communities, 
businesses, and traders to enjoy and be proud of. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/long-term-strategy-launched-to-fix-childrens-social-care
https://northants.muddystilettos.co.uk/.../northamptonshire/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/towcester?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longbuckby?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/daventry?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/weedon?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/brackley?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/brixworth?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/middletoncheney?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVDdcfTLnpIWEZFcXS2FJiLoqIfP_5rRsyKC2a2buT9jTOihwkFo50JVtzy2lZd9uOu9SrNkQTXc6rW-PG3ITv1iQvt0K3AvmmQTFSMlebi7g&__tn__=*NK-R
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Prior to construction works starting, investigations have had to take place to identify any potential risks and 
define clear strategies to address them. WNC and Stepnell have completed ground investigations using 
Danaher & Walsh and a leading 
geotechnical firm. This involved 
digging 15 trial holes and 12 
boreholes in locations identified 
by the project team over a four-
week period. The area must be 
carefully excavated, taking, and 
investigating samples that will 
inform how the market square is 
transformed. This is in addition 
to the ground investigations 
completed during the design 
development stage.  While this 
work has been ongoing an 
archaeologist has been ensuring 
the redevelopment does not cause harm to potential archaeology in the ground 
 
Following extensive research, the only viable location for the market to be temporarily relocated to while 
the extensive construction takes place was Commercial St Car Park, as other areas in the town, including 
Abington St which is due to begin works on the new public realm later this year, are due to be transformed 
in the coming months as part of the wider town regeneration. 
Stepnell Ltd has been carrying out removal of structures, clearing vegetation, installing new security 
fencing, preparing for the installation of utilities and levelling the site for pedestrian and vehicular access; 
with the hoardings being erected this week. 
Keep up to date with the redevelopment of Northampton Town Centre and across West 
Northamptonshire. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/regeneration 
 

The Animal Paradise Trail 
Endangered animals will be on show in Northampton this Easter as the town centre hosts an amazing trail 
of sculptures made entirely from toy bricks.  The Animal 
Paradise trail, presented and built by BRICKLIVE, has been 
commissioned by Northampton Town Centre Business 
Improvement District (BID) and will feature 15 models of 
creatures including snow leopards, tigers, penguins, and 
orangutans. 
 
Families can get involved in the trail, which runs from 
April 1-16, by downloading the LoyalFree app onto their 
smartphone and scanning QR codes at each host venue to find out more about the model creature on 
display in the window. All those who complete the trail via the app will be entered into a prize draw to win 
one of two £100 vouchers.  Model builders are busy preparing the displays, with the animals ranging in 
length from 50cm to a 252cm tall Bengal tiger made from 118,160 bricks. 
 
WNC is also encouraging visitors and residents to download the Explore West Northants App to find out 
about events and discounts throughout the year (see below). 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Fregeneration%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2u9vypTCzRP1D-MuufhXguAof-Q3Vpz92J4lF6IIOuUMPtUCRhZZafgGk&h=AT3a8i2khNF7CXofdkuUWiZbeMUbcZPDshZiiz2Q2c_y40T8pD_qM98s818yIcYJx9dsoGUyepdUM3YNRJ7-_hdeS2zdY2OxvUKSHvpwU4m-M1MIAg6TkZzjudvHgjJeTfkE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0ad41egbcvTYl9C_fsqQrX_v_UVLSt-2UTLtHNUnMpg6gG-MneEi8S3ERTEzeXKAZeN1hIxIoH0WDCwprJ_ORCE8Ws6Wj-t4yDBjMkq-e0TU_ABWwZbzfxBDuOwIwLVa4G-1gTBUjzqVZ6QVAAiB3MqnOMTP61VJASxIlUi2-zXfCv71A
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New ExploreWN App 
Have you downloaded the ExploreWN App? You can shop online, view exclusive deals from 120+ local 
businesses and find out about amazing events that are happening in your area.  Get it on App Store and 
Google Play  
 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/culture-and-tourism/explore-west-northants-app 

The Prince’s Countryside Fund (PCF) 
The Prince’s Countryside Fund (PCF) is inviting applications for grants of up 
to £25,000 from community projects across the UK, with up to £250,000 
available. The PCF is interested in projects that will make a difference in 
rural communities across the UK and clearly demonstrate the need within 
the community. Applications are encouraged from all part of the UK. 
Keith Halstead, Executive Director of The Prince’s Countryside Fund said: 
“The PCF’s grant programme enables rural communities to become more 
self-sufficient by funding community-led solutions. With thanks to Waitrose 
and players of People’s Postcode Lottery, the PCF aims to invest at least 
£500,000 each year through our rural grant programmes to make projects 
happen, particularly in hamlets, villages, and small towns.” 
Zero Carbon Llanidloes have been awarded funding for their Llanidloes Library of Things - a project which 
will create a community resource by providing a store of useful tools and equipment to borrow - like a 
carpet cleaner or stair gate. This will save residents from having stuff that is rarely used cluttering up their 
homes and means those who cannot afford to buy can still access the things they need. 
Madeleine Taylor, Head of Operations said:

 
“We're looking for organisations that can demonstrate how they are operating at the heart of their local 
community. We want to know why their project is the solution to a communal issue or challenge. Because 
of this, we ask applicants to provide evidence of demand direct from their target community and to show 
us how the project will make a tangible difference to the lives of those in their rural village or town.” 
If you are interested in applying please ensure that you have ready the guidance, FAQ and Grant 
application tips, which can be read on our website at: www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/grants. 
If you are unsure whether you meet the eligibility criteria or would like to discuss you project, please 
complete the online Expression of Interest form on the website and a member of the team will be in touch. 
Examples of the types of projects we like to support can be found in The Village Survival Guide. 
https://www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk/.../the.../ 
Applications for grants close on 11th April 2023 at midday. 
 
 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/culture-and-tourism/explore-west-northants-app
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.princescountrysidefund.org.uk%2Fgrants%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR15VQ_y2blOTduWq_kcy_Mnviwtt0PgJQuQ57JY2aWEdP-ozzvZio5BS_o&h=AT34JDW2HoNfGbYMYzYrLOUJDCPocZn8jUtdWAjYZvq6tl1LWxZFpTI_vA1itEgXQAYzmK_DEoAStW0Tu169wel_d2qbLufrIpIBfStgpRlbrhmqfm-3lBl8ICYu6T0EkC4ga1vs1QM7pURvloskEX7URg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT358g5y8WFXU3-hS5zUduU60YYdn9ceuvCdXnGSpdDe29qU1Xwe84MSDCB0eQ_tOe70PBDXxbc7xzLYfDM-f4BPAs9KLOrBy1lj_p9-EcUiwhUr7FB3yWPRcJ-KZpWhPy8e3c56voIcdo_1gdQ0R5NZ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.princescountrysidefund.org.uk%2Four-impact%2Four-research%2Fthe-village-survival-guide%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1CRJe4mdMLmAeyJtHhkggNi6vImrkC6_OcvVUnG4B1uVyflXloUawl6e4&h=AT1W6GZpxjtC2xaJogFfgm_2uGCRQqWJuIR_F466Q__X3rhyCPFbxZm06ZWoo2xhFfKwV6VmASqtil8pztjt9PplSDfnZzs4V6Z9FsIn8H4njKljuaE7J7AhNUisvyunuY3FMHAEQ5ymCbt3CuCyxWze_Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT358g5y8WFXU3-hS5zUduU60YYdn9ceuvCdXnGSpdDe29qU1Xwe84MSDCB0eQ_tOe70PBDXxbc7xzLYfDM-f4BPAs9KLOrBy1lj_p9-EcUiwhUr7FB3yWPRcJ-KZpWhPy8e3c56voIcdo_1gdQ0R5NZ
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West Northamptonshire Social Enterprise Town Investment Fund 
West Northamptonshire Social Enterprise Town (WNSET) this week launched a new investment fund aimed 
at supporting the growth and development of social enterprises in Northampton. WNSET Social Enterprise 
Development Fund offers a community driven initiative that will provide funding and support for local 
social entrepreneurs to maximise the impact of the Town’s diverse social enterprise sector. 

The event took place at the University of Northampton with 
presentations by local social entrepreneurs about their 
experiences and success stories. The Northampton Social 
Enterprise Development Fund forms an integral part of West 
Northamptonshire’s ambitious £33 million Towns Fund and 
Future High Street Fund regeneration programme to 
transform Northampton Town Centre. 
This project enables us to directly support the growth of our 

thriving social enterprise community who provide diverse and invaluable services for Northampton and 
beyond. We are delighted to see the launch of this fund and we look forward to seeing the positive 
contribution it makes to our community.  Find out more information about the WNSET Social Enterprise 
Development Fund  

Small Grant Programme (older people) – Charles Hayward Foundation 
Grants are available up to £7,000 for charities with an annual income of less than £350,000. 
This programme wishes to fund 
preventative and early intervention 
programmes being delivered at the 
community level, which allow older people 
to stay in their own homes and remain 
independent.  They are particularly 
interested in seeking out programmes, 
which show some creativity in improving 
the quality of life of older people. 

• Programmes aiming to alleviate 
isolation and depression in older 
people, including informal day care or social, physical, and recreational activities. 

• Programmes, which give practical help, assistance and support for older people living in their own 
homes. 

• Programmes addressing the emotional and practical needs of older carers. 

• Programmes designed to meet the specific needs of people with dementia. 
Applications will be considered every three months (March, June, September, and December). 
http://www.charleshaywardfoundation.org.uk/older-people/ 

Specialist Grant Programme – Lloyds Bank 
Foundation 
The focus of this programme is to support small, local, 
specialist charities with an income of £25,000–
£500,000 where the Foundation’s three-year 
unrestricted £75,000 grant and support to develop, 
can make the greatest impact. They’ll support charities 
that understand the complexity of the issues people 
face and are best placed to make a genuine difference to people’s lives. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.charleshaywardfoundation.org.uk%2Folder-people%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR30iirCJQ2pZBB258Gz5kmWpdRGO7HQGFppnnlG9su0fhd-WZRAWynnAiU&h=AT3DoraGJgHHjvmJ4Rp67P9awBLDfH501NheM05W7n9V7YWYdtdXZlr9QoR6Yt4Khh2l1NDfzC4LbRXilqr1BN6e7ffSzPyArx9Bvb8LNoYE46NU8JcKvBAqjNHWgzmA927dutI7oybs8prkz0hSMXYrfA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT016jwU_gW1uWCyU7dx48sQ3y9qf0P8HK--chbRO_DabY5aqgbFAS4uaeOLvkR3x7RHlvIwAQ7O8DzRyQBPcWKkdoSBQ0yXAE_57kcEfbaipWW7iNC8tGnQ4bv6RlmoiTODAv-t2JdodeYr-Ta6uz2pY_J3LxCqDrI3DwPUybRTWOxTW4E
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Grants are available up to £75,000 and three years. The deadline for applications is 3 March 2023. 

A New Energy Discount Scheme for Businesses, Charities, and the Public Sector 
A new energy scheme for businesses, charities, and the public sector has been confirmed, ahead of the 
current scheme ending in March. The new scheme will mean all eligible UK businesses and other non-

domestic energy users will receive a discount 
on high energy bills until 31 March 2024. This 
will help businesses locked into contracts 
signed before recent substantial falls in the 
wholesale price manage their costs and 
provide others with reassurance against the 
risk of prices rising again.  
 
The new scheme therefore strikes a balance 
between supporting businesses over the next 
12 months and limiting taxpayer’s exposure to 

volatile energy markets, with a cap set at £5.5 billion. This provides long term certainty for businesses and 
reflects how the scale of the challenge has changed since September last 
year. 

Coronation Events Product Placement 
In conjunction with Northampton Town Council, WNC has put together a 
range of packages to help businesses promote their product or service 
with potential customers, or secure high-quality product placement 
opportunities at the Coronation events. 
If you would like more information, or to discuss a tailored sponsorship 
package, please email coronation@westnorthants.gov.uk 

TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 

Review of West Northamptonshire Bus Services 
 WNC appointed specialist consultants, SCP, to carry out a review of 
the way that bus services are currently provided across West 
Northamptonshire.  To further support this work, an internal project 

to review how best 
community transport 
can be supported by WNC is underway.  This team has yet 
to report its findings.  
West 
Northamptonshire 
Council submitted 
their Addendum for 

the Rural Prosperity Fund on 30 November 2022 including a section on 
the rural challenges of transport.  The investment plan was approved 
by Cabinet on 17 January 2023 and the Year One funds are expected 
to be received in April 2023.  Councillor Daniel Lister, Cabinet Member 
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for Economic Development, Town Centre Regeneration and Growth has confirmed that WNC has allocated 
approximately £600K from the rural prosperity fund to help rural transport, in support of the development 
of the public transport strategy. 

Road Closure-The Causeway Northampton 
TTRO(22/23) W772 - The Causeway, Northampton 
Anglian Water are intending on carrying out mains 
laying works along the above road. To undertake this 
work will only be possible under a road closure and is 
expected to commence on the 8th of May until the 
25th of May 2023.  
The closure and diversion can be viewed here 
https://one.network/?tm=133452221 

A428 Carriageway Resurfacing 
Kier is intending on carrying out carriageway resurfacing works along 
the A428 through Yardley Hastings. To undertake this work safely the 
road needs to be closed with the initial patching works due to 
commence on the 14th of June until the 27th of June at off peak times. The closure and diversion can be 
viewed here https://one.network/?tm=133635733 

Active Travel Grant Funding Northampton 
Residents, businesses, and community groups have been given more time to comment on our Council’s 
proposals to improve walking and cycling routes in the Abington Park area and encourage more active ways 
of travelling.  Following on from the initial comments from residents and additional requests for 
information, the consultation period has been further extended. The consultation will be republished on 3 
April, allowing people to provide further feedback on our consultation until midnight on Sunday 14 May.  

The Abington Park Area Active Travel scheme 
proposes the introduction of segregated cycleways 
and footways connecting Abington Park Crescent 
with Wellingborough Road, Bridgewater Drive, and 
Park Avenue South, as well as improvements to the 
junction of Billing Road and Rushmere Road. These 
proposals support safe active access to Abington 
Park and nearby Bridgewater Primary School. 
The proposed changes seek to encourage improved 
active travel and provide better alternatives to 

driving which will reduce traffic and increase safety for walkers and cyclists. We are also hosting two 
further drop-in events, when members of the project team will be available to answer questions about the 
scheme and speak to people about the proposals and consultation. 
 
• 20 April at Bridgewater Primary School, 3.30-6.30pm  
• 27 April at Abington Park Museum, 3-7pm 
 
People can view the proposals online from 3 April and provide feedback via an interactive online 
engagement room. Visit our Abington Area Active Travel scheme page for more information. 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/trans.../active-travel-fund 

https://one.network/?tm=133452221&fbclid=IwAR3r7VnfvUYUNC_cRkKMDRaUUTPnQYvIhNQpTcqMKTOURwb-lXXChJJ15Xw
https://one.network/?tm=133635733&fbclid=IwAR11idk_b30QHZeaJ74rR6CWLL9nq6kIhkktp0Cj3VECg1uJ5KAs4w1VqgI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westnorthants.gov.uk%2Ftransport%2Factive-travel-fund%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2h_n-eliBhhVzc3nLlCGVFnzyrZpGFlxTiRwaU8ynPqY8qJJKf0W41108&h=AT1fmWXPH_DXmzHPfJ3w-Lw5dyF7TTLjSdvVDuyNbjT_xjIu6sW21Sjw4N_hS8EsWJdKOZnCBNPP15QDlsVdrp7Tw2V6-i-Rt84r2ey_yZOas2vR-w9MJgpxDLO7aA8VRAec&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0gwp8AgFMqpwSKkJILx6Bv1Xy2fvBPuh_UyCygAlqQA2UHwQZw4LUB6jxhBpQvpsE4AiiC9whBYdFCmhYehgXvTotR-VPZJjdCNDqNDl1Bbmg5PMIYHOLuijSzGcIJto9v
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Northampton North-West Relief Road (NNWRR) 
Work is well underway to work to create the Northampton North-West Relief Road (NNWRR). Since the 
project moved into the delivery phase in March 2022, preparations and construction have taken place to 
deliver the new road which will link the A428 Harlestone Road to the A5199 Welford Road.  The £54 million 

scheme is supported by SEMLEP, the 
Southeast Midlands Local Enterprise 
Partnership and benefits from £7.93 million 
of Local Growth funding.  Over the last 
twelve months, WNC has worked with 
partners to acquire the land for the 
development, working with experts to 
scope and begin the relevant archaeological 
field work – while protecting our 
environment and manage the careful 
construction of the rail and river bridges. In 
addition to this, critical utility diversions will 

take place alongside the scheme groundworks. 
In January, the scheme was awarded 43 out of 45 by Considerate Constructors Award, assessing the 
positive impacts on community, the environment and valuing the workforce.  The Design and Build 
contractor Balfour Beatty, and Kier Highways are working with WNC, and works are expected to complete 
by summer 2024. Part of this includes providing social value for local communities, which includes 
providing work experience, apprenticeship, and school engagement opportunities.  More information 
about the NNWR can be found on our website and updates will also be posted on the @wnhighways 
account on Twitter. Roadwork information can be viewed at one. network. 
 

POLICE FIRE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

Flare Report 
A new, free smartphone app – Flare Report – has been launched to 
help women and girls feel and be safer on the streets of 
Northamptonshire. Women and girls can use it to report incidents 
and behaviour that are inappropriate and make them feel unsafe, 
such as catcalling, comments or touching, street harassment or 
other threatening behaviour.  
Flare is not for reporting crimes in progress that need an immediate 
response, but Police will check reports every day to make sure that 
nothing that needs an urgent response has been submitted. 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner Stephen 
Mold has brought the app to the county and hopes that reports 
made on Flare will help to build a clearer picture of where incidents 
are happening and give women the confidence to report things that 
might otherwise go unreported. 
The app can be installed onto your phone clicking the link below or by searching for 'Flare Report' on 
Google Play or Apple Store. 
https://onelink.to/arwvpq 

https://onelink.to/arwvpq?fbclid=IwAR0MvdEG9IvrXvaTPyJfN_e-KirmiU2FzWG83NnAL2w44B8uKZoc6dn-RxM
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Mature Drivers Roadshow 
Are you a mature driver (aged 60+)? living in 
Northamptonshire? Do you rely on being able to drive? 
This FREE roadshow is for you. 
By Northamptonshire Safer Roads Alliance 
On Tuesday, 2 
May 2023, 
09:30 – 11:30 
BST 
At Police HQ, 

Wootton Hall Wootton Hall Park  
Northampton NN4 0JQ 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../mature-drivers-roadshow... 

Northamptonshire Police Recruitment Event 
Northamptonshire Police Positive Action team will be holding a 
recruitment event in #Wellingborough on Wednesday 26 April, 
between 6.30pm and 8pm. If you're interested in a career with 
Northamptonshire Police, do pop along and see them.  

Northamptonshire Emergency Cadets 
Do you know a teenager who would make a great 
cadet? Now's their chance to work with the county’s 
police, fire and ambulance services. 
The search is on for the next intake of 
Northamptonshire Emergency Services Cadets.  
Learn more here: http://ow.ly/Pggj50NuGza 
Apply here: http://ow.ly/cMWt50NuGz7 
 

CULTURE, HERITAGE & SPORT 

West Northamptonshire Coronation Events 
Businesses across West Northamptonshire are being encouraged to 
play a key role in supporting local celebrations to mark the 
Coronation weekend from 6 to 8 May.  Preparations for a packed 
weekend of festivities are underway in West Northamptonshire, 
including a Community Festival Street party with big screens in 
Northampton town centre on the Saturday from 10am - 4pm, and a 
Coronation Big Lunch and Afterparty at Delapré Abbey on Sunday 
from 12pm –10.30pm.  
The free events will feature live music, activities and arts 
performances as well as the chance to watch the national Coronation 
celebrations live on big screens.  WNC has worked with Northampton 
Town Council to put together a range of packages to help businesses 
wishing to promote their product or brand, network with potential customers, or secure high-quality 
product placement opportunities at the events.  We are also inviting local producers, schools, bands, 
creative makers, artists and traders to showcase their unique offer at the events, through food and drink 
stalls, arts and crafts, live music and performances. We’re delighted to put together a great schedule of 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mature-drivers-roadshow-tickets-519654680137?fbclid=IwAR2kg7Su_XqTeGKtxDLO0ZbTpA7xRr9W4BY67ILEvK25Zdu8sYLPbbAPfeY
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wellingborough?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDr-ssCyGlaO86Snl38eX3HprhIoyNAIXQmfuWgtBq_NKDPNMPJ7l73_5aXcIN5BbiZdFJluXSzivyAMOT8aGic2MmYkxhYgISMlC7wMVQzA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FPggj50NuGza%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Z4V5bh7LZ5RmEBg1ej2S6zvbPTnOXjuaw2U1FGnW_40buzPKGpe821Kg&h=AT0hyxWKBBLELsavW2jAsPH4oLauS1q87f1YTSVOJZ1DQm7kG4Bw0ipQita21Ri32Piw57vlfCb4JhhiSRzGHOX31HA_zzo9DK0U_Au4NYbYRuigNJjFGht6xRe7M1oEwoq9&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3SWfQENyvU7DqkPRZKjH4GbVNtrSyiTrYPFdNRlpysSukvvPBTEMbsfYvQwTxLgTjjlp3oAtnVwhg3fmiUt5w4h_PROGryWSpxIUOE4zuvfZ_lKFDzJZowgafqJMGQXfHf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FcMWt50NuGz7%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Dr_sEtTnGIHfoGeLulAU71D2mvoWH_RdK4wghfxkAhGcfIPLDhZC5Nf8&h=AT2ril373C_EccDtS1voTb26DJavMAXGYu7uXgUveIbuxUhM9cpkLVycz_mFZFCREzH0fTP-cd74E1WgVAC7a7fFyFBNW2mt7F-1uFIVfzrQO7-bgiqP1h_IUxfgsdmCK09q&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3SWfQENyvU7DqkPRZKjH4GbVNtrSyiTrYPFdNRlpysSukvvPBTEMbsfYvQwTxLgTjjlp3oAtnVwhg3fmiUt5w4h_PROGryWSpxIUOE4zuvfZ_lKFDzJZowgafqJMGQXfHf
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activities for communities to enjoy. It’s a great opportunity for us to support local groups, and we’re also 
pleased to invite our local businesses to work in partnership with 
us.  
Following the success of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations last 
year, where the 5,000 tickets sold out in the first couple of days, 
we are confident that our fantastic community will come together 
once again to celebrate another historic occasion.  Find out more 
about sponsorship as well as opportunities to perform or hold a 
stall. https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/events/coronation-2023 

Coronation weekend website now live 
The Coronation website which provides information about the weekend of special events from 6–8 May to 
celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen is now live. 

https://coronation.gov.uk 
The site includes information about the ceremony on 
Saturday 6 May, how individuals and organisations can 
get involved through street parties, Coronation Big 
Lunches, and the volunteering drive on Monday 8 May 
known as The Big Help Out. 
Anyone hosting an event or activity to celebrate the 
Coronation can share their plans and populate the 
official interactive map and events listing which will be 
promoted in the weeks and months leading up to the 

Coronation.  https://coronation.gov.uk/share-event/ 

Coronation Event Funding 
From cultural festivals that connect communities, to 
improving access to nature - find out how you can 
commemorate His Majesty the King’s Coronation.  
Read our blog to find out how you can get involved.  
http://ow.ly/fa0K50MIPa8n b 
To give yourself the best chance of securing grant 
funding, your application should show us how your 
plans will have a lasting community impact beyond 
the Coronation weekend. 

Coronation Champion Awards 
The Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire is urging people to nominate local volunteers for the Coronation 
Champions Awards – a chance to recognise local heroes and the vital roles they play in our communities. 
Coronation Champions will be invited to attend one of the official Coronation celebrations, such as the 
Windsor Castle Coronation Concert or a Coronation Garden Party. 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/events/coronation-2023?fbclid=IwAR2yJZpDE2Q6pAlWCZzPZSI6Zb9qfm7OXLO7nYb8AKf-J_-l60aQIoVI29A
https://coronation.gov.uk/
https://coronation.gov.uk/share-event/
http://ow.ly/fa0K50MIPa8n
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Please Nominate a Coronation Champion here: https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/.../coronation.../ 
To keep track of the number of nominations submitted from Northamptonshire, those who submit a 
nomination are asked to also email ocw@wicksteedcharity.org with the approximate age and category of 
the person you are nominating. 

Coronation Resources for Schools 
The Royal Collection Trust have produced an excellent set 
of resources for schools linked to the Coronation with 
PowerPoint presentations, notes and activity sheets that 
cover the role of The King, explain what a Coronation is and 
encourage participation. 
https://www.rct.uk/discover/school-resources/school-
resources-for-the-coronation-2023?fbclid=IwAR0tCkwDXNgMAeL7K2bryVkAAizLUGGXYv3N85V9yEsDMIo-
hgogFau3sc4 

Women’s Tour Postponed 
Following the announcement on 9 March 2023 that the prestigious cycling event will be taking a one-year 
hiatus due to a combination of increased running costs and a reduced level of commercial support, our 
Council is keen to secure future opportunities and bring national sporting events to the area.  The event 
would have seen the second stage of the Tour launch in Northampton before travelling through Daventry, 
Towcester and Brackley, and formed part of a wider programme of sport and wellbeing events and 
activities in West Northants this summer.  While it is extremely disappointing that we will not be hosting 
the Women’s Tour this summer for reasons beyond our control, it was an honour to be one of just nine 

locations chosen to take part. 
Our Council is committed to doing everything possible to 
encourage and promote increased participation in sport, 
particularly by women and girls, and we will continue to 
strive to bring world-class events to our area as we build a 
legacy for future generations and establish West Northants 
as a destination for sporting excellence. We will also be 
looking at repurposing funding for other cycling and 
sporting initiatives which play an important role in bringing 
communities together and inspiring people to take up 
sport and live a more active and healthier lifestyle. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk%2Fvolunteering%2Fcoronation-champions-awards%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3rNBYHRRe4cALfw7144iHSQGE3KA00grfNNW1jUsu7p6xEq_0qhf7zDbo&h=AT3K4SYb0aWR2TEw-XTCroP947wMR3yPA_fLvNtPU542TSDg-1PyXhUb1MefDV8QvqIW0loGB3A5xwfZ1W6FqEg1nzanNUntwb8OTXlQdpg5nHpJ-jJH4VPWHC5vsfaFqF79&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0yzu5Vn6gwr9YG9afGWsDYmunXsu0lSAvdhTCwP6u5Anvxck_PyTFRu9NxVJJO0PsKMFMXORGy5Zy1duFj0LiB7Sa4lvHaugspQniLa5MgxW8d1nCS9cwsFIaO5c_8qi1NTkUmKXRS0kdDDYragA4R
https://www.rct.uk/discover/school-resources/school-resources-for-the-coronation-2023?fbclid=IwAR0tCkwDXNgMAeL7K2bryVkAAizLUGGXYv3N85V9yEsDMIo-hgogFau3sc4
https://www.rct.uk/discover/school-resources/school-resources-for-the-coronation-2023?fbclid=IwAR0tCkwDXNgMAeL7K2bryVkAAizLUGGXYv3N85V9yEsDMIo-hgogFau3sc4
https://www.rct.uk/discover/school-resources/school-resources-for-the-coronation-2023?fbclid=IwAR0tCkwDXNgMAeL7K2bryVkAAizLUGGXYv3N85V9yEsDMIo-hgogFau3sc4
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Decarbonisation of Four Leisure Centres 
Four leisure centres across West Northamptonshire will soon benefit from new facilities to improve their 
carbon footprint, after our Council successfully securing £7 million as part of the Government’s 
Decarbonisation scheme.  Daventry Leisure Centre, Moulton Leisure Centre, Brackley Leisure Centre, and 
Towcester Centre for Leisure will benefit from heat decarbonisation and improved energy efficiency 
following the successful application to the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme phase 3b.  

 
The fund, initiated by the Department for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, is delivered by Salix Finance, 
which supports decarbonisation and energy efficiency 
across Great Britain. The objective is to bring facilities 
up to date and contribute towards decarbonisation. 
The funding will be used to decommission the end-of-
life gas boilers at the identified leisure centres and 
replace them with air source heat pumps or similar 
low carbon heating solutions. In addition to our wider 
work to increase solar energy, the Council will increase 

solar electric generation capacity of the four leisure centres.  
 
Work is already underway to begin outlining the approach for the project to ensure this is delivered by 
spring 2024 and achieve a low carbon heating solution for each leisure centre. WNC is also looking at other 
opportunities for generating low-carbon electricity.  This work will contribute towards our wider strategy to 
reduce carbon emissions, and achieve Net Zero across West Northamptonshire, improving our 
environment for our communities.  WNC has committed to achieve Net Zero on all council operations by 
2030, and those of residents and businesses by 2045, through our Sustainable West Northants programme. 
You can find out more on our Sustainable West Northants page: 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/sustainable-west-northants 
 

Council’s Inspirational Women’s Awards 
The winners of our Council’s Inspirational Women’s 
Awards were announced at Northampton’s Guildhall 
on 4 March as part of an afternoon of activities to 
celebrate International Women’s Day.  The event 
aims to publicly recognise and promote those women 
who inspire and have a real impact on the lives of 
others in the community or the workplace. 
There were more than 70 nominations this year, and 
 
It was incredible to hear about some of the women who are doing remarkable work in communities across 
West Northamptonshire.  
Congratulations to the winners and to all the inspiring women who were nominated. 
The winners were as follows: 

• Community Award: Sally Jordan 

• Business Award: Becky Bradshaw 

• Special Recognition Award: Julie Bainbridge 

 

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/sustainable-west-northants?fbclid=IwAR10US8HdiD6dITX5SE4Tr-cAXM6Lwl9hbSs_LHKoRfy7vg7-5oiI_VvAgs
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SNVB First Volunteer Awards 
SNVB are getting excited about its first Volunteer Awards.  
They are looking for some more nominations in these 
categories: 
 

• Arts, Culture and Heritage Volunteer 
Outstanding commitment to engagement with 
arts, heritage and culture in the community 

• Outstanding COVID Volunteer 
This award is for that special person who 
made sure that everyone was taken care of 
during the COVID pandemic 

• Living World Volunteer of the Year 
Volunteers involved with the outdoors, gardens, waterways or animals 

• Physical Activity Volunteer of the Year 
This award is for the volunteer who is encouraging people to live more active lives through 
sport, dance or other physical activities 
 

https://www.snvb.org.uk/news/south-northamptonshire-volunteer-
awards/?dm_i=5G58,Q5MK,40FIIE,36OR8,1 
 

https://www.snvb.org.uk/news/south-northamptonshire-volunteer-awards/?dm_i=5G58%2CQ5MK%2C40FIIE%2C36OR8%2C1&fbclid=IwAR2ZcHawg1rpCYR_W1FNTiio8VTMZfcCz-z68komVs2HaVwTrjPClZoK49o
https://www.snvb.org.uk/news/south-northamptonshire-volunteer-awards/?dm_i=5G58%2CQ5MK%2C40FIIE%2C36OR8%2C1&fbclid=IwAR2ZcHawg1rpCYR_W1FNTiio8VTMZfcCz-z68komVs2HaVwTrjPClZoK49o

